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JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY

Religions of the World


Spring 2009

Edward Perry Neel, Adjunct Assistant Professor

neelep@jmu.edu
GREL 101. Religions of the World.

3 credits.

An investigation of the world's major religions which will give attention to their origin, history, mythology and doctrines.

Texts: SCRIPTURES OF THE WORLDS RELIGIONS, Feiser & Powers, eds..  STUDYING RELIGION, Gary Kessler.   WORLD’S RELIGIONS, S.A. Nigosian.  Films: “The Wisdom of Faith,” Huston Smith.

 Attendance is expected.  I do not distinguish excused and unexcused absences.  Your sixth and subsequent absences will deduct 50 points each from your grade total.  No late tests.  ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES, FOOD, OR GUM..  YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE. IF YOUR CELLPHONE RINGS, YOU ARE DISMISSED FOR THE REST OF THAT CLASS.  IF YOU TEXT MESSAGE, EMAIL OR USE THE INTERNET WHILE NOT AUTHORIZED FOR CLASS, YOU ARE AUTOMATICALLY WITHDRAWN FROM THE COURSE.  (“I don’t have pet peeves, I have deep psychological hatreds.”  George Carlin)

Week 1: The Study of Religion

Week 2: Hinduism

Week 3: Buddhism

Week 4: Hinduism & Buddhism cont...

Week 5: Test on Hinduism & Buddhism (M); Taosim/Confucianism

Week 6: Taoism/Confucianism cont...

Week 7: Test on Taoism/Confucianism (M); Judaism

Week 8: Judaism; Christianity

Week 9: Judaism & Christianity cont...

Week 10: Test on Judaism & Christianity(M); Islam

Week 11: Islam cont...

Week 12: Test on Islam (M); Kessler ch. 1 & 2

Week 13: Kessler 3,4,7

Week 14: Kessler 8,9,11

Week 15: ch. 12 (M);   test-Kessler, exam preparation

Grades: 5 tests and the final exam.  You may drop your lowest score.  No late tests given. Total- 500 points

