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SLAMA FOOD FAIR �draws the crowds!





The Slama Food Fair was held on the 10th of August 2002 at St. Marys Church Hall, Rydalmere.  The hall was ablaze with balloons, lights, the colourful Malay costumes of the ladies and beautiful music.


The stalls were well presented with an array of authentic Malay dishes. A group of volunteers lent a much-needed hand.  It was nice to see the hustle and bustle of the evening taking place.


There were Stalls, Raffles & Prizes galore. There was a band providing music and the sales were brisk and breezy. The visitors literally snapped up all the delicacies from the Malay cuisine offered, thanks to the dedicated efforts of the members and their families.


sales were brisk and breezy


The show of support at the proceedings was very encouraging indeed. The true Malay spirit was evident when young and old teamed up to give a hand in running the show. Strength in numbers was the epitome of the day.


The finale was the Baila dance after dinner to the scintillating  rhythm of delightful kaffringa music - BOY!  what a rhapsody. Young and old, parents, children, grandmas, grandpas, visitors volunteers, they all got on to the floor and jived their cares away.


It was a night to remember. Keep dancing folks, it is a panacea for all ills and a medically recommended therapy for all ages.


See you at the next dance!�


 Zareena





Slama Social 2002


�Encouraged and re-assured at the thought of enjoying lively entertainment, spicy Malay cuisine that would satisfy the hunger of any gourmet, listening to some enchanting music and songs, SLAMA held a social for its members and their friends, at which nearly 200 persons graced the occasion on Saturday 2nd November 2002 at St.Marys Church Hall, Rydalmere.��The evening's program commenced with the Slamat Datang & Threema Kaasi address by the SLAMA President Razikin Dole, who expressed his grateful thanks and good wishes to all those who were present. He also expressed his sincere thanks to all those members and friends for their participation in the variety entertainment and extended a special word of thanks to Fayis Lye and Nicky Gills for their support and contribution






























































 














EDITORIAL 


Slamath,Saudara saudari,�Well here we are at the end of the year fortified with courage and inspiration from the daunting aspect of compiling the quarterly Newsletter. All good things have to come to an end, and much as we enjoyed the task, the time has come to hand it over to our successor.


This has been a year of many successful events by SLAMA and all  our determined efforts have been well rewarded, specially with the well patronized Food Fair and the glittering Social.


We are immensely thankful to Capt.Anwar Dole for introducing the brilliant Roar-Roar Rubabbah tribal war dance into the cultural arena. This item generated an enthusiastic response among the audience who kept calling out “encore, encore” for more!


We are also extremely pleased to mention that we have ultimately succeeded in putting forward a SLAMA banner. It is designed in white satin applique and the end result is worthy of our efforts. We humbly hope that we, with the future generation will derive spiritual harmony, and the true Malay spirit under this banner.


Long Live SLAMA!


May we conclude with heartfelt thanks and sincere  gratitude to all those who stood by us and gave us a hand in our duties. Special thanks to Zahara Dole for her untiring efforts and help in the preparation and printing of the Newsletters this year.  


We wish all our members a happy Eid-ul-Fitr and Allah’s blessings in the coming new year.


Slamath, and Threema Kaasi.





Shyama Dole & Zareena Jalill


Joint Editors
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This newsletter is open to all members of the SLAMA. Please do send in your articles for the newsletter and tell us about yourselves, or about anything interesting that you wish to share with the community.
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 (Extracted from the Daily News Sri Lanka – 22/6/96)









































DISCLAIMER: Articles published in this newsletter represent the views of the individual writer alone. SLAMA shall not be liable for the accuracy, content, or the reliability of any articles published in this newsletter.








Islamic Classes





SLAMA will be conducting Islamic classes for children on the last Sunday of every month from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Classes will be held at a pre-determined venue. Contact Rizwan (9629 8602) or Razikin (9868 2510) to confirm attendance and find out the venue. 








It was an enjoyable evening of entertainment, spent with lots of fun and an added opportunity afforded to members to meet their relatives and friends and to socialise in each other's company.��The entertainment consisted of 7 songs including SLAMA theme song, SLAMAT SLAMA, a children's dance, a combined Sitar, Violin, Flute & Tabla recital and a Tribal song & dance of the �Kaffir Soldiers titled "Roar-Roar Rubbabah.  Zareena Jalill is to be congratulated for the composition of Malay lyrics for the 7 songs, which were sung by members to popular Sinhala/Hindi tunes. ��The Maestro, Fayis Lye, provided music on the keyboard for all songs. Ezmal Lye carried out his tasks in coordination and overall supervision. Dr. Ahmed Veerabangsa in his calm and unassuming manner tirelessly attended to the sound system and stage management, despite the disturbance and vibrations caused by external interference, which was no fault of anyone in particular. Amin Buksh compered the program and participated in 2 items. 


The evening's variety program consisted of the following items:��*Lengang Puthri Lengang - a children's dance with Sabrina Shaideen taking the lead role accompanied by Nadia Shaideen, Malina, Serana & Atisha Buckman. Mareena Buckman & Zinnia Shaideen choreographed the dance.


*Kembali - sung by Zeeniya Lye, Shyama Dole & Zinnia Shaideen


*Mari Pi Sri Lanka - sung by Zareena Jalill, Izmir Dole, Shyama Dole, Surathie Sappideen & Zeeniya Lye.


*Rasa Sayang - sung by Amin Buksh.


*Rasa Lagu Viola - A combined classical instrumental recital by Nicky on the Sitar, Zareena playing the violin, Suthami on flute & Sameen on Tabla.


*Melayu Bahasa - sung by Sameen Shaideen.


*Mari Kithang Samma - sung by Izmir Dole & Surathie Sappideen


*Roar-Roar Rubbabah - A scene depicting a Tribal song & dance of Kaffir soldiers. Participants:  Razikin Dole, Amin Buksh, Ezmal Lye, Nizar Sappideen & Roy Packeer. Back up: Drums: Fayis Lye & Sameen Shaideen; choreographed by Capt Anwar Dole.��Shahareen Buckman provided a delicious Sri Lankan Menu with Wattalappan as dessert, while Rukmin Sookoor supplied hot rolls & beef rotties. Music for dancing was provided by DJ Vicky.   ��The children's dancing contest was won by Sabrina Shaideen. The Baila contest was won by the newly weds, Royanne & Shahnaz Lye.  Rozanne Sabar and Rohan Ousmand won the Raffles.  Sue Vit, a very good friend of Zareena Jalill, donated the prizes for the raffles. Our sincere thanks to Sue Vit for her contribution.





Capt. Anwar Dole





Calendar of Events for 2002


Please keep these dates free!





EVENT�
DATE�
VENUE �
�



SLAMA Picnic 


�



24 February 2002�



Bundeena Beach �����
�



Sports Day


�



7 April 2002�
Cumberland Oval �North Parramatta�
�



Rasool Mowlood Recital


�



2 June 2002�



West Epping Community Hall


Cnr Dent & Downing Streets


�
�



Malay Food Night


�



10 August 2002�



St Mary’s Church Hall, �1 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere �
�



SLAMA Social


�



2 November 2002�



St Mary’s Church Hall, �1 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere�
�



Eid-ul-Fitr Celebrations & AGM�



8 December 2002�
West Epping Community Hall


Cnr Dent & Downing Streets, Epping�
�






MY DANCE�by Nadia Shaideen


I enjoyed doing the Lengang dance at the SLAMA social. I wriggled my hips and kicked my heels in time to the music. 


Some girls waved from me as I was on stage and I smiled back at them forgetting that I had lost some teeth. I liked the kids disco dance when we danced in the mist. My sister, Sabrina won a prize. 


I love you all.


WHY I LIKE ORIGAMI�by Haroun Dole


I like origami because it is fun, creative and smart. Not many people know it, but it is easy to learn, and you can do it any time you want. 


All you need is a piece of square paper.  Normally to do origami you need special origami paper. You can buy this at Eckers in Sydney, or at � HYPERLINK http://www.origami.com ��www.origami.com� on the Internet. You can use ordinary paper if you like, but it is harder to fold. 


You can also get origami books at book stores. My Mum bought me a great origami book. It has lots of figures with instructions how to make them. The book also tells you about famous origami experts. 


I have been doing origami since I was in year one. I too want to become a world famous origami master and do great origami one day. �Here is some of the origami I did:








Children’s Corner





Soraya Buckman – First Prize Winner


Art Competition, National aboriginal & Torres Islander Day (NAIDOC) 2002





Soraya Buckman, daughter of Shahareen Buckman and the late Nazir Buckman, was awarded the first prize for her work of Art for year 3/6.  The Holroyd City Council has exhibited her work of art at all local libraries since 7th July 2002.  The presentation was made by the Mayor of the Holroyd Council among a large gathering of invitees at the Central Park. The award ceremony was preceded by tribal dances, songs and the hoisting of the Aboriginal & Australian flags.


Soraya is a student of Greystanes Public School where she has shown merit in her studies and has received annual awards; the last being described by her Principal as “FANTASTIC”.


We wish her a distinguished scholastic career. 


Well done Soraya. 


Keep up the good work!








Joined houses�
Macaw�
Piano�
Whale�
Bird�
�
Water bomb�
Magic purse�
Glider plane�
Helmet�
Cup�
�
Flower with stem�
Pheasant�
Gorilla�
Cicada�
Box�
�
Queen Anne table�
Talking frog�
Card table�
Crane�
Nun�
�
Jumping frog�
Peace dove�
Book shelf�
Pony�
Swan�
�
Peacock�
See saw�
Pig�
Seal�
Lilly�
�






trip to trincomalee by the kandy malay association – sri lanka


Our trip to Trincomalee on the 20th Sept. by the Kandy Malay Association was a real deviation for many as most of us are running a race with time. We decided on Trinco as we had never been there and the children were impatient to have their sea baths. We started off early, and by noon reached Kantalai – a paradise of fresh curd and honey. The curd was served in little decorated pots and eaten with relish using a piece of palm leaf. Delicious!


Dinner was cooked by our senior Malay ladies, and you know, there is no second word to Malay cuisine!


By evening, the veteran Malays of Trinco met us and took a hand in organising fresh fish, vegetables, entertainment and tour guidance. Their warm hospitality was impressive. Fresh fish was so welcome compared to the frozen fish we get in Kandy.


We were in Trinco for 3 days, and all 3 days we were able to take salubrious sea baths. Trinco looked calm, serene and beautiful compared to the conflict of yesteryear. Its natural beauty was enchanting. We visited Marble Beach, Nilaveli, the exotic natural harbour and China Bay. We also saw the ruins of the oil tanks bombed by the Japanese in WWII. The place was covered in crusted remnants of oil.


We also visited the 7 hot wells in Kinniya. In close proximity to this in the middle of the forest is a 40 foot Saint (Owliya).


Our Malay boys and girls sang full-throated in the bus rendering those beautiful songs that remain forever perennial. 


It was a unique gathering of the Kandy Malays. I pray that we will be blessed to visit Trinco again.�


Sent by Endrani Mohamed


Member of the Kandy Malay Association, Sri Lanka





eid-ul-fitr celebrations


We would like to have all members attend the Eid Celebrations scheduled for 8th December 2002 when we will also have the Annual General Meeting to conclude events for the current year and elect office bearers for the new year.


We hope that all members will keep the date free and join us.  


See you there!








A PAST VETERAN MEMBER OF THE SRI LANKAN MALAY COMMUNITY 


MASHMOON LYE – Is the daughter of the late M K Saldin who was the first Malay to be nominated to the State Council of Sri Lanka and wife the Malay leader B. Zahiere Lye who was a Member of Parliament. 


The birth and death anniversary of Mrs Mashmoon Lye who launched the Malay Rupee Fund in 1953 falls on June 18.  She was the mother figure of the Malays in Sri Lanka.


Her first social service act was in her teens when she helped her father to dole out charity to the needy on religious occasions, whilst still a student at St.Bridget’s Convent.  Developing the friendship of Malaysia’s Prime Ministers Tunku Abdul Rahman and Tun Razak they were regularly invited to the independent  “Merdeka” celebrations.


As a member of the Red Cross she visited the homes of the poor and saw the abject poverty in which people lived. She was saddened by their plight and resolved to help them and so the SLMA Rupee Fund was formed. Her strategy was simple and straight forward. Giving a Rupee will not hurt anyone and so the establishment of the Rupee Fund swelled the Kitty. In three years the government recognized the movement as an approved charity and the then Governor General Sir Oliver Goonetilleke invited the committee to hold a meeting at Queens House.


She was elected life President after 31 years. When the Rupee Fund celebrated its 10th Anniversary in 1963 it had expanded its social service activities establishing a Scholarship Fund for talented students to pursue higher education which helped the Malay community to produce more doctors, engineers, architects, agriculturists and teachers. 


Since then a Pre-school was started to serve needy children of the area. Dress making classes, typewriting classes and spoken English classes were added to the programme of work. 


The Malay community unveiled her portrait on her birthday to honour the social services rendered by her for over six decades. She was the first woman life member of the Malay Cricket Club and the first woman to enter a mosque in Woking England. 


The Malaysia Sunday Mail referred to her as the Mother of the Ceylon Malays. On her birthday a large number of children are given a treat, which they eagerly look forward to, together with their parents.


(Extract from Daily News – 22 July 1996)


   








THE IMAM AND THE BUS DRIVER


Several years ago an Imam moved to London in the United Kingdom. He often took the bus from his home to the downtown area. Some weeks after he arrived, he had occasion to ride the same bus. When he sat down, he discovered that the driver had accidentally given him too much change. A pound!!! As he considered what to do, he thought to himself, you better give the pound back. It would be wrong to keep it. Then he thought, "Oh forget it, it's only a pound. Who would worry about this little amount? Anyway the bus company already gets too much fare; they will never miss it. Accept it as a gift from Almighty Allah (SWT) and keep quiet." 


When his stop came, the Imam paused momentarily at the door, and on impulse, handed the pound back to the driver and said, "Here, you gave me too much change”. The driver with a smile replied, "Aren't you the new Imam in this area? I have been thinking lately about going to worship at your Mosque. I just wanted to see what you would do, if I gave you too much change." 


When the Imam stepped off the bus, his knees became weak and soft, he had to grab the nearest light pole and held on for support, and looked up to the heavens and cried: "Oh Allah, I almost sold Islam for a pound!"


Oh Allah I almost sold Islam for a Pound!


 We may never see the impact our actions have on people. Sometimes we are the only knowledge of Quran someone will read, or the only Islam someone will see.  We should be living examples of what Our Beloved Prophet Muhammad S.A.W has taught us. We can't settle for our sins and think that since we have been defiled by our sins, we cannot be a model for Islamic life. Quite the contrary. We are all on the same level in one aspect, as human beings. We are ALL sinners and need forgiveness. However, the big difference is that one is saved by belief, that Belief of the UNSEEN; belief that Almighty Allah is watching.


This code of conduct, which teaches one morals, etiquette and values so that we as Human Beings may respect and honour one another. Be careful and be honest everyday, because you never know who is watching.


But, Remember Allah Ta'ala is always watching!


MAY ALLAH ALMIGHTY HELP US IN ALL WALKS OF LIFE - Ameen











A trip to remember ……….


by Zahara Dole


The excitement began on 23rd Aug – the first leg of our journey, Sydney to LosAngeles. Post Sept 11 jitters, and a destination of LA meant we had to open all luggage prior to check in. We had five pieces of luggage each with two padlocks – all padlocks and keys looking alike. Do I need to mention I had a difficult task?��The highlight of this flight was crossing the equator and the International Date line. We reached LA  tired and sleepy. Welcome to the USA! Our day at Disney Land was tremendous. It was like being a child again. Universal Studios however, shattered all our illusions of Hollywood and the world of movies. What a façade! We entered the “Mummy’s Tomb” unimpeded.  We even “parted the red sea”, a little fake stream – nothing really prophetic! But the rides were great. Makes all others fade into insignificance.��Next stop - Baltimore (of sniper fame), just a stones throw from Washington DC. Our tour of DC made us further realise the impact of Sept 11. The Whitehouse was now barricaded from traffic. Guards heavily armed were always within sight. It was like being in Colombo in 1987 when the JVP revolted.  What did JR Jayawardene call it then - “Bayalightis” ???��London here we come! Mired by jet lag we toured the city, heads nodding with sleep. We visited the site where Anne Boleyn lost her head – literally! At Madam Tussauds, our very own Shane Warne greeted us at the door. There was a line to take photos with Brad Pitt and John Travolta (no, I did not get one). But it was the trio comprising Saddam, Bush and Blair that drew the crowds. Everyone wanted to be in it, including Haroun, and cameras were clicking furiously.��Colombo after 12 years amazed me. Large parts of it were more crowded than I remembered, other sections like a fairy tale. I refer to places like Crescat and the World Trade Centre. Haroun did not like the car horns. Rather rude he thought. Our arrival was celebrated by mosquitoes who declared a period of feast. Neither Aerogard, nor coils, nor new fangled electric repellents made any difference to our state of discomfort. I finally resorted to the trusty Siddhalepa. Gotcha! The mossies met their nemesis. Haroun still bears the scabs – scars of the war against mosquitoes!��On a positive note, it was good to be with family. The division within families brought about by migration is distressing. We all move for greener pastures. Yet sadly, the family unit that should be the greenest of all fades into little lonely pale patches dotted around the globe, waiting for the rare visit to add some always welcome, enriching rain. I look forward to a day when technology brings us to a point when I can say “Scottie beam me down”, and I will be in Colombo or Baltimore or London or anywhere in the blink of an eye. I know, I am now in Fantasy Land.





FIVE THINGS TO REFLECT UPON 


O! You muslim who are…


1. Desirous to drive large shiny cars, 


REMEMBER:  You will be driven one day as a horizontal passenger.





2. Wild and crazy over expensive clothing,


REMEMBER: You will one day end up in just ‘A KAFN”.





3. Recklessly sacrificing everything to construct beautiful homes and palatial mansions,


REMEMBER: the graveyard “pit” - one’s real home.





4. Greedily devouring tasty dishes and all types of extravagant delicacies, 


REMEMBER: one day ‘YOU” will be the meal for ants, worms and other insects.





5. Aspiring for fame, fortune and bright lights, 


REMEMBER: the awaiting darkness and loneliness of the GRAVE.











Niyyat to fast in the Month of Ramadhan


“Navaitu Sauma-ghadin, “an-adai, fardi-ramadani, ha-zi-his sanathi, lilla-hi-ta’ala.”





Should be recited before the fast is observed each day.








*     They only check out whether you deserve the place you yearn to go.


*     Where there is no need for Customs Officers or detectors.


*     Where the transit airport will be Al Barzaakh.


*     Where our final place of destination will be either the Garden under which rivers flow or the Hell Fire


Where our final place of destination will be either the Garden under which rivers flow or the Hell Fire


*     Food won't be served on this flight so do not worry about your allergies or whether the food is Halal.


*     Do not worry about legroom; you won't need it, your legs will become things of the past.


*     Do not worry about delays. This flight is always punctual. It arrives and leaves on time.


*     Do not worry about the in-flight entertainment programme because you would have lost all your sense of joy.


*     Do not worry about booking this trip, it has already been booked the day you became a foetus in your mother's womb.


*     Ah! At last good news! Do not worry about who will be sitting next to you. You will have the luxury of being the only passenger. So enjoy it while you can. If only you can!


*     One small snag though, this trip comes with no warning. Are you prepared?





Rizwan Miskin


Religious Affairs 








ONE-WAY TICKET


*     When we are leaving this world for the next one, it shall be like a trip to another country.


*     Where details of that country won't be found in glamorous travel brochures but in the Holy Qur'aan and the Al Hadiths.


*     Where our plane won't be British Airways, Gulf Air or American Airlines but Air Janazah.


*     Where our luggage won't be the allowed 23 kgs but our deeds no matter how heavy they weigh. You don't pay for excess luggage. They are carried free of charge, with your Creator's compliments.


*     Where our dress won't be a Pierre Cardin suit or the like but the white cotton shroud.


*     Where our perfume won't be Chanel, Paco Rabane, but the camphor and attar.


*     Where our passports won't be British, French or American but Al Islam


*     Where our visa won't be the six months leave to stay or else but the "La Illaha Illallah.."


*    Where the air hostess won't be gorgeous females but Isra'iil and the like.


*     Where the in-flight services won't be 1st class or economy but a piece of beautifully scented or foul smelling cloth.


*     Where our place of destination won't be Heathrow Terminal 1 or Jeddah International Terminal but the Qabarastaan.


*     Where our waiting lounge won't be nice carpeted & airconditioned rooms but the 6 feet deep gloomy Qabar.


*     Where the Immigration Officer won't be Her Majesty's officers but Munkir and Nakir.

















greetings from toronto!


 This is Drehan Garth from Canada. I am the daughter of the late Mueen Thunku Ousmand. I am so impressed with your web site, great information to share with others around the world, amazing stuff.


 


I also would like to share some news all the way from Canada, the birth of the Sri Lanka Malay association in Canada, which was initiated by Rishad Thunku Ousmand, where a fundraising event brought together the Sri Lankan Malay/Moor community.  


 


This event led to the forming of an association and we had our first Sri Lanka  Malay Association meeting in 1992 with Mohammad Jaffar as President, B. Darves Jayman as Vice President , Rishad Thunku Ousmand as gen. secretary and Darish Casseer as treasurer.


                 


It will be interesting to know how we gathered all the Malays together. Rishad Ousmand, along with his wife Ziany and myself  looked up the phone directory for Malay sounding names and  we did some telemarketing you may say, to get the Malays together in Toronto.


 


due to the lifestyle, personal family commitments, weather conditions and time restraints, we were not able to continue to hold meetings throughout the year.   However, understanding the needs of all members, Rishad Thunku Ousmand agreed to organize events on an annual basis, so as to create awareness amongst the Malay community in Toronto. the interest in these programs began to grow over the years, and created an immense awareness and the events got bigger and better!


 


1992 - 1998   - We organized colourful events with Malay cultural shows, combined with dinner dances, Eid lunch get-togethers and sports events during the summer such as friendly cricket games with other Sri Lankan  Associations, and of course great picnics, where we got to taste all the satays, chukahs and achchars! At our dinner/dances we had excellent food catered by our very own Baba Assen great typical Malay cuisine, he exclusively catered for us since 1992. �


The Sri Lankan community  invited us to participate for the first time in their 1992 Sinhala New Year festivities which is held every year. We presented a Malay dance, the  very first dance was the "Candle Dance" trained by Zunaiba de Silva, daughter of late Mambang Thunku Ousmand and now this has become an annual presentation since then.


 





 





All our cultural events began with the recital of Quirath by the Late Mueen Thunku Ousmand, when his health failed, he asked his young uncle Aliph Sallay to recite the Quirath on the last occasion in 1998. 





This program is now continued by the Sri Lanka Malay Association of Toronto and trust this will strengthen and unite to keep the Malays together.





I do hope  this will be of interest to you and would like to share this information with all our Malay saudara and saudaries.


 


Terimah Kasi 


 Drehan Garth (Ousmand) 


Scarborough


Ontario, Canada





SLAMAT – News from Toronto, Canada





BY Shyama Dole





We have been notified by the Malays of Toronto, Canada that they have now formed an Association, which is called Sri Lankan Malay Association of Toronto (SLAMAT). 


Following are the Office bearers:


President:  Sheikhul Aniff


Vice President:  Tuan Nallawangsa


Secretary:  Ackiel Ousmand


Asst. Secretary:  Dinara Aniff


Treasurer:   Zeena Izmeth


Asst. Treasurer:  Nesam Nallawangsa


Director Social & Cultural:  Zunaiba de Silva


Secretary Social & Cultural: Roshan Ousmand


Director Religious Affairs: Dilano Sally


Secretary Religious Affairs: Meluri Meru


General Council Members: Darish Casseer


                                            Renuka Zaheed


			 Verina Ismail


			 Fuard Dole�


We are happy to note that a former member of SLAMA Fuard Dole is now a General Council Member of SLAMAT.


Good Luck to Fuard in Toronto, Canada!
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 (Extracted from the Daily News Sri Lanka – 22/6/96)









































 marriages


 Aman-to-billah


  Our heartiest congratulations and best wishes to the happy couple, Imran & Shahana Shaideen who were married on 4th October 2002 at the Concord Function Centre. �


 Births


  Welcome to our newest member! 


 Congratulations to Krishan and Angeline Lye on the birth of their baby girl Kishaya Odele. Baby was born on the 26th of October 2002. ��
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