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Sole Survivor - Character Analysis

In the novel Sole Survivor, Dean Koontz wrote a good character.  This character's name is Joe Carpenter.  Joe Carpenter was a well-written character because his personal life was vividly described. The things he did to deal with the loss of his family were also very realistic.  The way he reacts to his former co-workers is also very realistic.  Koontz also added a journalistic instinct that made him very tenacious about seeking the truth.  The use of real Los Angeles streets and places also shows that Joe Carpenter has the mind of a real person.  It is easy to tell that Dean Koontz did a lot of research when he was creating Joe Carpenter.


The way that Joe Carpenter felt about his family being gone is very lifelike.  The anxiety attacks described by the author are very vivid, “His chest tightened, and he was able to draw breath only with effort.  When he lifted one hand from the wheel, his fingers quivered like those of a palsied old man”(9). The way Koontz describes this panic attack gives the reader a basic image of what it is really like to suffer from anxiety attacks. Joe also saw flashbacks of the plane wreck that he never experienced,  “Although he was alone in the car, he heard the screams of passengers, faint at first then louder, not the good-humored shrieks of thrill seekers at an amusement park, but cries of genuine anguish”(10).  The author also describes the meetings Joe went to help him cope with the loss of his family.  “At meetings of the Compassionate Friends, Joe had never seen any bereaved parent capable of this effervescence…Parents who lost young children spent five or six years - sometimes a decade or even more – striving”(119-120).  The pressure that he felt from the plane crash added to the stress of Joe’s every day life.  Victims of accidents of this nature sometimes experience flashbacks.  It also shows that the author may have even gone to meetings and interviewed people who have lost their children in accidents. This evidence shows that Dean Koontz must have done research on these topics. 


The author also writes about the ‘Los Angeles Post’, Joe’s former occupation.  The way Joe interacts with his old co-workers makes him seem more realistic.  Most of the people that he used to work with Joe were usually happy to see him, “ ‘Joe!’ Dewey said, grinning, raising from his chair, a bearish presence, extending his big hand across the table”(61).  This character also views the post in a certain way, “He believed he’d be allowed and encouraged to do better and more aggressive reporting at the Post, which was like an asylum at times, but also heavy on ballsy attitude and gonzo style…”(64).  Since he views his old vocation like this, it shows that he has depth in his personality. Another instance where the author made Carpenter seem more realistic is the fact that crazy people would give him strange stories, “Once when cornered by a pinwheel-eyed man who insisted that the mayor of Los Angeles was not human but robot controlled by the audioanimatronics department at Disneyland…”(70).  Since Koontz used a lot of details to describe Joe’s former friendships with the employees at the Post, the way he views the Post, and the paranoid people harassing him all contribute to Joe’s complex personality. 


Joe Carpenter had a passion for discovering the truth about the deaths of his wife and children.  This passion was rekindled when he began to believe that Rose Tucker actually survived the crash.  No matter how much danger he put himself into, he always had to know the truth, “Joe wanted to know the whole truth, needed to know, but dreaded knowing”(156).  This part of Joe’s personality makes him almost like a superhero.     

The character created by Dean Koontz also had knowledge of Los Angeles, “He drove under the freeway, escaping into suburban hive of the San Fernando Valley.”(51)

 This is important because real citizens of Los Angeles know their way around their city, and Joe Carpenter was made to be as realistic as possible. 


In conclusion, the stress from the plane crash and his interactions with old coworkers combined with everyday street knowledge shows that Joe Carpenter has a complex personality, almost as if he was a real person.  Also, Joe’s never ending strives to find the truth makes him more interesting.  This complex personality makes Joe Carpenter very interesting and stick out more than any other character in the story.  In this novel, Koontz has definitely created a well-written character.

