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Office Hours: before and after class

Course Description: Studies religions of the world with attention to origins, history, and doctrine.

Objectives: The student will be able to-


a.  describe in general the history of the major religious traditions.


b.  explain the significant doctrines, practices, and branches of the major traditions.


c.  identify and describe major figures and movements in the world’s religions.

d.  make comparisons among the religions regarding significant religious concepts and       issues.

Texts: WORLD RELIGIONS, S.A. Nigosian.  SCRIPTURES OF THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS, Fieser and Powers, editors.  Film series, Huston Smith- “The Wisdom of Faith.”

Classroom Expectations: Attendance is expected.  Excessive absences, at the professor’s discretion, will result in a grade penalty. ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES, FOOD, OR GUM..  YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE. IF YOUR CELLPHONE RINGS, YOU ARE DISMISSED FOR THE REST OF THAT CLASS.  IF YOU TEXT MESSAGE, EMAIL OR USE THE INTERNET WHILE NOT AUTHORIZED FOR CLASS, YOU ARE AUTOMATICALLY WITHDRAWN FROM THE COURSE.  (“I don’t have pet peeves, I have deep psychological hatreds.”  George Carlin)

Assignments:  


a.  Field Trip.  Each student will visit a worship service of a religious tradition that is new and different to the student.  The student is expected to make his/her own arrangements for this visit, but may discuss the selection with the professor prior to attending.  A brief three page description and analysis of the visit is to be turned in prior to the class discussion meeting.  100 points.


b.  Interview.  Each student will interview a member of a major  religious tradition that is new and different to the student.  It may or may not be the same religion as the field trip.   It is the student’s responsibility to find the subject for this interview.   The student will discuss the person’s views on the topics covered in Nigosian’s chapter on that religion.  A five page paper will be submitted, using excerpts (quotations) from the interview and information from the text.  Quotations and reference citations from Nigosian are required.  This paper is due prior to the discussion class meeting.  (All papers are 12 font, ds, one inch margins on all four sides, a cover sheet, and use a standard reference format.)  100 points.


c.  Essays on the World’s Religions.  Each student will write six essays, one on each of the major religious traditions.  Each essay should analyze the commentary from Huston Smith in the film series and use material from the Nigosian and Fieser & Powers texts.  Please do not summarize.  Select specific comments from Smith and relate them to concepts and scriptures in the text books.  The purpose is to probe more deeply into specific religious doctrines and concepts.  Three pages each.  Due to be determined.  600 points.

Final Exam: An essay TBA.  100 points.

Schedule:

Week 1
The study of religion

Week 2
Hinduism

Week 3
Buddhism

Week 4
Huston Smith on Hinduism & Buddhism

Week 5
Taoism & Confucianism

Week
6
Huston Smith on Taoism & Confucianism

Week
7
Judaism


Week 8
Christianity

Week 9
Huston Smith on Judaism & Christianity

Week 10
Islam

Week 11
Huston Smith on Islam

Week 12
Discussion of Field Trips

Week 13
Discussion of Interviews

Week 14
TBA

Week 15
Final Exam Preparation

Week 16
Final Exam

