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EDITORIAL


Slamath, Saudara ,Saudari,





Another year has arrived bringing with it a new committee. But the face of SLAMA still remains the same… bright and lively, eager to foster togetherness among the community.





The committee has put together an agenda of exciting events for the year, some of which have already come and gone. You can read about them in this newsletter.





This newsletter has a calendar of events for the year 2004. This same calendar is also published on our SLAMA web page. So please do block the days out in your calendar. Your patronage of all events is the key to keeping the association going.  





I am proud to say that the camaraderie and generosity shown by the members at these events spills over into compassion and support when one of us is in need of comfort during times of sadness. I feel that this truly is the spirit of SLAMA. Keep this up because, like it or not, we need each other!


 


An editor’s job is not easy. The most difficult part is gathering articles for the newsletter. I will make special mention of Capt. Anwar Dole who tirelessly supplies us with articles to be published. Please everybody, take a leaf from his book and send in a little something to add to the community’s reading pleasure. Parents, there’s bound to be writing talent hidden in your children. Do take the time to find out. Lets make it a team effort!








Hope this is a good year for everyone. 


Slamath


Editor






























































 


 








Malay Cultural Dancing Classes


Those members interested in following Malay cultural dancing classes should contact the following committee members:�Shalina Mendis (9863 2653)�Zareena Jalill (9692 0473)�Surathi Sapideen (9629 8689)








DISCLAIMER: Articles published in this newsletter represent the views of the individual writer alone. SLAMA shall not be liable for the accuracy, content, or the reliability of any articles published in this newsletter. None of the articles herein may be reproduced in any way without the permission of SLAMA.








Calendar of Events for 2004


Please keep these dates free!





EVENT�
DATE�
VENUE �
�



Picnic/Sports Day�



14 March 2004�



Curtin Reserve, Winston Hills�
�



Rasool Mowlood Recital


�



16 May 2004





�
West Epping Community Hall� Cnr Dent & Downing Street, Epping�
�



Malay Food Night


�



14 August 2004�
�St Mary’s Church Hall, Rydalmere  �
�



SLAMA Social


�



9 October 2004�



Parramatta Town Hall�
�



Eid-ul-Fitr Celebrations & AGM�



21 November 2004�



West Epping Community Hal


Cnr Dent & Downing Street, Epping�
�






Children’s Corner





HALLOWEEN 


by India Cuttilan


Yesterday was so scary! I mean, it’s bad enough going into the old churchyard on a sunny day, but at night, it’s creepy!





The old church was built in 1901, with an old graveyard behind. No one goes there, except on Halloween – which was yesterday. Every year my friends and I go trick-or-treating. I was dressed as a gravestone, with my name on it. I could only see through two slits in front. The back and front of the cardboard gravestone were attached together with sticky-tape. It looked realistic, but rather large for a gravestone. The others were dressed up as witches, ghosts, goblins, and even as suits of armor. We looked so scary! 





There were 10 of us - Annie, Mal, Fiona, and Brittney all have brown, wavy hair. Lara, Deb, Stella and I have black hair, Tamara’s is blonde, and Steff has orange hair. We collected heaps of treats. It was really dark, and raining. Our feet were muddy, and we were soaked to the bones.  Now, the old church is quite far from where we live.  All 10 of us were walking home, and Mal goes, “We’re going the wrong way!” All heads turned. At that moment, there was a flash of lighting, the old church was towering above us. Then it started hailing!





We shrieked as the ice hit our skin. Annie shouted, “We’re going to have to go into the church!” Its marble stone gleamed in the darkness.  We decided to split up. Me, Lara, Deb, Stella and Fiona went together, while Annie, Mal, Brittney, Tamara and Steff went the other way.





























Ever wondered what the words were? �Jantong Jeeva


Sepe janthong jeeva, seeni mari, lari mari la


Abang tuan dathang ada, pintu bukala


Sepe janthong jeeva… (twice)





Abang kalu lambath datang, sala jang bilang


Panas nasi kasi kalu, larpar anthi ilang…Ilang, ilang, 


Panas nasi makan kalu, larpar anthi ilang





Sepe janthong jeeva


Sepe janthong jeeva, seeni mari, lari marila 


Sathu, duwa, thiga, empath, chiong kasi la!


Sepe janthong jeeva…





Lengang, lengang jalan jeeva, martha thi sooka


Chappe samma laari anthi, bothal kal bawa


Bawala bawala sathu bothal bukka la!


Sathu bothal bukka la…





Sepe janthong jeeva


Sepe janthong jeeva lekhas mari lari mari la


Abang surath keering ada mari ma batcha la


Sepe janthong jeeva…





Surath suda thulis nona hati ma sooka 


Sepe dekkath kalso doodook sikith, senang la jeeva


Doodook la doodook la, 


Sepe dekkath doodook la jeeva, sepe dekkath doodook la





Sepe janthong jeeva


Sepe janthong jeeva, seeni mari, iari marila 


Sathu, duwa, thiga, empath, chiong kasi la


Sepe janthong jeeva…





MESSAGE FROM THE CULTURAL COMMITTEE…


This year’s members/cultural night will be held on Saturday , 9th October 2004 at the Parramatta Town Hall. there will be events for children, teenagers and adults. To make the show a success, we appeal to the members to give us their whole-hearted support by participating and also encouraging their children to participate in the various events. 


Surathi and Shalina wil be in charge of co-ordination and training, so please expect a call from them soon.





The cultral committe will comprise of:


Surathi Sappideen, Amin Buksh, Shalina Sabar Mendis, Wazir Shaideen, Zareena Jalill, Razikin Dole, Mareena Buckman & Suthami Buckman





Committee Advisers will be:


 Capt. Anwar Dole, Dr. Ahamed Veerabangsa & Nizar Sappideen 





 





SPORTS DAY 2004





The 14th of March dawned on a glorious morning, to the great relief of members and well-wishers.


The venue was the John Curtin Reserve at Winston Hills. Things got to a good start at 10.30 a.m. with the overall presence of the Malay Community. Events commenced with the hoisting of the colourful SLAMA banner to the accompaniment of the SLAMA theme song sung in unison by all.


Starting with the men’s cricket match going on full swing, the ladies alternated the Elle game to coincide. Yells of delight were heard on and off from both ends.


A team of dedicated ladies aptly coordinated the children’s programs. The most popular was the doughnut-eating race where the onlookers enjoyed the fun too. The competitions were fast and furious with good sportsmanship all around.


The brick race for couples was a challenge. While the men placed the bricks the ladies had to gingerly tread on them, and hey-presto many of them lost their balance, landing on the ground. The rules were two bricks per couple, but one tried to smuggle three bricks for his lady! Guess what? He got caught in the middle of the hilarious event and was promptly disqualified.


I have to mention the fantastic food that was produced by all. The most delectable dishes were there for the culinary tastebuds. Delicious indeed, there was no second word.


Then there was the ritzy toe tapping music which sent young and old into a musical rhapsody in the open air! Boy, this was amazing specially when the erstwhile President joined his mate for an action packed rhumba dance duet. 


The water balloon was another feature much enjoyed by the ladies. One missed catch and splash it went!


Finally, the long awaited Tug-o-War for children and adults Laughter was echoed along the ground as one side collapsed helplessly on the ground. The participants were tall and short, fat and thin, old and young, firm and infirm, what a mix!


The conclusion was the prize giving when all prize-winners were rewarded for their participation and merit. Memorable indeed. 


SLAMA thanks all members, their families and friends who worked so tirelessly to make this function a success.


May I wish you all good health, peace, and threema kasi.


Till we meet again, Slamath  Slama!


Zareena Jalill     














Milad-Un-Nabi Our Holy Prophet (Sal) was the last messenger of Allah (surah Al-Ahzhab 33:40). We do not celebrate his birth, rather we remember it through the recitation of the Mowlood praising his life. Praise for the prophet is also specified in Surah Al-Ahzhab verse 33:56 (Inna Allaha wamala-ikatahu yusalloona Aala alnnabiyyi ya ayyuha allatheena amanoo salloo AAalayhi wasallimoo tasleeman). The Recitation of the Mowlood is left to upto each individual to follow or not to follow. �(condensed from a speech given at Milad-un-Nabi birthday celebrations held at the Green Valley Mosque in Liverpool)





 





Najaf and Karbala


In the news today we hear mention of places like Najaf and Karbala in relation to the present war in Iraq. Do you know the significance of these two towns? If you do not, here is some background information…





When Prophet Muhammed (Sal) died (in 11 AH or 633 CE), Hazrath Abu Bakr became the Caliph, followed by Hazrath Omar, Hazrath Usman and finally Hazrath Ali. 





During his rule, Hazrath Ali faced strong opposition from Muawiya, the son of Abu Sufyan who challenged him for the leadership. Abu Sufyan was an uncle of our Prophet (Sal) and his staunch enemy. Abu Sufyan opposed our Prophet (Sal) during the early days of Islam, but later converted when it became apparent that Islam was gaining momentum. 





Following a struggle for power, Hazrath Ali was killed in Kufa, a city in Iraq, about 170 km south of Baghdad, and 10 km northeast of Najaf. 





Hazrath Ali was buried in Najaf. His tomb, referred to as the Meshed Ali (tomb of Ali) is housed in a grand structure with a gilded dome. Nearby to this is the “Wadi-us-Salaam” or “Valley of Peace”. This is the largest cemetery in the Muslim world and contains the tombs of several other prophets like Prophet Ibrahim and Prophet Ishaq.


 


Imam Hassan, the older grandson of our Holy Prophet (Sal) was next in line for the Caliphate. But in the interest of peace he stepped aside for Muawiya to take leadership of the Muslims. It was agreed that on Muawiya’s death, the leadership would go to Imam Hussein, the second grandson of our Holy Prophet (Sal). However Muawiya reneged and just prior to his death appointed his corrupt son, Yazid as the next leader.





Yazid wanted Imam Hussein to pledge allegiance to him. Imam Hussein was reluctant due to Yazid’s evil ways. He felt his support of Yazid would undo all the good that his grandfather, our Holy Prophet (Sal), had done. Imam Hussein thus retired with his family to Medina (and then Mecca) to lead a secluded life. �…………….But he was constantly harassed. 








MEMBERS Do not forget the little matter of your subscriptions. This stands at a reasonable $15.00 per annum!  Please check in with Wazir (Shehan) our Treasurer at the next function. He will gladly assist you with your payments.





 





There is a tendency to equate the Babas with the elite. This is because accounts of Baba lifestyle tend to record the cultural monopoly of the rich and their more memorable lifestyle. The difference between the elite urban Babas and the less sophisticated rural Babas was the degree of borrowing from the Malay and British cultures. Rural Babas were more inclined towards the Malays, while the urban Babas, who represented the upper and social stratum of the community, were more anglicised. 





condensed from:�www.knowledgenet.com.sg/singapore/shf/e_journal/reviews/V1I1REV001.htm


www.iias.nl/iiasn/31/IIASN31_50.pdf


www.lewismicropublishing.com/Publications/Peranakan/PeranakanBeginnings.htm


www.hawaii.edu/cseas/pubs/malaysia/malaysia.html


www.arts.nie.edu.sg/ his/Singapore%20cc%203%20(Straits%20Chinese).doc


www.rootsweb.com/~lkawgw/malays1.htm





Guess what… some common English words have their origins in our very own bahasa melayu………..


English Word�
Malay Origin�
�
Cockatiel �
Kakak Tua �(So, was “burung kaka tua” singing about a cockatiel??)�
�
Cootie �
Kutu�
�
Gecko �
Gekok �(Of course we remember it as the obnoxious, loathsome “chich-chack”!)  �
�
Bamboo �
Bambu�
�
Camphor �
Kapur�
�
Mango �
Mangga�
�
Paddy �
Padi�
�
Rattan �
Rotan�
�
Sago Palm �
Sagu�
�
Compound �
Kampung — village�
�






WHY PORK IS FORBIDDEN ?


Bob: Tell me why is it that a Muslim is very particular about the words Halaal and Haraam; what do they mean? 


Yunus: That which is permissible is termed Halaal and that which is not permissible is termed Haraam and it is the Quran, which draws the distinction between the two. 


Bob: Can you give me an example? 


Yunus: Yes, Islam has prohibited blood of any type. You will agree that a chemical analysis of blood shows that it contains an abundance of uric acid, a chemical substance that can be injurious to human health. 


Bob: You're right about the toxic nature of uric acid, in the human being it is excreted as a waste product and in fact we are told that 98% of the body's uric acid is extracted from the blood by the kidneys and removed through urination. 


Yunus: Now I think that you'll appreciate the special prescribed method of animal slaughter in Islam. 


Bob: What do you mean? 


Yunus: You see, the wielder of the knife, whilst taking the name of the 'Almighty', makes an incision through the jugular veins, leaving all other veins and organs intact. 


Bob: I see, this causes the death of the animal by a total loss of blood from the body, rather than an injury to any vital organ. 


Yunus: Yes, were the organs, example the heart, liver, or brain crippled or damaged, the animal could die immediately and its blood would congeal in its veins and would eventually permeate the flesh. This implies that the animal flesh would be permeated and contaminated with uric acid and therefore very poisonous; only today did our dieticians realize such a thing. 


Bob: Again, while on the topic of food; why do Muslims condemn the eating of pork or ham or any foods related to pigs or swine. 


Yunus: Actually, apart from the Qur'an prohibiting the consumption of pork, bacon (pig flesh); in fact the Bible too in Leviticus chapter 11, verse 8, regarding swine it says, "of their flesh (of the swine, another name for pig) shall you not eat, and of their carcass you shall not touch; they are unclean to you." 


Further, did you know that a pig cannot be slaughtered at the neck for it does not have a neck; that is according to its natural anatomy.  A Muslim reasons that if the pig was to be slaughtered and fit for human consumption the Creator would have provided it with a neck. 


�All that aside, I am sure you are well informed about the harmful effects of the consumption of pork, in any form, be it pork chops, ham, bacon. 


Bob: The medical science finds that there is a risk for various diseases the pig is found to be a host for many parasites and potential diseases





 The story of Sri Lanka’s Malay folk


Renowned for their happy go-lucky attitude, Sri Lanka’s Malay folk have a fascinating history. 


This small Malay community that comprises of about 50,000 persons are mainly descended from Javanese political exiles, soldiers and convicts, who arrived in the island from Dutch-occupied Java during the period of Dutch colonial rule in Sri Lanka from 1658-1796. 


The vast majority of Sri Lankan Malays are of Javanese ancestry. However, some are descended from other islands in the Indonesian archipelago.


The local Malays refer to themselves as orang Java (people of Java) and orang Melayu (Malay people) while the Sinhalese community call them Ja-minissu (Javanese people). 





Political exiles: Indonesian political exiles (nobles and chieftains) comprised a large portion of the early Malay population. 


These exiles posed a political threat to the Dutch East India company (VOC) who had their headquarters in Batavia (Dutch name for Jakarta). Sri Lanka and the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa became the principal centres for their banishment. 


During the early British rule of Sri Lanka, Governor Maitland (1805-1811) who believed the exiles to be a danger to the British interests in the island took measures to expel them back to Java. A few exiles who espoused local women stayed back and gave rise to a small community of Malays claiming aristocratic status. 





Soldiers: It was the Malay soldiers brought by the Dutch to garrison their strongholds who comprised the bulk of the Malay community in the island. 


The Malay soldiers brought by the Dutch comprised the bulk of the Malay community in the island


There were over 2000 Malay soldiers in the island. Malay troops are said to have fought with the Dutch against the Portuguese such as the storming of Galle (1640), the siege of Colombo (1656) and the capture of Jaffna (1658); and with the Dutch against the Kandyan Kingdom (17th-18th century). 


With the surrender of the Dutch to the British in 1796, Malay soldiers were absorbed by the British military. The British being aware of the martial prowess of the Malays, imported Madurese and Javanese soldiers along with their families during the period of British rule over Java from 1811-1816.  





Convicts: These comprised petty officials and commoners deported by the VOC. However, these were very few compared to the soldiers.








 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE





Greetings dear fellow members of SLAMA.


We are united thorough a common heritage of being Malays and of being Sri Lankans. Even more, we are united by a common religion, Islam. It is a unique heritage. There is even more.  Ours is a cauldron of ancient Indonesian culture intermixed with native Sri Lankan culture with a tinge of English, Dutch and Portuguese mores, spiced up with a strong dash of Moorish Arabic culture.  We can find appreciation and pleasure in Indonesian food, Sri Lankan songs, English literature, Portuguese bailas and the poetical recitation of Quranic verses in Arabic. 





We also have inherited many strong dreams through this collective culture… 


We have a great dream that one day the endemic strife in Sri Lanka would cease and its people would discard the historical bigotry that has blighted that otherwise serendipitous land. How pleasant our dream would be if all in Sri Lanka could overcome bias, prejudice and chauvinism and unite under the banner of real humanity. There is nothing wrong with valuing one’s own culture and religion but there is plenty wrong if such value is based on devaluing another’s culture and religion.  We cannot shake off such an optimistic dream, after all a great many of our friends and close relatives are still living there. 





We also dream of a day when the massive and incessant media barrage against Islam would wane and the Muslims could walk on the street without being victims of mass prejudice. The correlation of Muslims with terrorism sometimes subtle but often not so subtle is telling on the silent majority of peace loving world Muslims.





We also have lesser dreams, that one day the Sri Lankan cricketers would blast every other cricketing nation at test level; that the direct flight from Sydney to Colombo will recommence and that the almighty lord, the Australian Immigration Ministry will let our loved ones travel to Australia without let and hindrance, and so on.    





I have another dream, which I hope is the dream of all members of SLAMA, which is that members of SLAMA will foster greater friendship and understanding, promoting warmth and love amongst ourselves and keep SLAMA alive long into the future. 


Amin Buksh











Bashur Musafer

















What’s in a BABA?





Did you know the title Baba borne by some Sri Lankan Malays is a Malay honorific title for Straits Chinese? (The Straits Settlements comprising Penang, Malacca and Singapore.) The Straits Chinese were mainly descendants of old merchant traders settled in the region from as early as the 15th Century.  A large majority of the members of these Chinese communities were from the southern parts of China. 





The word ‘Baba’ may have been a corruption of the Malay word ‘Bapa’ for father. But, some Chinese dialects address men as A-ba and women as A-nya,





The honorific term ‘Baba’ in time came to refer primarily to Straits Chinese men. In the heyday of Straits Chinese prestige and influence, it was an advantage to be a Baba, and all Straits-born Chinese liked to be known as Babas. It was also not uncommon for families to name their sons Tua-ba..., Ji-ba..., San-ba..., Si-ba. (could this explain why we still have “Baba” tacked onto some names?)





The wife of a Straits Chinese was called Nonya (shortened to Nona), an honorific for lady. In line with this practise, Baba parents liked to name their daughters Nio or Neio. (could this be the origin of our very own ‘Gnei’?)


�The Babas, being descendants of the pioneer traders, called themselves local-born or Peranakan, setting themselves apart from recent immigrants from China. The Nyonya, abandoned the traditional Chinese cheongsam in favour of the Malay sarong kebaya and developed a spicy Malay-influenced cuisine.


�The Babas gradually developed into an urban white-collared community sending their children to schools where English was the medium of instruction. They evolved into the trading elite, developing a rapport with the Europeans, and adopting westernised ways. The western culture that the Babas met with was that of a ruling class, and early indications of taking to British ways were the Baba’s display of wealth with their opulent mansions acting as statements of rank. 





The period from around the mid 18th to the mid 19th century could be said to be the heyday of the wealthy Baba elite and entrepreneurs. This was the period during which the already wealthy Malacca Babas, most of them merchants and landed gentry, expanded their business network to Singapore.











PERSATUAN SRILANKA AUSTRALIA MELAYU





Veteran members of the Sri Lankan Malay Community


THE LATE JUSTICE M.T. AKBAR, K.C�


“It can truly be said of him as often men in like position, that he did not fear the weather and did not trim the sails. But instead challenged the wind itself to improve its direction and caused it to blow more slowly and more kindly over the nation and its people”





The year 2004 marks the 60th death anniversary of Justice M.T. Akbar, K.C., a retired senior Puisne Justice of the Supreme Court of Ceylon, a legal luminary of his time and a distinguished member from a leading Sri Lankan Malay family.





A product of Royal College, Colombo, the late Mr. Akbar displayed a high intellect and a retentive memory as a school boy. He won the De Soysa Science award at Royal and a government scholarship that earned him a place at Cambridge University. 


He was the first Malay to enter Cambridge University for higher studies in Law and Science. 


After a bright and successful career at Cambridge, he returned to Ceylon as a Barrister-at-Law and was called to the Bar. In a short time he was appointed Crown Counsel, and in 1924, was appointed the Solicitor General. In 1928 he was appointed acting Attorney General. In 1929 he got his permanent appointment as a Justice of the Supreme Court succeeding Sir Steward Schneider.  He occupied this seat for seven long years. His contemporaries on the bench at one stage or the other were former chief justices Sir Stanley Fisher, Sir Philip Macdonnel and Sir Sydney Abrahams. Other fellow judges were Justices T.F. Garvin, Allan Druberg, L.M. Martensz and F.H.B. Koch.





During the seven years that he served on the bench, he presided over two difficult and sensational criminal trials of that decade. The “Duff House” murder case in which Stephen Seneviratne, a Barrister-at-Law, was charged with murdering his wife by administering chloroform. The other was that of Attygalle, a doctor convicted of performing an illegal operation on a patient.





It is not possible in a brief article such as this to recount the numerous other criminal and civil cases that came up for judgment before Justice Akbar. It would however be correct to say that every case was dealt with the application of the principle that knowledge and experience should precede understanding, and understanding should precede judging. His judgements have therefore earned great respect because they have been sculptured with granite care.





The 5th AGM next took place with a reading of a verse selected from the Holy Quran by Seenar Sappideen. The ODE to SLAMA which had been composed by Zareena Jalill (after great research and study) was recited with eloquence by Shehan Sookoor, son of Tony and Rukmin Sookoor.





Election of office bearers for 2004 then followed. We are happy to see new faces on the Executive Committee and wish them a very pleasant term of office. The list of office bearers can be found on the front of this newsletter.





After the election, a cake decorated by Chandini Cuttilan, was cut by Capt. Anwar Dole to the accompaniment of ‘Happy Birthday to SLAMA’ sung by the members.  The days proceedings ended with a vociferous rendering of SLAMAT SLAMA followed by the SALAWATH.





The year 2003 recorded the death of Fareed Dole, Father of Razikin Dole, the death of Bashurdeen Musafer, father of Bashur (Tutu) Musafer, and the death of Mrs Noorun Nahar Amit, mother of Zeena Sappideen. All three deaths were in Colombo.





We also wish to record the death of one of the members of SLAMA, Hajiani Daneen Lye on 6th November 2003. The late Daneen Lye was the wife of Ruswan Lye of Sydney. Janaza took place at the Muslim section of the Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney, Australia.


�
The Wedding of Shazneen Packeer  and Dharshan Usman took place in Colombo on 6th July, 2003. Shazzie will be remembered as a popular member of SLAMA and a former treasurer.





The task of the new Committee will be to take adequate steps to train the younger members to take over from the older members the key positions so that SLAMA could function effectively in the future years. Teaching of Islam should be given prominence and Quranic classes held regularly.





We shall pray for Almighty Allah’s Blessings and guidance in our future endeavours.


Capt. Anwar Dole�Patron�On Behalf of the Executive Committee of SLAMA 











In the meantime, the people of Kufa (the ruling capital at that time) had been imploring Imam Hussein to free them from Yazid’s tyranny. The Kufans pledged their support to Imam Hussein. He  thus decided to leave Mecca for Kufa.


This journey took place during the month of Hadj.





Enroute, Imam Hussein and his party made camp at Karbala. The Imam's camp included women and children. Yazid’s army who had tracked them to Karbala surrounded them there. The army cut the water supply to the camp.  This occurred around the 6th day of Muharram. The situation was hopeless.





On the 10th day of Muharram (the day of Ashura), Imam Hussein sent one man after another from the camp to fight the army. Lastly, when all his men had laid down their lives, Imam Hussein brought his son in his arms asking for water for the baby, dying of thirst. The child was immediately shot by an arrow in the arms of the helpless father. 





Lastly, Imam Hussein came into the field and was killed. Yazid’s army then decapitated Imam Hussein’s body and raised his head onto a lance. They took the head as a trophy to Yazid. The decapitated bodies were left lying on the ground till the people from a nearby village buried them. 





Imam Hussein’s tomb can be seen today in Karbala. 





It must be noted that Imam Hussein was killed by his fellow Muslims. (Yazid, son of Muwaiya, grandson of Abu Sufyan, and his army). He died for establishing justice and honest leadership, for freedom and human rights.  





Sadly, it is these two great tombs at Najaf and Karbala that are currently the scenes of battles raging today in Iraq.


 





 























Yunus: Yes, even apart from that, as we talked about uric acid content in the blood, it is important to note that the pig's biochemistry excretes only 2% of its total uric acid content, the remaining 98% remains as an integral part of the body. 


Contributed By Rizwan Miskin�




















Although his speciality was criminal cases, having served in the Attorney General’s Department for over 20 years, he was also assigned to deal with complicated civil cases, which he disposed  off in the most acceptable manner.





It was the inclination towards the higher life that made him retire from service at an early age. This enabled him to devote time to social & educational affairs, as well as religion. He was chairman of the Education and Reforms Committee and the Temperance Movement. His fight against stiff opposition to have Peradeniya as the site for the first residential university, and his contributions to the Colombo Municipal Council are some of the activities that ensured a place for him as a famous public figure in the country.





The Akbar Hall at Peradeniya University and a road by his name in Colombo remain as grateful acknowledgments of his untiring labour and service to the country.


“A statesman yet friend to truth of soul sincere�In actions faithful, and in honour clear�Who broke no promise, served no private end�Who gained no title and who lost no friend�He was noble, nobility itself.”





Capt. Anwar Dole














FROM THEN TO NOW……


SRI LANKAN AUSTRALIAN MALAY ASSOCIATION (SLAMA)





This is the second installment of my previous article on the above subject that was published in February, 2003. For purpose of record, �and for the information of the younger generation, and new members of SLAMA in particular, it is desirous to continue the previous article with events pertaining to the year 2003. To begin with, I wish to trace the events that led to the formation of the Malay Association in Sydney, N.S.W.





In accordance with a circular dated 30th June 1998, issued by Nizar Sappideen who was the convenor of the meeting, the under mentioned gentlemen assembled at 253, Caroline Chisholm Drive, Winston Hills, Sydney, the former residence of Nizar Sappideen on 6th June, 1998 to examine and implement a proposal to form an organised body for the expatriate Sri Lankan Malays in New South Wales:


Dr Ahmed Veerabangsa, Capt. T. A. Dole, Bashur Musafer, Razikin Dole, Ezmal Lye, P.T. Ousmand, Sameen Shaideen, �Tony Sookoor, Rizwan Miskin and Nizar Sappideen (Convenor).





The meeting unanimously agreed upon the formation of an Association for the Sri Lankan Malay Community in Australia and decided that the new Association be named “The Sri Lanka Malay Association of Australia”, which was later changed to “Sri Lankan Australian Malay Association” with a short title SLAMA.





The inaugural general meeting of SLAMA was held on 19th September, 1998 at the Dundas Community Centre, Telopea, with Capt. Anwar Dole elected pro�term Chairman, presiding until the election of the President of SLAMA and other office bearers. Nizar Sappideen was the popular choice and was unanimously elected President for the year 1998-1999.





The idea behind the formation of this Association was to maintain the identity of Sri Lankan Malays, their culture and history in a new country, Australia. It echoes the same need that their forebearers felt, consequent to their exile and emigration to Sri Lanka.





SLAMA completed its fifth year of existence on 19th September 2003, and on 30th November 2003, the 5th AGM of SLAMA was held at West Epping Community Hall, Sydney. On this day, the 5th Anniversary of SLAMA and Hari Raya celebrations were organised. The programme for the day commenced with the Hari Raya Song, “Lenggang mak limah” lead by Surathi Sappideen, followed by the Anniversary and Hari Raya lunch. Immediately after this a group photograph of all SLAMA members present was taken by Dr Veerabangsa and Amin Buksh. Another photograph was taken of the younger members under 15 years of age.





Obituaries


VEERABANGSA - MASS THAJON (MUZAHIM) expired.  Brother of Dr Ahamed Veerabangsa, brother-in-law of Roshmin.�


MANTARA – KUMBANG expired. Grandmother of Zeshan Mantara, grandmother-in-law of Kazeena. 


May Allah (SWT) admit them both to Jannathul Firdous, A'meen!











Although it appears that the majority of Malays did not bring their womenfolk with them, there is evidence to show that some did. As borne out by later Dutch records, the Malays preferred to marry local Moor women, due to their common religious background. 


Marriage with local Sinhalese women has also been considerable since the 19th century. It is for this reason that local Malays differ physically from their brethren in the Indonesian archipelago.





The local Malay language (known to local Malays as "bahasa Melayu" and somewhat differs from bahasa Indonesia and bahasa Malaysia) was a thriving one in the olden days, so much so that two Malay newspapers, Alamat Lankapuri and Wajah Selong in Arabic script (Gundul script) were published in the latter part of the 19th century. 


The local Malay language  is still spoken in Malay homes, though there is evidence to show that it is being fast replaced by Sinhala.  


It can still be said that the Sri Lankan Malays have been more conservative than their brethren domiciled in South Africa (Cape Malays) who have had similar beginnings but no longer speak the language. This is despite the Cape Malay community being three times larger than the Sri Lankan Malay community. 





The Malays  have also jealously guarded their family names, social customs and culinary habits.


The Malays have staunchly retained certain aspects of their culture, examples being the honorific Tuan which precedes the names of Malay males.


Today there exist many Malay family names that have fiercely resisted the inroads made by Islamic Arab names; these include Jaya, Bongso, Tumarto, Kitchil, Kuttilan, Kuncheer and Singa Laksana. Although Malay social customs such as those pertaining to births and marriages are not very different from those of their Moorish co-religionists, there do exist a few practices that differ. 


A practice peculiar to the Malays until fairly recent times was the singing of pantuns on festive occasions. 


The Malays have also retained some of their traditional fare such as nasi goreng (Fried rice), satay and Malay Kueh (cakes and puddings). Barbath (tripe) and Pittu is another favourite dish that has found much favour amongst other communities as well.


Traditional Malay dress has ceased to exist. Local Malay women, like their Moorish sisters, dress in sari instead of the traditional Malay Baju and Kurung. 


The arts of batik printing and rattan weaving, both lucrative cottage industries in the country, also owe their origins to the Malay. 


Condensed from an article by Asiff Hussein at /www.lankalibrary.com/cul/Malay1.htm


























"Resipi Makanan Melayu"  - traditional Malay recipes produced by the Womens Affairs Branch of the Sri Lanka Malay Association, compiled by Farida Deane and priced at $10.00 can be purchased by telephoning Melati on 9482 3835.


 





CONGRATULATIONS To Sherwyn Lye who has been successful at the last HSC exam.  Sherwyn has been accepted by Macquarie University to study Law and Science





 





We were huddled together, when a noise reached our ears. Whispering. I looked at the others and nodded. We scrambled trying to hide. I stood still, pretending to be a gravestone. Lara and Stella stood straight, like suits of armor, Deb and Fiona floated around like ghosts. The whispering came closer. I waited nervously, then…


 AARRRGGGHH! I was yelling like mad! The others were screaming their heads off too. “Arana?” someone asked. The voice was familiar. “Mal?” I questioned. The others all turned up, I explained what had happened. It turned out that the whispering was the other girls.  We’d scared each other to death.  Now I never go trick-or-treating. You never know what’s waiting for you out there!





A Critique of J.K. Rowling �by Haroun Dole


Through history there have been books. Books were not only to inform and educate, some books were used to entertain and amuse. With all books come authors, one of them is J.K. Rowling, the proud creator of Harry Potter.


Having read all of the books in the Harry Potter series, here is my opinion of the good and bad things about them:


GOOD�
BAD�
�
Fun to read�
In the 5th book everybody thinks Harry is crazy which is bad�
�
Easy to understand�
Harry’s grandfather is killed which is sad�
�
Has different spells�
The books keep getting longer�
�
Really adventurous�
The start of probably all of the books is a bit boring�
�
Today Harry Potter is a very famous book and movie. J.K. Rowling closely rivals the great J.R.R. Tolkien, whose most famous books make up the “Hobbit” and the “Lord of the Rings” series. 


Sadly, all we can do is sit back and wait till J.K. Rowling writes the next Harry Potter book. Hope it will not take too long!
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