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Spring 2009

Blue Ridge Community College

Instructor: Perry Neel, Adjunct Assistant Professor

Office Hours: Before and after class

Phone: 886-8501

email: neele@brcc.edu
http://www.geocities.com/skeptichume


Course Description: This course analyzes and discusses significant contemporary ethical issues and problems existing throughout the various professions such as business, medicine, law, education, journalism, and public affairs.

Objectives:


Each student should be able to...


1. Recognize and analyze various ethical dilemmas


2. Describe various theoretical approaches to ethical problem solving


3. Articulate responses to real and hypothetical ethical situations


4. Develop one’s own sense of personal ethics

Evaluation:


Theories Test.................100 points


Topic Presentation.........100


Debate Presentation.......100


Final Exam Essay...........100


Total...............................400 points

A- 90%
 B-80%
C-75%
D-70%

Attendance is expected.  A 50 point penalty is incurred by a third and fourth absence in a class that meets once a week.  The penalty is incurred on the fifth and six absence in a twice a week class.  A fifth/seventh absence results in automatic failure.  I do not distinguish excused and unexcused absences. Skipping half a class counts as an absence.   No late tests, papers, or presentations accepted. No email papers accepted.   ABSOLUTELY NO CELL PHONES, FOOD, OR GUM..  YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE. IF YOUR CELLPHONE RINGS, YOU ARE DISMISSED FOR THE REST OF THAT CLASS.  IF YOU TEXT MESSAGE, EMAIL OR USE THE INTERNET WHILE NOT AUTHORIZED FOR CLASS, YOU ARE AUTOMATICALLY WITHDRAWN FROM THE COURSE.  (“I don’t have pet peeves, I have deep psychological hatreds.”  George Carlin)

The theories test is objective, multiple choice, based on the theories readings handout.

Each student will participate on two teams, a topic presentation team and a debate team. The topic presentations will be assigned by the instructor.  Students will have some choice regarding debate teams.  The topic presentation teams will select a news article and be given an assigned reading from the text.  They will present the theoretical perspective of the assigned reading and do an analysis of the news article from that theoretical point of view.  A detailed outline must be submitted at the time of the presentation.

The debate teams will research their topics and formulate theoretical positions in order to debate an opposing team in class.  A research annotated bibliography and detailed outline of the opening statement must be submitted by each team at the time of the debate.  Both the topic presentations and debates are graded as a team.

Each student will write an issue paper for the final exam.  It will address one of the topics covered in the text, but cannot be the same topic the student presents or debates.  The student will select a news story and  analyze the story from the perspectives of both readings in the TAKING SIDES text. The student should explain which, if either, point of view is more persuasive.   The news story cannot be one that is used in a classroom topic presentation.  Appropriate quotations and references are required.  3 page minimum, ds, 12 font, one inch margins on all four sides, title page, and article attached on the back. 

Resources: TAKING SIDES: Moral Issues, Stephen Satris, ed.; handouts, and research information.

Week 1
Introduction to Ethics

Week 2
Theoretical Options (handout)

Week 3
Theories Test, Topic Presentation Team Meetings

Week 4
Topic Presentation Team Meetings

Week 5
Morality & Religion

Week 6
Abortion

Week 7
Sex & Commitment

Week 8
Drug Legalization

Week 9
Death Penalty

Week 10
Debate Preparation

Week 11
Debate Preparation

Week 12
Debates (Issue paper due)

Week 13
Debates

Week 14 
Debates

Week 15 
Exam Preparation

Week 16 
Final Exam

