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Course Description:


From prehistory to the present times people have expressed their deepest convictions about the universe, mortal life, and moral values through religious worship, ritual, doctrine, and symbolism.  Through this study students should develop a heightened awareness of the sheer diversity of religions in the world, increased insight into the origins of religions, and a deeper understanding of the basic tenets of each tradition and the reasons why these religions have attracted millions of devout followers.  In keeping with the international focus of this course, students are expected to engage in cross-cultural analysis and focus on contemporary features of selected world religions.

Objectives:


The student will be able to....


1.  describe the basic history and doctrines of the major world religions


2.  analyze various scriptures from the major traditions


3.  make comparisons and contrasts regarding major doctrines, practices, etc.


4.  become familiar with a new tradition by direct observation, participation, and reflection

Texts: THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS, Huston Smith, Harper-San Francisco,1991.  STUDYING RELIGION, Gary Kessler, McGraw-Hill, 2003.

Assignments:

Notebook.  The student will keep a notebook on the six major traditions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism/Confucianism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam)  while reading from the Smith text.  Major concepts and doctrines, rituals and practices, important historical/mythical figures, and historical developments should be noted.  Use appropriate quotations and references.  Minimum 30 pages.

Experiential Research.  Each student will visit a worship service and conduct a personal interview with an individual from a different religion (something unfamiliar and unrelated to the student’s personal experience and knowledge). It is your responsibility to locate the individual and the worship location.   You will be exploring the concepts considered in Kessler chapters 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, and 11.  Look for how these concepts may present themselves in worship and ask specific questions related to them in your interview.  Your paper will be divided into six sections, one for each concept.  Write about how your experience with this new tradition compares and contrasts with the examples and reflections in Kessler.  Use appropriate quotations and references.  12 pages minimum.

All papers must be DS, 12 font, one inch margins on all sides, title page.   Discuss each assignment with the instructor before beginning.

