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1) The authors of Malleus Maleficarum describe witches as people possessed by the Devil for the purpose of spreading his mischief around the Earth. Women are especially susceptible to the wiles of Lucifer because, according to the authors, they are the weakest of the sexes in all ways, including spiritually. This reflects the general view of women during this time period, that they are creatures to be controlled by men, and if they are not, that they have a great potential for evil deeds. Women lived in fear during the witch-hunts. An interesting analysis the authors put forth is that of tongues and ecclesiastics as compared with women, witches specifically. Neither side knows any moderation between good and evil, says the Malleus Maleficarum. Both groups devote themselves to either good or evil, respectively, and take no time to even consider following the other.

2) Martin Luther takes on a groveling tone in his letter to the Archbishop of Mainz. He addresses his complaints in such a way that it is difficult to take them seriously, despite their being presented very reasonably. At this point he is scared of the Church branding him a heretic and burning him at the stake, as the Protestant movement has yet to pick up steam at the time of this writing. This chronological discrepancy accounts very neatly for Luther’s tone. In terms of content, Luther’s main grievance is the selling of indulgences (that is, what basically amounts to tickets to Heaven) by the Church, to people who for the most part have the opportunity to either give in to the Church’s demands, or feed their families. 

3) The difference between this and Luther’s previously dissected letter is staggering. This was written when the Reformation movement was becoming a force to be reckoned with, so Luther was less afraid of personally being set on fire, and so had the courage to take stabs at the Pope directly, instead of his previous tip-toeing around the issue. Martin picks out three things he considers the worst offences the Church has committed and calls them “walls.” He then proceeds to knock down these “walls.” The first wall is the separation of “temporal” authority and “spiritual” authority. Kings, dukes and lords hold the temporal authority, that is, the aspects of life that are directly measurable: personal wealth, land, vassals, et cetera. Clerics are the ones who hold the spiritual authority, for they are the ones who in Catholic dogma are closest to God. Martin knocks down this wall with the assertion that the lowest peasant is equal in God’s eyes even to the Pope, that He makes no distinction between temporal and spiritual. The second wall is Martin’s gripe that only the clergy is able to interpret scripture. This makes no sense if the first wall is toppled, for if God sees everyone as equal, then how can the Church reserve the right to interpret scripture? Third and most ponderous is the wall of the Pope’s exclusive ability to call council on matters of reformation. This wall need not even be knocked down if the first was, because, again, if the Pope is no better in God’s eyes than anyone else, how can he hold this power?

4) De Thou was appalled at what he saw at the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre. What happened in his eyes was the worst display of wonton cruelty that humans were actually capable of, and an affront in God’s eyes. When there are no restraints to their actions, Europeans are reduced to the lowliest of savages. de Thou is obviously sympathetic to the Protestants, as can be most easily gleaned by his account of Coligny’s death as heroic and that of a martyr. 

5) Montaigne describes the natives of Brazil as the noblest of savages, much more worthy than the Europeans. He is outwardly repulsed by their tradition of cannibalism, but when compared to the ridiculous violence of the European religious wars, this strange custom pales in comparison. At least, Montaigne reasons, the cannibals eat their fallen enemies for a purpose (to take their power), instead of the ultimately pointless violence waged in the name of God. Montaigne takes a grim view of civilization in the European sense, seeming to say that the natives are superior to the Europeans in almost every sense.

