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Course Description:

A philosophical introduction to the process of ethical inquiry and the problems of making substantive moral judgments as they arise in the context of modern corporate and business policies and practices.  Students will apply ethical analysis to such contemporary business phenomena as advertising, profit margins, environmental responsibility, and worker’s rights.  

The course will enable students to develop their own guidelines on important moral issues in business that effect directly or which concern them.

Objectives:
The student will be able to ....


1.  identify and describe various issues and problems in real life business situations.


2.  apply various theoretical options to the resolution of particular business issues and problems.


3.  analyze and evaluation one’s own employer/corporate ethical policies.

Texts: BUSINESS ETHICS, Joseph DesJardins, McGraw-Hill, 2006.  TAKING SIDES: Business Ethics and Society, 6th edition, Lisa H. Newton and Maureen M. Ford, eds.  Dushkin/McGraw -Hill, 2000.

Assignments:

Issue Papers: The student will select three issues from the TAKING SIDES text.  Each should come from a different section of the book.  A news article (from newspaper or magazine sources, not academic sources, advocacy groups, or editorials) reflecting each issue will be obtained for the purpose of serving as a case study.  Each paper will be an analysis of the case study using the two competing points of view as theoretical tools for a critical analysis of the situation in the particular case.  The purpose of this assignment is to test the ethical theories to see if they can resolve real life examples of the issues.  

Do not summarize the news article.  Attach it to the back of the paper.  Do not summarize the ethical theories from the text.  Be direct and stay focused in your analysis of the case.  Always use appropriate quotations from the text and the news article and cite your references.  Correlate the points of each theory with evidence, or the lack of,  from the news article.  Your conclusion should be an evaluation of the effectiveness of the competing theories in resolving the issue.  Which approach is superior and why?  Why is the other less effective?  Or, maybe neither is able to resolve the issue in the case study.  Why?  

Minimum of three full pages each.  DS, 12 font, one inch margin on four sides, title page, article attach at back, no headers or footers, no extra spacing.

Final Paper: This will focus on your place of employment.  (If you are not currently working, contact me about an alternative assignment).  Pick three areas from the DesJardins text to explore in your work setting.  Give specific examples from your experience at work and examine them in light of DesJardins’ discussion of these issues.  Be sure to use appropriate quotations from the book and correlate them with your first hand observations about what really happens in the world of everyday business.  6 page minimum.  The same writing standards apply.

Contact your instructor before beginning each paper to report which issue you are writing about and the title and source of your news article.  

