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ASSALAMU ALAIKUM!

As the current president of SLAMA and on behalf of the Committee, I take this opportunity to wish all the members & their families a happy and peaceful 2002.

SLAMA has undoubtedly received the support and cooperation of its members in the past years, as a result all its functions have been a success. The present committee Insha Allah will no doubt strive to continue the good work and ensure that the members receive the expected level of service.

A program for the year 2002 has been drawn up and the members are urged to keep these dates free and attend these functions. SLAMA will also conduct Islamic classes and lectures for children. Special efforts will be made to encourage children to take an active role in SLAMA activities by creating a SLAMA Juniour’s Club. 

The SLAMA newsletter also needs your articles, snippets of news and feedback. The newsletter now has a classified column for members free of charge. A SLAMA Internet web page is being developed and will be published soon. 

The next SLAMA function will be the Picnic & Family Recreation day by bus on 24th  February. We look forward to seeing all the members and their families at this fun-filled outing.

Wasalaam

Razikin Dole

President

Extract of the Outgoing President’s speech delivered at the December 2001 AGM.

[image: image9.wmf]It is with great pleasure that I address all of you gathered here today. It has been an honour and privilege for me to have been able to serve you as President of SLAMA, and I take this opportunity to thank you for placing your confidence and trust in me. I must admit that I found it quite demanding and challenging at times, but with the support and encouragement of my family, it proved to be an enjoyable experience.

The past 12 months have been very successful for SLAMA, and I thank my dedicated committee members and their families without whose support it would not have been possible to function so efficiently and smoothly. I am proud to say that all our functions were well patronised by our members and their friends, resulting in a substantial profit for the association. I thank those members who have supported us throughout the year in all our ventures and also those who contributed in various ways to make our functions a success. 

Special mention should also be made about a non-member and close friend of Zareena Jalill, namely Sue Vit who has contributed generously by way of cash, raffle tickets, hampers, and sponsorship of advertisements for our souvenir.  Our deep appreciation and gratitude go out to her. 

We have to keep in mind that SLAMA was formed with the sole intention of bringing Malays from all walks of life together. Maintaining unity and harmony amongst ourselves, and always being there for each other at times of need.  It is our duty to instil these thoughts in the minds of our children ensuring that this practise is carried forward throughout the future generations, taking SLAMA from strength to strength.

Finally, I wish the new President and committee all the very best and assure them of our wholehearted support to keep the SLAMA flag flying for many more years to come.

Thank you.

Sameen Shaideen

Outgoing President
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Congratulations 

Sudeshini Tara Veerabangsa has graduated in the following:

Four year course in Bachelor of Applied Science in Speech Pathology from the University of Sydney. Sudeshini is the younger daughter of Dr. Ahamed and Roshmin Veerabangsa of Sydney, Australia.
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My visit to Aunty Zareena’s house

During the school holidays I went to Aunty Zareena’s house at Glebe with my mum. 

We had to take a bus, train, and taxi to get to Aunty Zareena’s house. 

We went on a ferry ride, we went under the Harbour Bridge, and it was fun to see the Opera House.  Mum  got sick on the ferry.  It rained on that day.

I was happy to see the movie “Harry Potter & the Philosophers Stone” at the cinema, and we got some popcorn too.
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Next we went on a tram ride and it was good. We saw the monorail too and mum got me a Game Boy.

Aunty Zareena’s food was delicious. I enjoyed it very much. I think Aunty Zareena is the best cook in the whole world!
I will always remember this holiday for the rest of my life.

Haroun Dole


Islamic Classes

SLAMA will be conducting Islamic classes for children commencing Sunday 3rd March from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Classes will be held at Razikin’s residence (227, Carlingford Road). Contact Rizwan (9629 8602) or Razikin (9868 2510) and confirm attendance

Did you know how the Moon & Star became the symbol of Islam?

The city of Byzantium (Constantinople, or modern Istanbul) was dedicated to Diana, Greek goddess of the hunt, and the crescent was the symbol of Diana. In 330 CE, Emperor Constantine rededicated the city to the virgin Mary, whose star symbol was added to the previous crescent. When the Turks took possession of Constantinople, they found lots 

of crescent flags and adopted it as a symbol of good omen. 

"The star and crescent" was first hoisted on behalf of the Muslims by Mahomet II after the capture of Constantinople in 1453 CE. Prior to that, it was common on the arm of Knights. A star within a crescent was a badge of Richard I, 250 years before Constantinople fell. They quit using it when it became the banner of Muslims. 

It has been used more and more ever since by Muslims in a way to identify themselves.

Religious stories for children


Prophet Isa (Jesus)

After thirteen hundred years from the time of Prophet Moses (P.B.U.H.), Allah sent Prophet Jesus (P.B.U.H.) to save the people from misguidance and sin. 

The book that Prophet Jesus brought from Allah for the guidance of people is called Injeel or the Gospel. Most of the people did not accept Jesus' invitation to the right path. They showed a lot of hatred and cruelty towards him instead. 

Prophet Jesus stood firm guiding the people how to worship one Allah. He wanted people to love each other instead of hurting or being cruel. 

Some people with the help of the Governor of the city planned to kill Jesus. But, at the time in which it was planned to have Jesus killed, the guards and the soldiers of the Governor, by mistake, captured a different man who looked very much like Jesus and they crucified (hung) him. 





Ever since, it is said that Jesus was crucified. In fact Allah saved Jesus from those wicked and cruel men. 

Christ is another name of Jesus and for this reason his followers are called Christians. The birth of Prophet Jesus marked the beginning of the Christian calendar. When we say 1999 A.D., it means that 1999 years have passed since the birth of Jesus Christ.

http://playandlearn.org/stories
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Asia bint Mazahem (Pharaoh's wife)

In ancient times, a tyrant king, a famous Pharaoh, was ruling Egypt. He claimed to be a god and asked his people to worship him. "I'm your exalted god", he said to them. His soldiers raided the houses of the believers in the One Allah and killed them.

Meanwhile, Prophet Musa (Moses) was calling the people in Egypt to believe in One Allah.

Pharaoh had a very beautiful, gentle and good-hearted wife. She was called Asia bint Muzahem. Pharaoh loved her dearly. 

Now, Asia heard about Musa's religion, and began to pursue its news and that of those who embraced it. But she was very 

sad to know that they were punished for following it. Asia liked this new religion. She felt also that her love for her husband was beginning to fade away as his tyranny got worse. 

A big wall of hatred rose between the tyrant Pharaoh and his God-fearing wife, who now spent most of her time worshiping and praying to Allah Almighty. "Oh Allah, grant me a house in heaven", she used to say. 

Pharaoh knew that his beloved wife had abandoned his religion and was very angry indeed. But he was unable to stop her. So, he decided to kill her. 

The faithful woman was martyred for her beliefs, and in that, she became a great example of the believers' bravery.


http://playandlearn.org/stories


LIFE’S LESSONS

Everyone is important

During my second month of nursing school, our professor gave us a pop quiz. I was a conscientious student and had breezed through the questions until I read the last one. “What is the first name of the woman who cleans the school?”

Surely, this was some kind of joke! I had seen the cleaning woman several times. She was tall, dark haired, and in her fifties, but how would I know her name? I handed in my paper, leaving the last question blank.

Just before class ended, one student asked if the last question would count towards our quiz grade.

“Absolutely!” said the professor. “In your careers, you will meet many people. All are significant. They deserve your attention and care, even if all you do is smile and say “Hello”. 

I’ve never forgotten that lesson. I also learnt her name was Dorothy.

Always remember those who serve

In the days when an ice cream sundae cost much less, a ten year old boy entered a hotel coffee shop and sat at a table. 


The waitress put a glass of water in front of him. 

“How much is an ice cream sundae?” he asked. “Fifty cents” replied the waitress. 

The little boy pulled his hand out of his pocket and studied the coins in it.

“Well, how much is a plain dish of ice cream?” he inquired. By now people were waiting for a table and the waitress was growing impatient. “Thirty five cents” she brusquely replied.

The little boy again counted his coins. “I’ll have the plain ice cream”, he said. The waitress brought the ice cream, put the bill on the table and walked away. 

The boy finished the ice cream, paid the cashier and left. When the waitress came back, she began to cry as she wiped down the table. There placed neatly beside the empty dish were two nickels and five pennies. 

You see, he couldn’t have the sundae because he had to have enough left to leave her a tip.


TIME waits for no one 

Imagine there is a bank which credits your account each morning with $86,400, carries over no balance from day to day, allows you to keep no cash balance, and every evening cancels whatever part of the amount you had failed to use during the day. 

What would you do? Draw out every cent, of course! 

Well, everyone has such a bank. Its name is TIME. Every morning, it credits you with 86,400 seconds. Every night it writes off, as lost, whatever of this you have failed to invest to good purpose. It carries over no balance. It allows no overdraft. Each day it opens a new account for you. Each night it burns the records of the day. If you fail to use the day's deposits, the loss is yours. There is no drawing against "tomorrow". 

To realise the value of ONE YEAR, ask a student who has failed his exam. 
To realise the value of ONE MONTH, ask a mother who has given birth to a premature baby. 
To realise the value of ONE WEEK, ask an editor of a weekly newspaper. 
To realise the value of ONE DAY, ask a daily wage labourer with ten kids to feed. 
To realise the value of ONE HOUR, ask the lovers who are waiting to meet . 
To realise the value of ONE MINUTE, ask a person who has missed the train. 
To realise the value of ONE SECOND, ask a person who has survived an accident. 
To realise the value of ONE MILLI-SEC, ask the person who has won a silver medal in Olympic. 
SO TOO, REMEMBER YOUR DAILY PRAYERS, AS YOU MAY RUN OUT OF TIME TO FULFIL THAT OBLIGATION.


 



HOOVER washing machine in good condition. Contact 9868 2510.




DINING TABLE with 4 chairs going cheap. 
Contact 9692 0473.





Suara Melayu Langkawi
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EDITORIAL


SLAMAT!


It is a great pleasure to note that three eventful years have passed since the inauguration of SLAMA. The enthusiasm shown by the committee members each year has been very encouraging and we hope all members will rally around the new committee to make this another memorable and eventful year.��The first Exco meeting has been held and the calendar of events for the year 2002 is set out in this newsletter. We hope that all members will plan ahead to attend these events/functions to make them a success. The committee cannot function without the full support of its members.��We request all members to pay up their membership dues to the Treasurer without waiting for reminders. As we have only a small membership it will be appreciated if members follow this up.��Any articles, poems or classifieds submitted to the newsletter will be welcomed by the Editorial Committee.�





Shyama Dole�Joint Editor�








Have you paid your subscriptions for the �current year? 





Please contact the Treasurer Ezmal Lye on 


9449 3468. You could send your cheque ($15.00 per family) to 32, Chisholm Street, Turramurra, NSW 2074. 
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SLAMA Picnic – February 2002
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Have you confirmed your booking by payment for this fun filled event?


 


Come and enjoy a wonderful family orientated day in a summer-beach atmosphere, in the isolated quietness of Bundeena. The wind and the waves have eroded the beach creating lime stone rock formations, unique in pattern, breathtakingly beautiful and classic in style. 





There are large green areas for children, and fishing is possible for all would-be anglers, so bring along your fishing gear. If our luck holds, we may also have “fresh catch of the day” for lunch.





The bus hired is a 66 seater. It will be much appreciated if members and their families would kindly confirm their bookings by 10th February by contacting Razikin Dole (9868 2510), Zareena Jalill (9692 0473), AlHaj PT Ousmand (9626 5095) or Amin Buksh (9890 7464).





Those who are held up or arrive late at the bus pick up point are welcome to join the picnic via their own transport.





Tune up your vocal cords; bring your drums, tin cans, spoons, and any other musical instruments for a grand slam gig on the bus and beach.





 

















Classifieds


Members are welcome to use these classifieds free of charge.





Compiled from Mumsa News of Macquarie University Muslim Students Association








Calendar of Events for 2002


Please keep these dates free!





EVENT�
DATE�
VENUE �
�



SLAMA Picnic 


�



24 February 2002�



Bundeena Beach by Bus�
�



Sports Day


�



7 April 2002�



To be notified�
�



Rasool Mowlood Recital


�



2 June 2002�



To be notified�
�



Malay Food Night


�



3 August 2002�



To be notified�
�



Gala Dance Night


�



26 October 2002�



To be notified�
�



Eid-ul-Fitr Celebrations & AGM�



8 December 2002�



To be notified�
�









CHILDREN’S CORNER





Obituaries











Mrs Booban Nona Packeer


Expired on 10th December 2001 in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Mother of Roy and Mother-in-law of Surahie of Sydney, Australia.  








Mr Abdul Gaffoor Packeer


Expired on 12th January 2002 in Colombo, Sri Lanka.  Brother-in-law of Roy Packeer of Sydney, Australia.








Inna lillahi wa inna ilaihi rajioon. May they attain Jannatul Firdaus.





http://www.missionislam.com/islam/knowledge 
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