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Course Description:


An introduction to basic ideas of the Christian tradition, focusing especially on the person and work of Jesus.  This course will trace the emergence of orthodoxy from a context of theological conflict, and will examine ways in which one contemporary theological movement interprets these ideas in terms of contemporary conditions.

Objectives:

The student will be able to.....


1.  identify various theological questions and controversies


2.  follow the development of various themes through a period of history


3.  compare and contrast the different resolutions to the theological controversies


4.  describe the unique theological contributions of various theologians

Texts: READINGS IN CHRISTIAN THOUGHT, Hugh T. Kerr.  AFTER CHRISTENDOM, Stanley Hauerwas.

Assignments

The student will write five theme papers.  Each will focus a particular theme selected by the student from each of the five historical periods outlined in Kerr’s book.  Three theologians are to be selected and used to compare and contrast their ways of dealing with the particular theme.  Appropriate quotations must be used and cited.  3 pages minimum each.  DS, 12 font, one inch margins on all sides, title page.  Please contact the instructor prior to each paper regarding your theme and the selected theologians.

Final Paper.  This will be based on the Hauerwas book.  How do you respond to his suggestion about the contemporary church?  What theological concepts are important, and in particular, what theologians influence him?  Anything from the reading in Kerr connect to what Hauerwas is writing?  3 pages minimum.  Same standards as above.

Contact me before each assignment. 

