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SLAMA Sports Day

On Sunday 25th March, starting off as a somewhat dull and depressing day, our Sports Day commenced with blackened clouds threatening to send us home. The faces of SLAMA members could be read like a book, with each one of us thinking that it was going to pour down at any second.

But as the SLAMA banner was hoisted, spirits were raised as Robin Cuttilan prepared the music and Sameen Shaideen organised the seating for the arrival of our members. The cones for the 100m sprint were aligned by Heshan Miskin and thus, the stage was set for another action packed sports day.

Prior to the commencement of the official events, a few eager members could be seen practising. Dylan Ousmand practised his bowling while Anosh Samsudeen hit many balls down the hill. Anosh’s father however, Hilmy Samsudeen, battled it out against Amin Buksh and others in a game of touch football.

The day officially commenced with a rousing soccer match. Sporting his Australia jersey, Robin Cuttilan made several breaks and many well placed free kicks. But the combination of Jason Inman, and Shehan Sookoor on defence, coupled with Shammi Miskin (Player of the Match) dominating the field was too much. Zeshan Mantara leading his team to an easy 2-0 victory. The losing team unfortunately had not selected a captain perhaps that was the cause of their downfall…

The 100m sprint was the next event with Azani Miskin, Sarah Packeer, and Zara Packeer gaining first, second and third places respectively for the girls under 12yrs division. In the boys under 12 yrs, Dylan Ousmand, Sajid Ahlip and Kehan Buckman were the respective leaders. India Cuttilan blitzed the field for the under 18 yrs girls, with Maleena Buckman closely following second, while Shaquille Ousmand triumphed in the under 18 yrs boys division, with Riyaz Ousmand hot on his heels. The 100m ladies open event was taken by Christina Bijamova, with Diana Miskin and Farrah Carim placing second and third respectively. The 100m gents open was lead by Rukshan Carim, with Robin Cuttilan coming a nail-biting second. Anybody watching the gents 100m would have thought we implemented some unique Sri Lankan Malay style of race…with Rukshan Carim starting 10m behind everyone and Amin Buksh starting 20m ahead of everyone!

The relay events soon followed with India Cuttilan, Ayesha Ousmand, Sarah Packeer and Zara Packeer winning the girls event. The boys relay was somewhat controversial. The initial race saw Shaquille Ousmand, Riyaz Ousmand and Shammi Miskin as the winners. However, the failure of Ayaz Ousmand to pass the baton to fellow teammate Jason Inman resulted in a rematch, which saw Jason Inman, Ayaz Ousmand and Fazli Packeer as the ultimate winners. The open event was won by Christina Bijamova, Heshan Miskin, Shammi Miskin, and Sabrina Shaideen.

The concentration and balance of our members was tested in the next event, which was the lime and spoon race. Sajid Ahlip, Dylan Ousmand and Zacky Ousmand were respectively placed first, second and third in the boys event. Ayesha Ousmand, Atisha Buckman and Azani Miskin took the gold, silver and bronze in the girls’ event. The women’s open event was won by Farrah Carim, with Roshmin Veerabangsa coming second. The mens event saw Shammi Miskin placed first with Hilmy Samsudeen second.

A new event, proposed by Sabrina Shaideen, was implemented this year and proved to be quite a success. The game of ‘tunnel ball’ was played with some professionalism by all. The fighting spirit was evident when Gunasmin Lye demanded that I sound the whistle the instant her team sat down.

The tug-o-war illuminated SLAMA’s true strength and inherent tactical abilities. I decided to get in on the action, but unfortunately chose the wrong end of the rope… 

After beginning with some controversy regarding the placement of ‘bases’, the elle commenced and turned out to be an exciting match with India Cuttilan taking the title of ‘Player of the Match’ by scoring the highest points.

The cricket match was held concurrently with the elle. Rukshan’s team took the Challenge Shield this year. With batsmen like Shamil Ousmand (Player of the Match) and the calm, collected, but powerful style of Stuart Marsh, it was inevitable. 

The day ended with our junior SLAMA choir sending our SLAMA anthem resonating through the sporting complex.

It was excellent to see so much young talent on display. It would not have been a success without the dedication of those who helped me set up and organise the day. 

Special thanks to:

Heshan Miskin, Sabrina Shaideen, Shammi Miskin, Kazina Manthara for helping. 

Robin Cuttilan for booking the venue. 

Amin Buksh for organising the tug-o-war rope.

Rosie Miskin, Chasnyn Ousmand, Hilmy and Suthami Samsudeen for donating prizes.

Izmir Dole, Diana Miskin, and Shiraz Ahlip for donating trophies.

Shyama Dole,  Zeenia Lye and Sameen Shaideen for organising the prizes/trophies.

Executive Committee for their tireless efforts in preparing for the day and offering their own material possessions for use on the day.

Sherwyn Lye

SLAMA Chairperson (Sports and Youth)

LIFE MEMBERS

For information of our members here is a list of the Life Members of SLAMA.  

Nizar and Surathi Sappideen

Sameen and Zeenia Shaideen
Razikin Dole

Tony Miskin

Rodney Lye

Fazil and Fiona Ousmand

Haniff Buckman

Hussein and Hasitha Buckman

Tony Sookoor

Ezmal Lye





RASOOL MOWLOOD
The annual Rasool Mowlood took place on the 29th April 2007 at the West Epping Community Hall.  Despite the Final of the World Cup Cricket match being played between Sri Lanka and Australia the previous night, we were happy to see 90% of the members present with their families.

The prayers were led by Tuan Sappideen, Amir Deen and Zulaika Deen followed by the congregation. The children made a special effort to recite some suras from the Holry Quran and were rewarded with prizes. 

A Yaseen recital was observed for Amin Buksh’s three siblings who passed away in Sri Lanka in recent months.  

The lunch was excellent as usual with all members contributing a dish.  To all those who participated and assisted with this holy event the committee extends a special thank you. 

MEMBERS:- Just a reminder that the tickets for the Talent Search/Disco Night will be available with the committee members from Sunday 13 May 2007.

Adults: $20.00 Children (under 12): $5.00

The ticket price includes entrance fee and dinner. 

KAABA – THE PALLADIUM OF ISLAM

Contributed by: Ezmal Lye

Following the words of the Quran: “Turn your faces towards the Holy Mosque, wherever you be, turn your faces towards it” (2:144), over a quarter of the world’s population from around the globe orient themselves towards the Kaaba

in prayer. It was the first shrine built for the worship of the One God.  Neither the Kabaa nor the Black Stone are objects of worship: they are symbols providing a focal point for the unity of all Muslims.  Mecca is exclusively a Muslim sanctuary and at the ceremonies of the pilgrimage of Haj, the Kaaba forms the beginning and the end of the holy rites, for enshrined in the Kaaba is the most precious of stones - the Black Stone (Hajara-Aswad).

God is said to have commanded Prophet Ibrahim (al) to build the Kaaba (House of God). He was led to Arabia by a stormy wind, shaped like two heads. When the wind reached the site of the Kaaba it wound itself round and said ‘build on me’. Ibrahim (al) then built the Kaaba helped by his son, Ismail (al). The Kaaba as it stands today is a building 40 x 35 ft., 50 ft. in height and is built in layers of grey stone from the hills surrounding, Mecca. It stands on a marble base 10 inches high projecting about a foot. Four lines drawn from the center through the four corners would roughly indicate the four parts of the compass. The ground all round the Kaaba is covered with marble slabs. 
The four walls of the Kaaba are covered with a black curtain(Kizwa) which reaches to the ground and is fastened with copper rings. The old covering is

removed on the 25th of the month of Dul-Qa’dah and the Kaaba is temporarily covered with a white covering. The Kaaba is then said to have put on the ‘Ihram’ (the pilgrim’s garb). At the end of Hadji, the Kaaba is washed and covered with new black brocade. Opposite the NorthWest walls and not connected with it is a semi-circular wall (al hatin) of white marble. It is 3 ft. high and five feet thick. Its ends are 6 ft. from the north and west corners of the Kaaba. The semi-circular space between the wall and the Kaaba enjoys a special consideration, as it at one time was a part of the Kaaba; the space is known as Hider-Ismail. Here are said to be the graves of Prophet Ismail and his mother Hajara.

SRI LANKAN MALAYS AND THEIR COEXISTENCE 

J. M. M. NIZAM   

Article published in the Daily News

HISTORY: Portuguese who arrived in Sri Lanka in year 1505 captured certain parts of Sri Lanka and brought them under their reign. 

In 1638 Rajasinghe II, the Sinhala King who was ruling from Kandy sought the help of Dutch to redeem the country from the rule of Portuguese. 

Eastern Dutch Trading Company, which was the representative of the Dutch King was having its Head
Early Malay settlers
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Quarters in Java islands consisting of Malays and Indonesians. Dutch Company, which accepted the request of the Sri Lankan King, sent a fleet ship to Ceylon under Admiral Rickloff Panhunee. 

He recruited some nationals of Java to his army. Portuguese were chased away from Sri Lanka in 1658. Malays of Sri Lanka are the descendants of the nationals of Java who came here to fight for Ceylon against Portuguese. They are called Javas and Malays, after names of those countries. 

Lots of Elephants were exported to India. cinnamon, arecanuts, shells, bee's honey, trees were the major export items. North Indian Kings and Nawabs paid handsome prices for the elephants. Rice and clothes were mainly involved in this business. 

Kalpitiya was the important harbour along the wide beach from Negombo to Puttalam. The King communicated with foreigners from this port. Here the trees from which the raw materials for textile colouring are extracted were available in plenty. 

Dutch who realised the value of the above specialities captured the Kalpitiya Port. Sinhala King, who was angry over this, proceeded to Kalpitiya with 9000 soldiers to wage war. 

As the Malay Army which was with the Dutch refused to fight against the Sinhala King, Walsh, the Captain of the Dutch Army had to give back Kalpitiya. Galle Harbour in the South, Trincomalee and Batticaloa Harbours in the East were the important harbours. 

Dutch who built Forts in the harbour cities stationed their armies in those Forts. The Army was mostly consisted of nationals of Java Island (Malays), Dutch put up another Fort at Hambantota. 

"Hamban" is a small catamaran in which the people can travel. Muslim merchants mostly travelled by these. 

In 1664, British used "Hamban" to send secret messages to King of Kandy. Owner of it was a Muslim. The place where most of the "Hambans" are parked was called "Hamban Thurai" (Hambantota). 

The people who travelled in these were called "Hambayo" (This name has been retained as a nickname to call Muslims). 

Muslims have also mostly used ships called "Sampan". The People who travelled in them were called "Sampinar". Malays still call the Moor Muslims as "Sampinar". This is the reason that Malays live in numbers in the towns where Dutch built Forts. 

Kompanyveediya (Slave Island) 

During the reign of Dutch, in 1659-60 period South India experienced severe drought and famine. In some families, members were sold as slaves to avoid death through starvation. Sale of slaves too, commenced. 

The Dutch General made efforts to grow paddy inland, with a view of making good money. Workers were needed to work in paddy fields captured by them. 

Therefore, he bought hundreds of slaves to serve this purpose. Number of slaves bought rose to 2000 within a year. Until the slaves could be dispatched to paddy fields, a place was required to accommodate them. 

Present Kompanyweediya (Slave Island) area is the place where these slaves were kept. The Beira Lake (Constructed by Dutch) was the fort. As the Dutch were attached to Dutch Company they were called Company People. 

The street in which Company People were called Kompany Street. The place where the slaves were kept was an island surrounded by the Beira Lake. 

So it was called Slave Island. Java Nationals were settled there to protect the slaves under the supervision of Dutch General. Barracks were made for them. They were called Karthel (Old Malays are still calling Slave Island as Karthel). Later Kompanyveediya became Malay Street. 

Rights of Malays 

Malays came to Sri Lanka as soldiers. Malays were followers of Islam and had great respect and belief in the religion. During the Portuguese regime, hundreds of thousands Sinhala/Tamil people were converted as Roman Catholics. 

Dutch who were Protestants were not that successful in converting people. Principal reason for the failure was the conviction the Malays had towards their religion. The Nationals of Java Islands who came with Dutch married Sinhala women, who were family members of high caste officers of the Sinhala King. 

These Sinhala wives could not pronounce Malay in the correct way. The Malay language existing in Sri Lanka today is not pure Malay but the mixture that was spoken by these Sinhala wives with the children. Therefore, no one will deny that the blood in present Malays of Sri Lanka is Sinhala blood. 

Buddhism was brought to Sri Lanka around 2,500 years ago. By that time Buddhism was already in Malaya and it was a Buddhist country. Once the Muslim army of Tharik Bin Ziyath (Rah) captured (Jabal Al Tharik) Gibraltor which divided France and Spain, Islam started spreading to Eastern countries. 

The Buddhist King of Malaya was suffering from an incurable disease. One night he dreamt four long robed foreigners and there he heard someone calling him to obey them and that he will be cured. 

Therefore, daily he sent a messenger to the Port to find out whether any foreigners had arrived. One day, he heard that four 'new people' had arrived and got them down to the courtyard. 

These devotees could convince him of the greatness of God. He became a follower of Islam and the countrymen too became the followers of Islam. The soldiers who visited Sri Lanka are descendants of these Muslim converted Buddhists. 

Dignity of Malays 

During the rule of British, after Dutch, Malays became Sri Lanka citizens owing to marriages. Their military experience, courage and honesty helped them to join the British forces and be part of the rulers. Some were promoted Captains of the Forces. 

Their fluency in Sinhala, in addition to foreign languages enabled them to be interpreters and translators in the Courtyard. In his autobiography, Robert Knox had stated that the Malay soldiers were performing their religious rites even at the war front. 

The grave of Tuan Thunkoos the secretary to the British Governor could be seen in Kandy. He is praised as "Performer of a Miracle" for winning a war almost lost, even without going to the war front. 

This is stated on the plaque erected at his graveside. Body of Tuan Pingera the Malay General that was buried in Makam Feersahib - Colombo was exhumed in the present of British Governor. To his amazement, the body was found as fresh as just died. History shows that the General saluted the body and dispatched it by sea. 

Malays were very keen in putting up mosques in the first instance, wherever they settled down. 

When the slaves were kept behind in Slave Island, the Malays were worshipping at a small Thakkiyah, opposite Akbar Mosque (Markaz) which was reconstructed as a Quran Madhrasa some time ago. First siblings of those Malays put up the Jummah Mosque at Wekande, Slave Island. 

The Zahira Mosque at Maradana, Jawatta Mosque and all the ancient mosques at Chilaw, Kurunegala and Hambantota were constructed by Malays. Even today, Malays are instrumental in putting up Mosques in Sinhala Villages and settlements. (Some of them are at Mattegoda, Jayawadanagama, Battaramulla, Athurugiriya, Boralesgamuwa). 

During the British Regime, Chief Justice was only next to the Governor. The first Sri Lankan to be the Chief Justice was a Malay named "Tuan Akbar", who was called "Akbar Raja" (King). 

One day, when he was about to enter the Courts, a rich Muslim, who knew that the Justice was a Muslim, bowed and greeted him. 

Immediately, the rich Muslim was put behind bars until the Court sessions were over that particular day. While releasing him, Justice Tuan Akbar said "No Muslim should bow to another other than Allah - which's why I put you behind bars. Let this be a lesson for you and your descendants". 

He, who was born in Kalpitiya was buried in the Jawatte Cemetery. He married a widow from Hambantota and his present to the villagers were Bolana village, which is called "Malay Colony" - eight miles away from Hambantota. Thereafter, the Malay leaders like T.B. Jayah did yeoman service to this country and Muslims. 

There are fifteen thousand Malay families in Colombo district itself. Other than that around 1000 Malay families live within Hambantota city limits. There is considerable number of Malay families living in the Badulla, Kurunegala and Gampaha districts. 

In Parliament 

When the Senate was in existence, there was a seat for Malays too. That right too has gone with the wind. President Premadasa appointed Amith as the appointed Member of Parliament. 

He resigned his membership in Parliament to pave way for Gamini Dissanayake to enter the Parliament. President J.R. Jayewardene, while addressing the gatherings made special mention of the Malays too. 

The Malays are the smallest minority community living in Sri Lanka with their history dating back 350 years. 

It is notable that where there is a concentration of Malays, the others in the community also spoke Malay fluently. I am from Hambantota, and my father's Sinhala friends converse with me in fluent Malay. 

Members of the Malay community use the Sinhala language quite widely. They are also well-versed in Tamil and English languages. There is no record of the Malays being ever in conflict with other communities in Sri Lanka. 

They have had ample opportunities to go back to Malaysia from where they originated or to Australia as migrants, but they opted to remain in Sri Lanka considering it as their beloved homeland. 

They respected other religions and other communities help them during their religious occasions. The economy of the average Malay households deeply depends on the Middle East petro dollars, remitted by Malay girls and young women employed in the region. 

There comes to mind a pertinent question when we look at the past.  Why is that the smallest minority of Malays with a 350 year long history is able to peacefully coexist when the Tamils who constitute the biggest minority with a history dating back several thousand years are living in turmoil? 

About ninety nine per cent of Tamils are able to either talk or understand the Sinhala langauge. Conversely, how many Sinhalese among us are able to speak the Tamil language? When the Malays who lives in the palaces of Sinhala kings, having married Sinhala women, on numerous occasions sacrificed their lives for the sake of the country. 

We have a chequered history. At one time the Portuguese ruled us. Then the Dutch became the Colonial rulers. Then came the British. Some parts of country had been ruled by Tamil kings and at other times by representatives of the Chola or Pandiya kings. 

Finally, the Nayakkar family took over the reigns of the country. They ruled without claiming ownership of the Sinhalese country since they did not dispute that it was the land of the Sinhala nation. 

Emperor Barbar conquered India and the Mogul rule extended over the length and breadth of India. But it is significant that none of the Muslims claimed that it was their land. 

It is equally important that in India where there are thousands of clans, a Muslim from a minority community, Abdul Kalam became the President, serving as a beacon of light to the student generation, urging them to greater heights. 

Writing in the same vein, the Chinese who make up 26 per cent of the population of Malaysia, never demanded a separate country. 

Therefore, it is the duty of all the sons of this soil, to create the conditions for the Tamil people to live peacefully in this country like in the case of the Malays who constitute the smallest minority community in Sri Lanka. 

SMILE AWHILE

An old man living by himself in Nuwara Eliya wants to dig up his potato garden and have it ready for planting, but it is hard work.   His only son who could have helped him is in prison. The old man writes a letter to his son telling him about the problem:

 Dear Son,

I am feeling pretty sore because it looks like I won’t be able to plant my potato garden this year.  I hate to miss out on preparing the land because your mother always loved planting seeds.  I am just getting too old to be digging up the garden plot.  If you were here all my troubles would be over. I know you would have dug the plot for me. 

Love, 

Dad 

Shortly afterwards the old man receives this telegram: “For heavens sake Dad, don’t dig up the garden – that’s where I buried the guns.”

At 4 a.m. on the following day a dozen STF personnel along with the local police show up and dig up the entire garden without finding a single gun.  Confused, the old man writes another note telling his son what happened and asking him what to do next.

His son’s reply was: “Go ahead and plant your potatoes Dad, it’s the best I could do for you. Now that the garden is dug, please proceed with the plantation.”

THE KAAFIRS TRIBAL DANCE AND SONG

Roar – Roar Rubbaba was a great hit when a few of our members got on stage to sing and dance to the enchanting music of the Kaafir Soldiers at the SLAMA Night functions in the years 2002 & 2004.

The Kaafirs of African descent were enlisted into the armies of the Portugese, the Dutch and the British during their occupation and period of regime in Ceylon. It is recorded in history that there were mixed Rifle Companies of Malays and Kaafirs in the Army during the British rule in Ceylon.

The song and dance reflects the stealthy movements and determination of the Kaafir Soldiers to track down the enemy.  The high standard of skill and tactical training instilled into them are displayed in their dance sequence.  The dance performed with determination and courage comes to an end when the enemy is completely destroyed. 

With the disbandment of the Kaafir Regiment, which ultimately paved the path for the formation of the famous Ceylon Rifle Regiment, the Malay soldiers continued with the rendition of this colourful dance and song as part of their entertainment and at public functions.

At the annual Hobson-Jobon (Jamani) Celebrations held at the Rifle Green, the former parade ground of the Ceylon Malay Regiment, the main item centred around the song and dance of the Kaafirs, Roar-Roar Rubbaba and the crowd really ran amok with this thrilling performance.

The Hobson-Jobon Celebrations came to an end at the outbreak of the Second World War.

Capt Anwar Dole

PAST VETERAN MEMBERS OF THE SRI LANKAN MALAY COMMUNITY 

B C AHLIP

The late B C Ahlip was one of the most brilliant Scholars produced by the Malay Community. He won the open scholarship to England and was awarded the much coveted Arden prize for Literature, the only Muslim at that time to gain that distinction.  As a Lawyer he had a lucrative practice in Penang, Malaysia and later moved over to Singapore and joined Victor Mendis, another Solicitor.  He will be remembered for his scholarly and profound lectures at the Ceylon Law College and later as the Reader at the Ceylon University. 

AL HAJ M D KITCHILAN J.P.

The late Al Haj M D Kitchilan served as a member of the Colombo Municipal Council for nearly 34 years. He was at one time the Deputy Mayor. He was President of the Ceylon Malay League and the Sri Lanka Malaysia Society. He was also President of the Ceylon Football Association and the City Football League. He was the only Malay to be appointed a Senator and made useful contributions until the dissolution of the Senate in 1971. 

TUAN AZEEZ DOLE (SNR)

The late T A Dole (Snr) was a product of Wesley College Colombo. He was one of the first Malay to compete and succeed at the Government Clerical Services Examination. He served in the Department of Medical and Sanitary Services and was transferred to the Medical Research Institute as Chief Clerk. In recognition of his dedicated and meritorious services, he was later promoted to the Sri Lanka Administrative Service as the Administrative Officer of M.R.I.  He identified himself in the activities of the Medical and Health Department Sports Club and turned out to be an outstanding Tennis player, winning all the championship trophies and challenge cups at the Health and Government Services Tennis Tournaments held annually. He made useful contributions to the Ceylon Malay Association, the Colombo Malay Cricket Club and the Ceylon Malaya Friendship Association. He served as Secretary of the Ceylon Cricket Association which paved the path for the formation of the Board of Control for Cricket in Sri Lanka. 

M MURAD JAYAH

The late M Murad Jayah was a Science Graduate, an indefatigable worker in many fields and a strict disciplinarian.  He was a Government Scholar who served the Ceylon Government Railways with distinction and retired on the Language issue whilst holding the position of Transportation Superintendent of the Ceylon Government Railway. After his retirement he served as the General Manager of the Sugar Corporation but left the post to serve the Malay Community. He carried out a thorough research of the Sri Lanka Malay Community and formed the Ceylon Malay Research Organization (CEMRO). He opened a School for Home Science for ladies which won the praise of foreign diplomats and the Government. His untimely death was a great loss to the entire community and the Muslim population in general. 

Capt. Anwar Dole
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PERSATUAN SRILANKA AUSTRALIA MELAYU





EDITORIAL





Slamath, Saudara ,Saudari,





It’s another year with a new committee taking up the reins.  So far we have had two events for the year and the support from all members has been tremendous.  Keep up the good work!  





We are delighted with the effort put in by our young sports chairperson.  Wouldn’t you all agree that he did a splendid job with the Sports Day? 





The Talent Search/Disco and SLAMA Night are coming up and we would love to see the youth of our Association taking an active part in these events. Please contact the Chairperson or the Sub-Committee members with your input and help make these events the best ever!





The success of the events is not solely dependent on the committee but also on the members who contribute in various ways. 





My sincere thanks to all members who submitted articles and letters of interest to the Newsletter.   You have made my job so much easier.





Slamath


Shyama Dole 


Editor
































 


 








MEMBERS Do not forget the little matter of your subscriptions. This stands at a reasonable $15.00 per annum!  Please check in with ROHANI MISKIN our friendly Treasurer at the next function. She will gladly assist you with your payments.





 





DISCLAIMER: Articles published in this newsletter represent the views of the individual writer alone. SLAMA shall not be liable for the accuracy, content, or the reliability of any articles published in this newsletter. None of the articles herein may be reproduced in any way without the permission of SLAMA.








Calendar of Events for 2007


Please keep these dates free!





EVENT�
DATE�
VENUE �
�



Sports Day�



25 March 2007�



Paterson Reserve,  Quakers Hilll�
�



Rasool Mowlood Recital�



29 April 2007�



West Epping Community Hall, Epping�
�



Malay Talent Search/Disco�



9 June 2007





�
Dundas Community Centre, Dundas� �
�



SLAMA Night 2007


�



4 August 2007�
Don Moore Community Centre, North Rocks�
�



Ramazan Iftar Night


�



29 September 2007�



Reg Byrne Community Hall, Wentworthville





�
�



AGM & Social�



17 November 2007


�
�TBA �
�






The President’s Message 











  


 

















Slamath!





Firstly I wish to thank everyone for having faith and trust in me to elect me as the President for 2006/2007. It is indeed a privilege and great honour to me.   Whilst I will strive hard to fulfil my duties I would also need your full support and co-operation without which we will not be able to achieve anything.





I would like to thank the outgoing President and his team for the splendid work during the past year and also the former Presidents for their good work since the inception of SLAMA 8 years ago. Though we may have had many differences we should always work together for the upliftment of our small community and keep the SLAMA banner flying for many more years. 





Last but not least I wish to thank my committee, the sub-committees, the patrons and all those members who willingly extend their support and assistance in any small way towards the success of our events.  





Izmir Dole


President








 KIDS CORNER


					THE TEN DOGS


				              By Nadia Shaideen





Ten dogs sitting in a line, One collapsed and there were nine;


Nine dogs jumping up the gate, One ran away then there were eight;


Eight dogs eating devon, One had choked then there were seven;


Seven dogs licking some Twix, One died so there were six;


Six little dogs still alive, Hey! now there are five


Five chubby dogs sleeping on the floor, They wake up to find out they lost one more!


Four dogs sleeping on a tree, One jumped off then there were three;


Three dogs finding something to do, One got lost then there were two;


Two dogs staring at the sun, One got roasted so there was one;


One lonely dog looking for his Mum, when he disappeared then there were none!





INSPIRATION


Inspiration is a word that is unique in sense, style and depth of meaning.   It lives in the dormant mind for years, never looking out of its cold territory, for years on end.   From time to time, it stirs and rustles up into a frenzy of excitement. Then like a snail in hiding, it pulls back its head to remain in oblivion.





But most times Inspiration takes a bold step and emerges into the light of awakening and Hey Presto! an invention is born. It heads off on frenzied journey, crashing and knocking down gates, climbing ladders and crossing turbulent rivers in quest of dogged determination.





Finally, a dream is born, a song is composed, a book is written, a film is made, and a love is sealed!





Eternity was a word written on the streets of Sydney, by a man with a vision. So long as there is life, there will always be hope, and not far behind is that sublime and ego wrenching word INSPIRATION!!!





Contributed by:  Zareena Jalill
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