Unique Learner
Select: Selecting a unique learner in the art room is often very difficult. Students can usually learn a lot just from watching, listening, observing, and/or asking me questions. With this class, there was not a child that stood out as someone who I thought would have problems with the instruction that the rest of the class would receive. I had to do a little research for this part. I ended up choosing a little girl named Daryon. Daryon has speech problems and often doesn’t talk or socialize very much. When I talked to the teacher and the speech therapist, they both noted that she can follow directions very well and make it look like she is doing what the other children are doing, but she can not often talk about what she is doing. 

Describe: Daryon is simply a shy child with little confidence in herself and her speech. When I started looking at her case and what I was going to do differently with her, I decided that I did not want it to look like I was doing anything different with her. I did not want her to think I was treating her any different. So to assess her, I asked her lots of questions. From talking to the teacher, I found that Daryon’s guardians are not very involved with her education. I was told that she usually arrives at school just before 11:30 so that she will not be considered absent for the school day. However, by being this late, she misses a lot of instructional time. I was told that I was welcome to contact the guardians if I wished, but there was a small likelihood it would be successful. So, instead of contacting the parents, I made partnerships with the teacher and the speech therapist. 

Analyze: When planning my lessons, I did not change much. However, the instruction and interaction with the student did change. I had to make sure I knew what questions I wanted to ask her and how I wanted to treat the students around her so that she would not notice any difference. When I implemented the lesson plans, I had to make sure Daryon understood what I was asking of her. After instructing the class, I would walk around to each table and make sure everyone was on the same page. This was a useful tool with not only Daryon, but everyone. When I was walking around during the Texture Tree lesson, I noticed that Daryon’s tree was floating and had no limbs. I asked a friend of hers to help her and encourage her to draw a ground and limbs. Both girls have self-esteem issues and I was told they enjoy working together. I found [image: image1.jpg]


that this helped a lot with both girls’ pieces. I also encouraged the girls to work together when cutting the leaves and gluing them down. Daryon had some problems gluing some of the leaves down. If you look at the large leaf on the bottom right, you can see a few brown spots. This is actually glue. There is a LOT of glue on this tree. To use up some of the glue, we moved Daryon’s piece to the middle of the table and everyone shared the glue. Daryon became the official glue dispenser for the table. She loved that! Every choice I made with this student came from conversations with the teacher and the speech therapist. This allowed me to get a better understanding of this shy student. It would have been very hard for me to make these decisions without their help because I do not see Daryon often enough to pick up on things that excite her or scare her. 
Appraise: I think all the interactions with Daryon were very successful. She did not catch on to any special treatment, she was able to verbalize to me what actual and visual texture is, and she completed the projects as assigned. As predicted, she did very well on the pre and post-tests because she was able to see what the other students were doing. She actually performed in the top 4 on the post-test. This could be seen as something that was not productive because it was not a real test of her knowledge; but I think overall this student was successful.
	Name
	Pre-Test Points
	Post-Test Points (%)


Daryon               40                      30 (75%)

 I would not have had a clue about how to approach this child if I had not had the help of the teacher and the speech therapist. I also gave them another outlet to help Daryon because I was able to show them her interest in art. Hopefully now Daryon will have more art time in her classroom to help her express herself. 
Transform: I have been fortunate enough to fit a lot of Special Education classes into my schedule while in college. Many of my electives are SPED classes and are focused on assessing children with special needs. From the knowledge I gained from those classes and the help from the classroom teacher and the speech therapist, I was able to come up with ways to best assess Daryon without un-doing the work they had done on her self-esteem. I have definitely learned that there are many resources out there and that I should not try and re-invent the wheel. If I have a student with special needs in my class, then someone somewhere else in the school has already tried and failed at a few techniques. They would probably be interested in sharing their knowledge because we are all looking out for the good of the child. 
