Crimson Roots

The Empire Above

Written by Matt Hebert

Cast of Characters

Dr. Stenson/The Watcher - The father of the massive research and development corporation (Lunar Technologies), "father" of Alexander, Crystal, and Violet. 

Alexander/The Dreamer - The first cloned human, has strange powerful abilities like healing and foresight.  At the time of his “birth” it was not known he existed.

Violet - The second cloned human

Gabriel/The Beguiler - Magician who knew Alexander was coming.

Tara - Dr. Stenson's dead wife.

Background:  


A boy (James Patrick Stenson aka JP Stenson) had a dream in which he traveled to the edge of all things.  He sees the beautiful Crimson tree, touches it, and decides to take some of the tree for himself.  After he takes the branch he feels himself falling and lands at an elegant elongated dinner table, with the branch he cut as the centerpiece.  The tree is cut up into pieces and served as the main dish.  The next morning he wakes up to find a strange mark on his chest.  


Later on in life, the memory of the dream fades.  He discovers that he has a rare type of blood disease, and he will not be able to live any older than 40 years or so.  He becomes famous for developing a system for mapping out how protein pairs in DNA affect a human’s brain, and physicality.  The system becomes world renown, referred to as "The Code".  His fame allows him to continue his scientific efforts with incredible speed, building the largest research corporation ever.   


He eventually clones the first human (Alexander), modeling him after his own DNA, with modifications to improve his physical and mental activity, and to keep him disease free.  The experiment works, but when the baby is born, it does not cry.  It seems to have been born into a state similar to that of coma victims.  The doctor keeps the baby alive, monitoring it with machines and recording its brain activity.  The experiment was not made public, and was done in secrecy.  The experiment was done single handedly by the doctor.  


The doctor clones another person, this time a woman modeled after his wife who was brutally raped and murdered.  The experiment works.  The girl is nineteen years old and her name is Violet.  There were no modifications to his wife's DNA.  Violet's existence is made public and the doctor’s work is met with stark controversy.  Despite this, the only people that know about the existence of the lifeless Alexander are his daughter Violet, himself, and several doctors(loyal to the doctors work) working under JP, aiding him with the monitoring of the baby, which has now grown into a man, all the time living in a coma.

Act I 
Scene I
The Dreamer
I need not move for my skin 

Is part of this mountain

And this throne made of stone

Is fused to my bone

Fixed in the sky are my eyes

The setting sun is rising on the other

Side

I feel a presence

Getting closer

She’s running so fast across the field but maybe she can 

Feel me blowing through her hair

Something is wrong here

She doesn’t belong here

Does she want to destroy me?

Who could she be?

We are together but afraid 

We are together but alone

In just a single moment

The mountain crumbles away

The sun fades

Here comes the rain

I’m going to flood it all to stop the pain

Sounds of waves crashing

Scene II
At the age of 30, the sleeper awakes.  His mind has been free to roam in a place where he is the almighty.  He is confused.  He went from being an omnipotent being in a world of his own creation to a conscious human lying in a bed in a room blanketing him with blinding white light.  Violet enters the room, and asks him to follow her.  

White Room

Violet:

You have very beautiful eyes

Alexander:

It seems that seeing your eyes

I blink for the first time

Revealing the other side

My world is now a cube

The size of this small room

My body is now a cube

Or perhaps just the skin 

I’m in

My breath goes out so slow

But with that breath the wind won’t blow

Just the exchange I need

To keep functioning

Pulsing rhythm

From the core I’m being driven

Surging freedom

What is this gift I’ve been given?

Violet:

Follow me

The Watcher:
You may have made it out

But you’re still my slave 

Everything has gone as planned

You won’t break free my son

You’re not the chosen one

You’re my powerful pawn

Scene III
Violet leads Alex up to her favorite part of the building, the garden atop the roof.  There is a light rain making a "pitter-patter-balatter-fatter-snatter" sound on the leaves.  The doctor has cultured many of his own types of plants, giving the garden a surreal feeling to it.  She begins to explain the story of their father.  In the midst of the conversation she begins to climb a tree, all the time talking about her father and his work, and how both she and he had came to this place because of his work.  The tree she climbs was never quite perfected by her father.  It's a large purplish tree, which has a root system that attacks the roots of other nearby trees for superiority and sustenance.  Due to this, the tree sits by itself, with no other living tree close to it.  Alexander looks down below as Violet continues to climb the tree above him.  A limb snaps sending her tumbling down onto Alex.  He loses his balance and falls off the building.  He clings on to her arm for a short period of time, but then falls.
Acrophobia

Violet:
Don’t be afraid

Alexander:

What is this place, little girl?

How did you pull me from the 

Sleeping dream world?

Violet:
You don’t even know the half of it

This building is a testament for 

Self-righteous scientists

Our ‘father’ runs the show downstairs

Watching you dream for thirty years

These plants are made like you and me

Splice the genes and grow a family tree

Chorus (Alexander and Violet):

You can see the entire city from this rooftop

And the people below and every single raindrop

Alexander:
This tree it sucks life away

Everything around it fades

You play a dangerous game child

Climbing out on a limb

Violet:





Alexander:

Poor Alexander 




Don’t fall

I had to wake you from your dream


I can help you

You could have been trapped forever

Take hold of my hand

Chorus

Alexander:  




Violet:

Hold on to




You fool 

My hand it’s slipping



Now we both

My father




Fall down

I will find him






Act II 
Scene I
Magic Show


Listen to the camera as it moves about the room.

Backdrop:  A crowd at a major theater

Two people talking a man and a woman.

“I’ve heard so much about this guy.  I’ve been doing magic for twenty years, and I still have no idea how this guy pulls this stuff off.  No wonder he’s so famous.”

Two young boys.

“Give it back!”

“No it’s mine!”

Entrepreneurs.

“We’ll if Lunar goes up anymore, I’m selling.  I have a gut feeling this unstoppable streak is gonna come crashing down.  The market is so hot right now, I don’t see how it could last.”

Ladies night out.

“I’d say Brad Pitt is way hotter than Johnny Depp”

“Shut the hell up!”

A man coughing.

Shushing.

Gabriel

“Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls:  Welcome to The Magic Show.  I hope tonight’s trick will be a smash for all of you.  To all my viewers at home, this can work for you too.  Now listen:

In order for this trick to work, I need your help.  I need all of your brains for just one second.  I want you to think about something.  Anything.  Ready? Go!

Ok good.  So hopefully everyone in the audience and at home has had a thought.  Just save that bit for later, ok?

Ma’am can you take a look at this knife, to make sure it’s real for the audience?  How does that feel?”

“Ow!”  The woman cuts herself.  Laughter.

“Hey I didn’t say hurt yourself, just make sure it’s real!  Alright how about you sir, I want you to feel my arm to make sure it’s real.  Make sure this arm is really really mine.  What do you think?”

“uhhh, it feels like an arm to me?” Laughter.

“Ok, Ok.  Now here’s the trick.  I can pass this knife directly through the middle of my 

arm, and have it come out the other side.  No blood.  No holes.  Just magic.  Watch.”

Gasping audience.  Crashing sounds.  Alexander falls through the roof right beside Gabriel.

A man screaming very loudly in the background amongst a flabbergasted crowd.

“WHAT THE HELL!  THAT’S EXACTLY WHAT I THOUGHT OF!”

In Gabriel’s earpiece.

“Excuse me sir, is this part of the show?  Should I cut to commercial?”

“Do it.”

Gabriel stands beside the small crater, with the knife mysteriously half way between his arm.  The fallen man rises and looks at Gabriel.  Instantly the man starts to bleed in the spot where Gabriel holds the knife between his arm.  Gabriel pulls the knife out and the mans arm looks fresh and unscathed.  

During the commotion upfront, an electrical fire explodes backstage.  A Fire alarm.  

In Gabriel’s earpiece.

“Sir there’s a fire backstage we need to get you out of here.”

The crowd in the background is in complete hysterics.

To Alexander only.

“How did you do that?”

To Crowd.

“I’m sorry everyone, but that is the end of the show.  Please exit the building in an orderly fashion.”

Stage hands escort Alexander and Gabriel offstage.

Scene II


The crowd thinks that Alexander’s unexpected arrival is part of the magic show on stage.  Gabriel himself is surprised by this unexpected arrival, but does not let it show.  He instead rants and raves about the power of magic, and then sends Alexander packing. 
The Beguiler 

Gabriel:

Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!

Welcome welcome!

If you’ve ever felt excitement

A tingle up the spine

If you’ve ever felt Goosebumps

Or drank a glass of wine

And if you thought you saw a stranger in the dark

And if you feel eyes watching from afar

And if you’ve been in two places at one time

And if you thought that maybe you could fly

And if you can’t believe it

Even though you see it

And if you feel it

Even though you can’t explain

There’s some real magic in your life

Learn to see the magic in your life 

Scene III
As Alex begins to interact with the world in what is in essence his infancy, he unknowingly convinces people that he is some sort of miracle man.  He shows up to a small town that’s in the middle of a drought.  Walking into town on a dusty road, he crosses paths with a Blind man who is begging for anyone to help out.  The blind man may be suffering from exhaustion and starvation, but he believes he can see an aura of light surrounding Alexander’s head.  He tells Alex there is a mad scientist controlling the rain, and laughing at the demise of these people.  Alex does not think he is able to do anything to help the people of this town.  He closes his eyes and meditates/prays then he leaves.  Upon his departure the drought is ended with a huge downpour of rain that lasts three days.  The blind mans site returns on the fourth day after Alex had left; convincing him that Alex is some sort of savior.  Alex continues his travels, and ends up at a nomadic/gypsy encampment for a night’s stay.  A gypsy woman attempts to rob him, but realizes he has nothing to steal.  She apologizes, telling him how hard her people have had it since a mysterious plague has started to overtake them.  Her son is among one of the victim’s.  Alex sits before her son and prays.  He leaves, and then on the fourth day after his departure, her son and the rest of the afflicted villagers were miraculously healed.

Movement
Alexander:



Blind Man:
Moving along now


Can you help us sir?

My feet kick the road


The water is dry

Treading lightly



The great man laughs

Into the unknown



As my children die






He controls the rain

The shallow horizon 


I do not lie

Sweeps closer as I move


The mad scientist

I come across a blind man


Watches from the sky


He looks like he needs food

Alexander:



Blind Man:

I’m afraid there’s not much I can do
I see your shadow though I’m blind

I’m just a man the same as you

And your outline is rather bright






A man of greater things are you






Please do what you’ve come here to do

Alexander:



Blind Man:







If you believe



After he walked away

Then I’ll give it a shot


It poured for three days

Close my eyes





And give what I’ve got


On the fourth day I cried

If it turns out



Though now gone the man had cured my site

You think something I’m not

At least I tried

To save your crops

I’ve arrived somewhere new

Gypsy Woman:

I feel them watch my every move



Gypsy eyes they tend to stare

There is no reason for alarm

Is it more than I can bear?


We truly mean you no harm






The reason for our intrigue






Is that we are in dire need






Yesterday my son began to bleed






Now others catch the disease

Alexander:



Gypsy Woman:

I am not a doctor



After he walked away

I can not offer you any help

The disease was gone in just three days



But I will close my eyes





And prey your son gets well

On the fourth day I cried






The man had saved my son’s life

Anywhere that I go

It seems that desperate people

Are asking for a hand

And why not help them

Do whatever I can

Skat

Scene IV
Alexander sits by himself near a stream.  He makes eye contact with an innocent lamb drinking water from the other side of the stream, and at this moment feels a very deep connection with nature.  In this moment of time he is transcended onto a plane of consciousness that is more pure and natural than anything he has yet experienced.  

Flow

As I sit on a 

rock by the stream

I breath

My focus b   l    u    r     s 

I melt

Am I back to the dream?

There’s a vibration inside of me

Om

On the other side of the embankment

A lamb watches

Cocks his head

Walks away

Time would move so slowly

If you would just let it flow free

Scene V

Exhilarated from his nature boy experience, Alex screams and shouts about the beauty of the world, especially one uber hot babe that rocks his world for a night.

Glare
The sun is shining all over the world

A big round beautiful pearl

I spotted her

Across a crowded room

I didn’t know that

We’d be together so soon

The sun is shining all over the world

A big round beautiful pearl

Well it’s so comforting

To be here with you baby

And it’s like the dream

To feel so safe again

It starts with the finger tips

The little nerves tingle

And my toes on my feet

They’re gonna wiggle wiggle with the beat

Scene VI

Things get more serious as Alex starts to think introspectively as the sun sets in front of him.  He worries about his limitations as a person, but is horribly shocked when he comes across the lamb he had seen before.  The animal has been brutally tortured, but kept alive.  He understands he was meant to see this lamb.  He realizes that his father has been watching his every move, and has sent his men to leave this display for him.  He was never supposed to leave the white room, and now they have come to capture him.  He is surrounded and captured.  He is put in a cage like an animal.

Nightfall

Alexander:

The night falls from a tree

A single turning leaf

That sways amidst the breeze

And on the fractal veins 

An insect feels no pain

But crawls towards the light

And as the ant I am

Limited at best

Stuck with how my brain was wired to my head

The only difference is

I can feel pain

And love and hate

And everything between

A lamb lies trembling

In the path of which I walk

Eyes gouged out 

Severed limbs

Tunicates are strung 

To keep the creature alive

To torture and deprive

The watcher’s wrath put on display

Playing puppeteer from miles away

I know what must be done

I must stop the mad man from playing God

The Doctor:
You believe 

In me

I see everything

I know everything

On top I’m one 

Move ahead

You’re trapped and soon 

To be dead

Act III

Scene 1 

Traffic Jam

There is heavy traffic as two cronies roll the armored car through the city.  Alexander is trapped in the back of the car.  It’s a hot, sweaty summer evening.  Inside his sweat box, Alex hears the voice of the watcher in his head.
Tick… tick… tick…


SLAM!

(sound of wild traffic.)

City Man:  C’mon!  Lets moooove it!

Croonie:  Waddaya want me to do, eh?



(Banging from the back of the truck)

Alexander:  Let me out of here!

Croonie:  Shut up back there!


(Loud swishing sound, traffic noises fade( silence)

Watcher:  Well don’t be surprised, Alexander.


(Swishing sound, fade back to traffic noises HORN!)

Watcher:  There is nothing I don’t see.


(JACKHAMMER!  Loud traffic)

Watcher:  …Every last 





Move.

Scene II

Meanwhile, the watcher sits back on top of his building in a dark room cluttered with electronic equipment interfaced directly into his nervous system.  He is able to view people directly with satellite imaging, hidden cameras, microphones, intercepting of phone conversations, etc.  He has managed somehow to link his brain to computers in order for him to process an uncanny amount of information at one time.  He is also able to manipulate and control all television and radio broadcasts, newspapers, magazines, traffic lights, power plants, and the stock market instantly and directly.  He is also working on a new technology that enables him to read peoples minds, and control them directly.  Alexander was created for this purpose.  His DNA has been altered so severely that his brain is able to transmit powerful electromagnetic radiation that could be used for mind control.  The watcher intends to transmit his consciousness into Alexander, using him as a new body.  He will then be able to plug himself back into the machines and control essentially every human being on the planet directly.


Alex was never intended to wake up.  He was meant to be a new body for the Watcher, made specifically for interfacing with his mind control machine.

The Watcher

In a cube

Far above the things you are used to

I need not move

Electronic skin





Wired in to you

Fiber optic view

Seeing everything through

From the hands on the clock

To the walls you surround

From the rain dripping down

To you walking around

Watching things

Painting scenes

Holding forms before a screen

Putting pictures into your dreams


Out of bounds


Pictures as rounds


Projection gun



Controls the trigger in my brain

..And all I ever wanted was to be free

Scene III


There is a small group of radical freedom fighters that have caught on to the watcher, and have been trying to infiltrate his fortress of a facility.  They know about Alexander, and are led by a man shrouded in secrecy.  This man is our magician and Beguiler, Gabriel.  Gabriel’s cunning nature has allowed him to remain close to the watcher, yet remain unknown to him. The heavy traffic in the city is due to a large gathering of people trying to see Gabriel perform a fantastic trick.  Though not reported in any news program, Gabriel claims to have the ability to send people forward in time.  This strange claim spread like a virus through world of mouth.  At midnight he will send one lucky person.


Alexander’s mind is racing with images of near and far.  He is unable to focus on any one thing.  This is due to a device in the armored car that is amplifying Alex’s psychic abilities, and sending him through torturous thought loops.  Alexander miraculously breaks free from his containment and runs like hell.  Wandering about aimlessly, he finds himself in a bar in a raunchy part of town.  A man at the bar is crying and begging hysterically for Alex to help him.  Something about this upsets Alex greatly, and causes him to scream and yell violently at everyone in the bar.  Alex then apologizes for his rage, and tells the man that if he wants help there’s a whole world out there waiting for him.

Break Free

Picture by picture put straight in a line

The edges are broken by segments of time

Filtered in through our twinkling eyes

We blink and we miss out and we don’t know why

Oh the hands on the clock they tick

Calculating precisely every step

I hear voices calling me

What is it they want?

Armies of ants marching through mountains of sand

Are crushed by the foot of a much bigger man

He walks down the street with no time in his hands

And meets his demise on the hood of a van


Free

A man hanging low in a bar downtown

He gets up to walk around

But soon he falls to his knees

Cursing and screaming and begging please

Oh god why

I’ve lost site of the sky

It’s all a big mess

Can  you help me?

I’ve already confessed

I don’t like the way you’re begging

And I don’t like the nonsense that’s flying from your lips

And I don’t the way that you don’t blame yourself for your own shit

‘Cause yours is the same as mine

What?

It’s time to set things straight

You can’t eat from my plate

And not give any thanks

For saving you another day

Your animosity

Is pointed at me

I’ll give you a place

To shove that shit you see

I can’t cry for 

Weak fools and cheap whores

Free

I’m sorry I’m not quite what you were looking for

Keep on down the hall, you’ll find the door

That leads outside

Scene IV


Alexander sneaks through the city, and finds the mass of people surrounding the area in which Gabriel is about to perform his trick.  Gabriel immediately spots him, and selects him as the person who will be sent forward in time.  Gabriel tells Alexander that he must go into the future to retrieve knowledge of memories he will soon have.  He must go to the poison tree from which he fell and there he will be able to travel into the future.  Alex doesn’t want to go anywhere his feet won’t take him, but is nevertheless intrigued by the prospect.  Surrounded by a crowd of people, the two hop onto a hot air balloon that appears seemingly out of thin air.  They float high above the city, and in the end Alex takes the step off the balloon back onto the rooftop garden, and Gabriel floats off into the distance.

Acrophobia II

Gabriel:

It’s good to see you well again my friend

In desperate times sometimes the best thing you can do is lend a hand

I will guide you to a place you must go

It’s a destination you can only reach alone

It’s the future that you seek

That point in time in which you will have the knowledge you need

Alexander:

I know it’s tough sometimes

When my head is blurring the lines

Just take one foot over the next

That’s the road that I know best

Gabriel:

You may be right I might be wrong my friend

But times are desperate and these people would like a hand

You’ll walk the same no matter where you move

In the end the destination is up to you

The rooftop garden is the key

Find yourself beside the poison tree

Let your mind flow free

Unlock your future memories

Alexander:

I know it’s tough sometimes

When my head is blurring the lines

Just take one foot over the next

That’s the road that I know best

Still I can’t help but be intrigued

So I’ll let you take me back to the tree

Up up and away we’ll go

It’s almost magical

Scene V


Alexander stands beside the tree, arms outstretched in the wind.  Even with his eyes closed, he is able to feel the presence of a child crying in the street far below him.  He feels as lonely as the child.  A violent thunderstorm quickly approaches and rains down hard on Alexander.  Although he feels an eminent since of doom, he makes no attempt to shelter himself from the storm.  A lightning bolt strikes Alexander and he is sent forward in time.  His foresight jumps back and forth between two possible futures.  In one future, he is running frantically with blood on his hands, devising a makeshift plan to disappear into the underworld.  In the other future, his consciousness has somehow been commandeered by The Watcher.  He has become a powerful mind control weapon that controls everyone on the planet, melding their mind to his will.  Alexander snaps back from his foresight, awakening upon the roof.  He realizes he has no choice but to kill the watcher, or he will be destroyed and made into this horrible entity.

Prospects Ahead

Here I stand with gentle breezes sailing across my skin

I tickle the wind with the soft tips of my fingers

Below a warm child sobs softly in the street

He is alone like me

Dark clouds roll violently across the sky

I am ready for the storm to take me

My breath is heavy now

In this pouring rain

The world surrounds me now

I will not die in vain

I can not turn back 

There’s blood on my hands

I can not look back 

I’ll run to the lowlands

This is how it’s gonna be

‘Cause the future’s never free

Chase me down like a dog

 

I’ll disappear in the smog



Rubbing dirt on my feet

In the filthy city streets

Begging for your pocket change

Another bum acting strange

Questions come from the dark

You’ll be near and I’ll be far

Gone without a trace

A ghost always wins the chase

My body is a seed of perfect human means

I am mind control your thoughts are never free

A single consciousness for every human being

I am the master of your future destiny

Above this city

I am the empire

My breath is heavy now

In this pouring rain

The world surrounds me now

I will not die in vain

I see two prospects ahead

And it’s either him or me that’s dead

Scene VI


Part of the reason Alexander had to go back to the roof was because it was one of the few places the watcher did not see.  He left his rooftop garden as a sanctuary for Violet, who remains trapped in the building and unable to leave.  It was one place she would be allowed to go and have some semblance of freedom.  Alexander descends down into the building.  He makes his way past many security measures to the Black Room in which his father sits connected to his machines.  The door slams behind him and there is very minimal light in the room, solely coming from a few LEDs on some of the machines.  


Alexander tells the watcher exactly what he is there to do.  He asks the man to reveal himself and accept his end.  The watcher believes there is nothing that can stop Alexander from meeting his fate.  He tells him that he owes him his life, and then he reveals Violet.  He uses her as a shield as she asks Alexander to spare the poor old mans life.  Alex is completely surprised as he thought his initial encounter with her was still part of his dream, and he did not know she was a real person.  Alex begins to explain why he is there and that he has no choice, the watcher stabs her in the back.  She tells Alex to meet him at the ocean just before she falls.  Alex savagely strangles the watcher to death.  After a short period of calm, he knows it’s time to start running.  His earlier vision of running through the streets is played out here.

Black Room

The Dreamer:

Show yourself from that dark corner

I must destroy you father

Tear down your maniacal mountain

To release your heart’s affliction 

The Watcher:

There is no hope for your desire

Ignore the needs you think are dire

Forget the love that burned like fire

Take my throne your own empire

The Dreamer:

What happened to a life of choice?

You gave up your free will and your voice

So now I’ll take them as my own

And I choose to spit on your thrown

The Watcher:

Do you forget that I am the creator?

It is to me you owe your life

Do you forget that I am your maker?

Take a look into your sister’s eyes…

Violet:

You look surprised to see me

Did you think we would never meet again?

The Dreamer:

I thought it was a dream

I did not know that you were real

Violet:






The Dreamer:

Please don’t hurt this poor old man


I can not stop now

The machines you see here



You don’t know what I have seen

They keep him living through the day


I can not stop now








You don’t know where I have been

The Dreamer:






A vision of the future 

Soulless human slaves

The Watcher:





Violet:

Thank you Alexander 




Watch over me when I am gone

For digging Violet’s grave



Meet me at the ridgeline of the ocean

The Dreamer:

You touch her

And I’ll rip your heart right from your chest

Scene VII

Alex finally stops running.  He stands at the edge of a magnificent cliff and stares down into the valley below.  He realizes that without the watcher alive, his empire will never come to be, and that all the people suffering from his reign can now feel relief.  He can feel the energy of Gabriel’s movement growing with intensity.  There is a huge party in the city and throughout the countryside.

Here and Beyond

Here I stand

And beyond and throughout the land

The skies are growing clearer

A newfound hope is ringing louder

Here I stand

And beyond and throughout the land

A generation inspired

Hot love that glares like fire

Into the distance I will fade

But my love will always remain

Scene VIII

Alex somehow reaches the ridge of the ocean spoke about by Violet.

The End (Secret Song)

The sun it meets the sky’s horizon line

A field of blue extends from me to you at one point in time

A smile lets me know you hear my voice

Our eyes meet once again without a choice

