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It’s 2 inches of mean, and it’s
likely to be living in your back
yard: bark scorpions, which are
following people into Southern
Nevada.

The bark scorpion isn’t a
pleasant neighbor. Like most
Nevadans, it probably came
from out of state, possibly pig-
gybacking on palm trees, con-
struction supplies and other
materials from its native habitat
in Arizona’s Sonoran Desert.
Over the last two decades or
so, the scorpion has colonized
Las Vegas; riding on the heels of
urban growth.

“It has over the years spread
quite a bit,” says Jeff Knight,
Nevada state entomologist. “It’s
moved out past the original
introduction. Now it’s pretty
much spread all over Las Vegas.”

He says bark scorpions,
whose sting can be life-threat-
ening, especially for children
and older people, first showed
up in Southern Nevada about
1990. The animals, which are
arachnids — more closely relat-
ed to spiders than insects — are
found in the trunks or bases of
palmtreesand in crevices of cin-
der block walls. They are more
active in the warm months and
may move indoors in the winter,
Knight says.

“I've had them turned in for
identification every day of the
year,” headds.
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If you are stung

You will likely notice a sharp pain,
numbness or tingling at the site.
Often, those will be the only symp-
toms and will pass in a few hours to
a day. For questions, call the national
Poison Center hotline at (800) 222-
1222. :

If you lose control of muscles, have
trouble with your vision or have dif-
ficulty breathing;, go to an urgent care
center or emergincy room immedi-
ately, or call 911.Ie
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in the hot Mojave Desert. Gila
monsters, rattlesnakes and sev-
eral species of spiders — par-
ticularly thie very common
black Widoy\;_— can be found in
Southern 'Nevada. There are
also scorpions native to South-
ern Nevada, including the giant
hairy desert scorpion, which
can grow up to 6 inches long.

Eran Gefen, a scientist doing
post-doctoralresearch at UNLYV,
said there may be 10 or more
species of scorpions living in
Southern Nevada — and maybe
some that haven’t been identi-
fied yet.

Gefen is researching how
scorpions interact with the dry
desert environment. Although
all the animals live in warmer
parts of the world, some live in
humid areas, others in the des-
ert.

Most species, like the giant
hairy desert scorpion, dig bur-
rows. The sting of most scor-
pions, especially those around
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Creepy crawlers migrate to valley

Bark scorpions may be relatively small,
but their stings can cause big problems

Bark scorpion’s range extends into Southern Nevada

Bark scorpions are venomous arachnids from the same family as spiders and their sting is
toxic. They are small, light brown in color and common to the Southwestern United States,
northwestern Mexico and Baja California. They can reach a length of 2 to 3 inches with a
very thin tail where the stinger is located. The sting can be lethal, especially to small
children. Of the 70 or more species of scorpions that are found in North

America (with 10 or more known in Nevada), the bark scorpion is the
only one that is considered deadly to people.
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Length: Up to 3 inches.
Distinguished from
other local scorpions
by its long, thin
pincers.

Moveme
lis unusual because it regularly
climbs walls, trees and other
objects with a rough climbing
surface. It cannot climb smooth
plastic or glass. They are also
ound in dark, damp areas such
as the underside of rocks, in
woodpiles or under bathmats.

The bark scorpion
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allergic sensitivity.

The bark scorpion is an
exception to both rules, Gefen
says.

“It’s pretty much the only
deadly species in the U.S.,” says
Gefen,whoreceived his doctoral
degree at Tel Aviv University in
Israel before coming to Nevada
to conduct more research.

State and county health offi-
cers don’t track scorpion sting-
ings, but local physicians say the
numbers arerising.

Tom Higgins, an emergency
room doctor at University Medi-
cal Center, has seen more than
a few stings from the bark scor-
pion. Higgins, who is trained to
handle venomous stings as an

emergency toxicologist, worked
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bark scorpion is relatively com-
mon.

“They are rapidly becom-
ing all over the place here, too...
They are prevalent, they are
small so they can get into quite
small areas, and they can actu-
ally climb.”

In fact, they can climb right
intoabed.

The worst reactions to a scor-
pion sting can land the victim
in the hospital. Higgins treated
one person earlier this year who
was initially diagnosed by emer-
gency room personnel as suffer-
ing from cocaine intoxication.
Higgins had to insert a tube into
the patient’s trachea tokeep him
breathing. :

Such extreme reactions are
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Behavior: They prefer to
hide during the day and
hunt at night. Mothers
often carry their young on
their backs. Their diet
consists mainly of crickets
and other small nocturnal
insects, and they can live
from 2 to 6 years. They are
nonaggressive, preferring
to run and hide when
confronted by something
much larger.

Range:
Throughout
Arizona,
southern Utah,

that — sting — and don’t have
any serious complications.

Jim Christensen, a Las Vegas
allergist, says he sees cases all
the time. His wife and daughter
have both been stung.

“Now that it’s getting cool,
these guys are looking for a nice
warm place to spend the winter
— like the attic of your house,”
Christensen says.

He warns that the “size of
the scorpion doesn’t correlate
with its venom. The really small
ones are the ones that give a lot
of problems.”

Ridding the house of bugs
eliminates the food source for
the scorpion, which Chris-
tensen called “a perfect preda-
tor.” Indeed, the‘bark scorpion

southern tip of Nevada,
California (along the
Colorado River), western
New Mexico and
northwestern Mexico.
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other insects, including cock-
roaches.

Outdoors, they hide around
rocks and vegetation, he says.
Christensen advises people
who leave shoes outside to make
sure they are empty before put-
ting them on, and to wear gloves
while landscaping.

Scorpions are unusual
because they fluoresce, or light
up, under black lights. Such
lights are available at many
department stores and will light
them up, indoors or out.

There is “no getting rid of
them,” he says. “You've just got
tobe careful.”

Launce Rake can be reached
at 259-4127 or at Irake @las-




