
Creepy crawlers migrate to valley
Bark scorpions may be relatively small,
but their stings can cause big problems

By LAuNeE RAKE

Las Vegas Sun Youwilllikelynoticea sharppain,
numbnessor tinglingat the site.

It's 2 inches of mean, and it's Often,thosewillbe the onlysymp-
likely to be living in your back toms andwillpass ina fewhoursto
yard: bark scorpions, which are a day.Forquestions,callthe national
following people into Southern PoisonCenterhotlineat (800) 222-
Nevada. 1222. '

The bark scorpion isn't a Ifyoulosecontrolofmuscles,have
pleasant neighbor. Like most trouble'lith yourvisionor havedif-
Nevadans, it probably came ficultybreathin~,go to an urgentcare
from out of state, possibly pig-' cehteror emerg ncyroomimmedi-
gybacking on palm trees, con- ately,or call911.
struction supplies and other
materials from its native habitat i
in Arizona's Sonodn Desert. 1.
Over the last two decades or in the hot l\ffojave Desert. Gila
so, the scorpion has colonized monsters, rattlesnakes and sev-
Las Vegas; riding on the heels of eral species. of spiders - par-
urban growth. ticularly t}~ very common

"It has over the years spread black widolft - can be found in
quite a bit," says Jeff Knight, Southern JNevada. There are
Nevada state entomologist. "It's also scorpions native to South-
moved out past the original ern Nevada, including the giant
introduction. Now it's pretty hairy desert scorpion, which
much spread all over Las Vegas." can grow up to 6 inches long.
. He says bark scorpions, Eran Gefen, a scientist doing
whose sting can be life-threat- post-doctoral research atUNLV,
ening, especiqlly for children said there may be 10 or more
and older people, first showed species of scorpions living in
up in Southern Nevada about Southern Nevada - and maybe
1990. The animals, which are some that haven't been identi-
arachnids - more closely relat- fiedyet.
ed to spiders than insects - are Gefen is researching how
found in the trunks or bases of scorpions interact with the dry
palmtreesandincrevicesofcin- desert environment. Although
der block walls. They are more all the animals live in warmer
active in the warm months and parts of the world, some live in
may move indoors in the winter, humid areas, others in the des-
Knight says. ert.

"I've had them turned in for Most species, like the giant
identification every day of the hairy desert sco'rpion, dig bur-
year," he adds. . rows. The sting of most scor-

Bark scorpions are the new- pions, especially those around
est members of a suite of sting- Southern Nevada, is relatively

'I)' I I Iin, 1"1,11 • U..u~_1 _1~.u..•]I_~~~~._' LLu.~ .I~,

Bark scorpion's range extends into Southern Nevada
Barkscorpionsare venomousarachnidsfromthe same familyas spidersand their stingis
toxic.Theyare small,lightbrownincolorand commonto the SouthwesternUnitedStates,
northwesternMexicoand BajaCalifornia.Theycan reacha lengthof2 to 3 incheswitha
verythin tailwherethe stinger is located.Thestingcan be lethal,especiallyto small

children.Ofthe 70 or morespeciesof scorpionsthat are foundinNorth
America(with10ormoreknowninNevada),the barkscorpionisthe

onlyone that isconsidereddeadlyto people.

Behavior:Theypreferto
hideduringthe dayand
huntat night.Mothers
oftencarrytheir youngon
their backs.Theirdiet
consistsmainlyof crickets
and other smallnocturnal
insects,and they can live
from2 to 6 years.Theyare
nonaggressive,preferring
to runand hidewhen
confrontedbysomething
muchlarger.

Length:Upto 3 inches.
Distinguishedfrom
other localscorpions
by its long,thin
pincers.

Movem;'~lhhe barkscorpion
is unusualbecause it regularly
climbswalls,trees and other
objectswitha roughclimbing
surface.Itcannot climbsmooth
Iplasticorglass.Theyare also

,w foundindark,dampareas such
as the undersideof rocks,in
,woodpilesor underbathmats.

Range:
Throughout
Arizona,
southernUtah,
southerntip ofNevada,
California(alongthe
ColoradoRiver),western
NewMexicoand
northwesternMexico.

other insects, including cock-
roaches.

Outdoors, they hide around
rocks and vegetation, he says.
Christensen ad'{ises people
who leave shoes outside to make
sure they are empty before put-
ting them on, and to wear gloves
while landscaping.

Scorpions are unusual
because they fluoresce, or light
up, under black lights. Such
lights are available at many
department stores and will light
them up, indoors or out.

There is "no' getting rid of
them," he says. "You've just got
to be careful." ,

allergic sensitivity. bark scorpion is relatively com- that - sting - and don't have
The bark scorpion is an mono any serious complications.

exception to both rules, Gefen "They are rapidly becom- Jim Christensen, a Las Vegas
says. ing all over the place here, too,.. allergist, says he sees cases all

"It's pretty much the only They are prevalent, they are the time. His wife and daughter
deadly species in the U.S.," says small so they can get into quite have both been stung.
Gefen, who received his doctoral small areas, and they can actu- "Now that it's getting cool,
degree at Tel Aviv University in ally climb." these guys are looking for a nice
Israel before coming to Nevada In fact, they can climb right warm place to spend the winter
to conduct more research. into a bed. - like the attic of your house,"

State and county health offi- The worst reactions to a scor- Christensen says.
cers don't track scorpion sting- pion sting can land the victim He warns that the "size of
ings, butlocal physicians say the in the hospital. Higgins treated the scorpion doesn't correlate
numbers are rising. one person earlier this year who with its venom. The really small

Tom Higgins, an emergency was initially diagnosed by emer- ones are the ones that give a lot
room doctor at University Medi- gency room personnel as suffer- ofproblems."
cal Center, has seen more than ing from cocaine intoxication. Ridding the house of bugs
a few stings from the bark scor- Higgins had to insert a tube into eliminates the food source for
pion. Higgins, who is trained to thepatient'stracheatokeephim the scorpion, which Chris-
handle venomous stings as an breathing. tensen called "a perfect preda- Lalffice Rake can b(~rench(~d
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