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Course Description: This course gives the student the theoretical tools for ethical decision- making.  It examines the basic concepts involved in ethical decision-making and several major theories of ethics, including those of Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Mill and Bentham.  Application of these theories will be made to contemporary moral issues.

Objectives: The student will be able to...


1.  Identify and describe major ethical theories, including teleological and deontological theories, virtue ethics, and pragmatism.


2.  Isolate and describe ethical problems in real life situations using news sources about world events.  


3.  Apply various theories in addressing and resolving important ethical issues, such as abortion, the death penalty, war, sexuality, etc..

Texts: THE ELEMENTS OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY, James Rachels, McGraw-Hill, 2nd ed., 1993.  TAKING SIDES: Clashing Views on Controversial Moral Issues, Stephen Satris, ed. 9thed., McGraw-Hill, 2004.

Assignments: 


1.  “The Elements of Moral Philosophy.”  This is a comprehensive notebook that the student will keep while reading the Rachels text.  It should contain the student’s understandings and reflections on each of the theories Rachels presents.  3 pages minimum for each theory, ds, 12 font, one inch margins on all sides.  Quotations and reference citations must be used.


2. Case Study Essays.  The student will select three issues from the TAKING SIDES text.  A newspaper or magazine story (not editorial or academic) will be chosen to represent each issue. The student will write an essay for each issue using the two perspectives from TAKING SIDES to analyze the news item.  What would each ethicist have to say about the particular case in your news item?  How would he/she resolve the issue?  Using the theories from Rachels, what theoretical approach do you think each ethicist is using?  What proof can you present?  And in conclusion, which ethicist has a more convincing argument, and why?  5 pages each, ds, 12 font, one inch margins on all sides.  Quotations and reference citations must be used.  Attach the news article to the back of the paper.  Before beginning each of these essays, consult with the instructor regarding the issue, the news article, and how you plan to approach the paper.

Contact me before each assignment.

