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Course Description: Students engage in the activity of philosophizing by practicing skills and methods of philosophical inquiry and analysis.  Course focuses on issues of free will and determinism, ethical decision making, the relationship of mind and body, the existence of God, and relation of the individual to the state.  Tension between scientific and humanistic conceptions of what it is to be a human being is a central theme.
Objectives: 

1.  The student will be able to identify and describe various areas of philosophical inquiry.

2.  The student will be able to explain the theories of major philosophers who address the significant questions in epistemology, metaphysics, theology, ethics, and political theory.

3.  The student will apply a variety of philosophical theories in the analysis of  real life situations.

4.  The student will reflect on one’s own philosophical concepts and how they may provide personal guidance in life.

Texts: THE PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNEY, 3rded., William Lawhead. 

Assignments:

“Essays:  Philosophy Helping Me Understand the World” 


The student will write a series of six essays, one each for chapters one through six in Lawhead..  Each essay will be a critical analysis of a news article selected by the student that reflects a philosophical topic or theme from the chapter in the text. Appropriate philosophers should be utilized and specific selections should be quoted and correlated to the facts in the news story.  The purpose of the assignment is to test the wisdom of the philosophers in helping the student understand real life incidents and issues.  Do they help us make sense of the world?  Do they give us any kind of guidance in how to act?  Contact the instructor before each essay and report your selected news article and the philosophers to be used in the analysis.  Attach the article to the back of each paper.  3 pages minimum, each.  Subject to revision.

Final Exam: An essay assignment will be given once the essays are completed.  You must request this assignment from the instructor.

Essays 600 points each.  Final exam: 100 points.

Writing Guidelines

Send each assignment, one at a time, and do not wait to accumulate papers till the end of the semester.  Due dates are open for discussion.  But all work must be completed by the end of the semester.

Academic papers require quotations and reference citations.  Any standard format is acceptable.  Consult a writing manual for specifications.

All papers should be 12 font, double spaced, one inch margins on all four sides, title page.

Use a standard reference citation format- parenthetical notes, footnotes, or endnotes.

