Purpose: 

To convince you that the Bible is the most important and valuable book the world has ever known and that the Book of

Mormon and Joseph Smith are frauds. 

The Bible is a MIRACULOUS Book: 

In the way it came to us: supernatural revelation over a period of 1800 years, from 3 different continents, 3 different

centuries, 40 different authors (kings, shepherd, fisherman, tax collector, educated, uneducated, rich, poor); 3 different

languages. includes narrative, history, poetry, biography, drama, exposition, letters, parables, prophecies, sermons,

stories, wisdom literature. In spite of this diversity and the controversial topics addressed in the Bible there is one

consistent message, perfect unity, harmony; 

In what it exposes to us: An eternal, all-powerful, loving God, Son and Holy Spirit. 

In what it provides for us: Understanding of life, eternal wisdom, meaning, direction, hope. 

In what it produces in us: godliness, character, morality, stability, faith, Worship, peace. 

In what it promises for us: a relationship, forgiveness, heaven. 

In how it has been preserved for us: only a small percentage of books survive more than a quarter of a century; even less

survive for a hundred years; and only a few survive for 1000 years; the first books of the Bible were written over 4,500

years ago! Roman emperor Diocletian in 303 AD demanded that every copy of the Bible be destroyed by fire. He killed

great numbers of Christians thinking he could silence Christianity. No other book has survived the perils of the centuries of

heretics (who would distort it), critics (who would dismember it) and kings (who would destroy it); the Bible has been

subjected to more abuse, perversion, destructive criticism and pure hate than any other book in human history. Yet it

continues to stand the test of time. No other book has been more popular, copied, printed and circulated more

extensively. No other book has been translated into more languages. Times have drastically changed, rulers have risen to

power and fallen; The Word of God has been banned, burned and bashed. Men have been commanded not to preach

from its pages, it has been illegal to possess. But Jesus said "Heaven and earth will pass away, buy my words will not pass

away". Matthew 24:35 

         "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for

         instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be PERFECT, THROUGHLY FURNISHED unto

         ALL good works" 2 Timothy 3:16-17

We Believe: 

     "That the Bible as originally written was verbally and plenarily inspired, is the product of Spirit-controlled

     men, and, therefore, is truth without any mixture of error. We believe the Bible to be the center of true

     Christian unity and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds and opinions shall be tried." 

What is inspiration? 

Literally: God-breathed, it is a supernatural book. God communicated by divine revelation the truth about which man was

incapable of knowing without God. 

     Scripture is not the writings of men into which God puffed divine life. 

     Scripture is not the product of spiritually supercharged authors 

     Scripture is the very breath of God, it is God speaking 

     "verbally" 

          the very words, not just the ideas 

     "plenary" 

          all of the words, not just ones having to do with doctrine. 

"Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21) carried along under the complete control

and direction of the Holy Spirit of God so that they wrote the very words of God. 

Since the Bible is God-breathed it must be without error. 

Because it is God-breathed and without error it must be authoritative. 

If the Bible is a mixture of truth and error then it is like any other book and simply not deserving of any special attention.

(Miller) 

If the Bible can be shown to contain some errors then all passages become suspect and unreliable. (Packer) It must be

inerrant or be devoid of authority. 

         "His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him."

         2 Peter 1:3

God has given to us everything we need for life and godliness. We have all we need to please God in the written Word of

God and by the saving power of the Son of God and by the indwelling Spirit of God. No extra-biblical authorities exist. 

How do we know the Scripture is complete? 

1. The Apostles were promised inspiration for the completion of the Scripture 

Text: John 16:12-15 

In fulfillment of Christ's promise the NT revelation was completed by the Apostles under the inspiration of the HS. These

writings were accepted as Scripture by the first century churches. The Apostles warned believers about false prophets,

other gospels and other scriptures that brought only destruction. 

2. "The faith" was delivered "once" 

Text: Jude 3 

"Faith" refers to the body of NT truth delivered by the Apostles thru the HS. The phrase "once delivered" tells us that this

body of truth was given during one particular period of time and was completed. 

3. A seal was placed on the final chapter of the final book of the Bible 

Text: Revelation 22:18,19 

Those who claim new revelation which is equal to or superior to the Bible falls under the judgment described in this

passage. The book of Revelation completed the Scriptures. 

4. The completed canon was recognized in the Second Century 

Church leaders recognized the completed canon of the NT and accepted the apostolic writings as Holy Scripture on equal

authority with the OT. The completed NT were being accepted and circulated under the guidance of the HS. According

to Mormonism, Christianity was corrupted after the death of the last apostle and JS was anointed by God to restore the

true church. 

Two basic approaches to Christianity 

1. One emphasizes God's action toward man as recorded in Scripture 

A. We begin with God's Word and anybody's thought, ideas or experiences are validated or invalidated on the basis

     of how they compare with that Word. 

B. That means we only have one standard to measure by, the word of God as preserved throughout the ages in

     written form. 

C. This is impossible if we do not believe in inspiration of the scripture 

D. if the Bible you hold in your hand is not the inspired Word of God, then we have no standard by which to measure

     and evaluate what anyone says or does. 

2. The other approach emphasizes man's experience of God, regardless of the Scriptures. 

A. here, the truth is what you think and feel and claim 

B. the truth is what happens to you 

C. the Bible is made to fit your experience 

D. Hospital visit on Mormon who wanted me to read Mormon material. "Try it and see if there is a burning sensation

     in your stomach" 

Mormon Teaching 

     "We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of

     Mormon to be the word of God. (LDS Articles of Faith 8 & 9) 

That is, in order for the Book of Mormon to be authoritative the Bible must be discredited. 

     "The most reliable way to measure the accuracy of any biblical passage is not by comparing different texts, but by

     comparison with the Book of Morman and modern-day revelations." (Church News, June 20, 1992) 

     "Unlike the Bible, which passed through generations of copyists, translators, and corrupt religionists who tampered

     with the text, the Book of Mormon came from writer to reader in just one inspired step of transition." ("The

     Keystone of Our Religion", President Ezra Taft Benson, January 1992) 

The difference being, there is more evidence that the Bible translations are accurate. There are thousands of ancient

manuscripts to compare. The distance between the Book of Mormon and the original writings 421-1830 = 1,400 years.

The Bible has manuscripts that are only as little as 25 years from the originals. 

     "the plain and most precious parts of the gospel of the Lamb which have been kept back by that abominable

     church, which is the mother of harlots." (1 Nephi 13:26,32,34) 

     "I [Joseph Smith] believe the Bible as it read when it came from the pen of the original writers. Ignorant translators,

     careless transcribers, or designing and corrupt priests have committed many errors." (Teachings of the Prophet

     Joseph Smith p. 327) 

     "It is abundantly proved by various learned writers, that the Greek copies of the New Testament are awfully

     corrupted in almost every text. What shall we say then concerning the Bible's being copies of the scriptures

     sufficient guide? Can we rely upon it in its present known corrupted state as being a faithful record of God's word?"

     (Divine Authenticity of the Book of Mormon, 1850) 

Problems with the Book of Mormon 

Problem 1. 

Written: 600 B.C to 421 A.D. 

Found and Translated: 1830 

KJV translated: 1611 A.D. 

Book of Mormon directly quotes KJV 

27,000 words out of 275.000 words in the Book of Mormon are quoted directly from the KJV according to Fawn

Brodie who wrote one of the most comprehensive biographies of Joseph Smith said "the Book of Mormon is one of the

earliest examples of frontier fiction"; born and raised a Mormon, she was excommunicated after writing the biography.

Interestingly, the English of the Book of Mormon becomes markedly improved when it quotes from the KJV. 

Problem 2. 

     "The most correct book on the earth and the keystone of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by

     abiding by its precepts, than by any other book." Joseph Smith 

Yet between 2 editions there were 4,000 changes. 

7.6 errors on each side of each page. For the most part, they were not serious doctrinal errors but errors of grammar,

chronology, and in general, evidences of ignorance. Book of Mormon says "Jesus was born in Jerusalem." Leaving

serious doubts about its claim to come from God. Interesting that with a prophet around it still took until 1921 to correct

most of the errors; 

Problem 3. 

Contradictions between the Book of Mormon and Doctrines and Covenants. 

Highest source of authority since it was written after Book of Mormon, contains revelations received by Joseph Smith; 

Problem 4. 

Anti-biblical doctrines 

     Vegetarianism (D & C 89:12-15) 

     Polytheism (D & C 121:28; 132:19,20) 

     Polygamy (D & C 132:1,3,4, 38-40, 61, 62) 

     The true church ceased to exist until restored by Smith (D & C 20:1-2) 

     God the Father has a physical body (D & C 130:22) 

     Genealogical research for deceased ancestors (D & C 128:24) 

Problem 5. 

False prophecies 

Text: 2 Peter 2:1-3 

Says that it contains prophecies of American events such as discovery by Columbus and Revolutionary War. What is

missing however is any event that has occurred since Joseph Smith authored the Book of Mormon. 

Orson Pratt (Mormon apostle) "This book (Book of Mormon) must be either true or false. If true, it is one of the most

important messages ever sent from God; If false, it is one of the most cunning, wicked impositions ever palmed upon the

world, calculated to deceive and ruin millions." Divine Authenticity of the Book of Mormon. 

What does the Bible Teach? 

The Bible teaches us to revere the Lord 

         "It [the law] is to be with him [the king], and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere

         the Lord his God and follow all the words of this law and these decrees." Deuteronomy 17:19

The Bible prepares us to stand before God 

         "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed

         and who correctly handles the word of truth." 2 Timothy 2:15

The Bible will cause us to be fruitful 

         "His [the man from verse 1] delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is

         like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season, and whose leaf does not wither.

         Whatever he does prospers." Psalm 1:2-3

The Bible will revive the soul and make us wise 

         "The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the

         simple." Psalm 19:7

The Bible will give joy 

             "The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart." Psalm 19:8

          "When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart's delight." Jeremiah 15:16

The Bible will warn us and there are rewards for obeying it 

          "By them [your words] your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward." Psalm 19:11

The Bible will give us the desire to do God's will 

           "To do you will, O my God, is my desire; your law is within my heart." Psalm 40:8

The Bible inspires praise 

            "In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid." Psalm 56:4

The Bible will give us peace 

          "I will listen to what God the Lord will say; he promises peace to his people, his saints." Psalm 85:8

The Bible will keep us from sin 

         "How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. I have hidden your word in my

         heart that I might not sin against you." Psalm 119:9, 11

The Bible will lead us in daily life 

           "I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free." Psalm 119:32

             "Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path." Psalm 119:105

The Bible will give us understanding 

          "The entrance of your words gives light; it give understanding to the simple." Psalm 119:130

The Bible will succeed 

         "So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire

         and achieve the purpose for which I sent it." Isaiah 55:11

The Bible will keep us from error 

         "Jesus replied, 'You are in error because you do not know the scriptures or the power of God." Matthew 22:29

The Bible will bless us 

            "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it." Luke 11:28

         "The man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting

         what he has heard, but doing it -- he will be blessed in what he does." James 1:25

The Bible will cleanse our lives 

           "You are already clean because of the word I [Jesus} have spoken to you." John 15:3

The Bible will lead to answered prayer and cause us to bear fruit 

         "If you remain in me, and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to

         my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit." John 15:7-8

The Bible will sanctify us 

               "Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth." John 17:17

The Bible will confirm when truth is taught or preached 

         "They [the Bereans] received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see

         if what Paul preached was true." Acts 17:11

The Bible will build us up 

         "Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance

         among all those who are sanctified" Acts 20:32

Time in the Bible produces faith 

         "Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ." Romans 10:17

The Bible will teach us, rebuke us, correct us, train us in righteousness, prepare us for all good works 

         "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so

         that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." 2 Timothy 3:16-17

The Bible will judge us 

         "The word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing

         soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart." Hebrews 4:12

The Bible will help us have fellowship with the Father and Son 

         "We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our

         fellowship is with the Father and with the Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete."

         1 John 1:3-4

The Bible gives us assurance of eternal life 

         "I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have

         eternal life." 1 John 5:13

The Bible will encourage us and give us hope 

         "For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us,so that through endurance and the

         encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope." Romans 15:4

