 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY

God, Meaning, & Morality
Spring 2009

Edward Perry Neel, Adjunct Assistant Professor

neelep@jmu.edu
GHUM 102. God, Meaning and Morality.

3 credits.

A study of the ways in which various communities perceive and understand the basis of knowledge, reality, meaning and purpose, ethics, and aesthetics. Students will explore religious and nonreligious approaches to these issues.

Texts: EUTHYPHRO, APOLOGY, CRITO, Plato.  ON BULLSHIT, Harry Frankfurt.  SUFFERING, SUICIDE and IMMORTALITY, Arthur Schopenhauer.  THE STRANGER, Albert Camus.  HOLY THE FIRM, Annie Dillard.  HAPPINESS: A History, Darrin McMahon.  Film: “Moby Dick,” John Huston.

Grades: There will be 8 objective quizzes.  No late quizzes given.  You may drop your two lowest scores.  The final exam will be an essay.

Quizzes: 600 points

Final:      200 points

Total:      800 points



Attendance is expected.  I do not distinguish excused and unexcused absences.  Your sixth and subsequent absences will deduct 50 points each from your grade total.  No late tests.  ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES, FOOD, OR GUM..  YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE. IF YOUR CELLPHONE RINGS, YOU ARE DISMISSED FOR THE REST OF THAT CLASS.  IF YOU TEXT MESSAGE, EMAIL OR USE THE INTERNET WHILE NOT AUTHORIZED FOR CLASS, YOU ARE AUTOMATICALLY WITHDRAWN FROM THE COURSE.  (“I don’t have pet peeves, I have deep psychological hatreds.”  George Carlin)

Schedule:

Week 1: M-Introduction
W- Euthyphro

F- Apology

Week 2: M-Crito/Phaedo
W- Quiz 1

F- Frankfurt

Week 3: M-Frankfurt

W- Quiz 2

F- Camus

Week 4: Camus

Week 5: M-Quiz 3

W- Dillard

F- Dillard

Week 6: M-Dillard

W- Dillard 

F- Quiz 4

Week 7: Schopenhauer

Week 8: M-Schopenhauer
W- Quiz 5

F- “Moby Dick”

Week 9: Moby Dick

Week 10: M-Quiz 6

W- McMahon-Intro
F- Ch. 1

Week 11: M-Ch.2

W- Ch. 3

F- Ch. 4

Week 12: M-Modern Rite
W- Quiz 7

F- Ch. 5

Week 13: M-Ch. 6

W- Ch. 7

F: Ch. 8

Week 14: M-Concl.

W: Quiz 8

F- TBA/catch up

Week 15: M-cont...

W:


F- Final Exam Prep.

