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Course Description:


Focuses on the relationship between Biblical faith and social justice.  Through readings and discussion, students examine issues of social justice and ways in which various theories of Christian ethics treat these issues.  Students are encouraged to develop their own approaches to issues of social justice.

Objectives:

The student will be able to....


1.  identify social justice issues and various theological responses to these issues


2.  describe the connections between theological concepts and the church’s ministry of social justice


3.  describe and analyze the work of a specific social justice ministry


4. formulate one’s own theology of social justice

Texts: A TESTAMENT OF HOPE, The Essential Writings of Martin Luther King, Jr., James Washington, ed, Harper & Row.  1986..  DIVIDED BY GOD, Noah Feldman. Ferrar, Straus, and Giroux.  2005.   SPIRITUALITY AND LIBERATION, Robert McAfee Brown, Westminster Press. 1988.

Assignments:

King Paper.  The student will select a social justice theme from the works of Martin Luther King, Jr. and follow its development through at least six writings and sermons.  Consider how the theme evolves.  What resources does he draw from?  What social issues does he address?  How does he find guidance to apply belief to action?  5 pages.

Feldman paper.  Noah Feldman offers a suggestion to resolve the current issue of church-state relations.  Is it a plausible idea?  Is it consistent with the constitution and the historical development of its interpretation?    3 pages.

Brown Paper.  The student will analyze Brown’s resolution of “the great fallacy.”  Is he convincing?  What does his theology suggest for Christian ministry in social justice?  3 pages.

Volunteer Project.  The student will engage in a 10 hour volunteer project with a social justice ministry of her/his own choosing (with the instructor’s approval).  A journal will be kept for the purpose of reflecting on the connections between theology and the social justice commitment of the particular ministry.  Draw on your readings from King, Leech, and Brown.  5 pages.

All papers must include quotations and reference citations.  DS, 12 font, one inch margins on all sides, title page.

Papers must be submitted in hard copy to the address listed above.  Contact your instructor before beginning each assignment.  No email papers of mail requiring a signature.  Include a SASE for return mail.

