Philosophy of Art Education


My philosophy revolves around something Elliot Eisner said at a NAEA conference. “Every child has the right to be given the chance to express himself.” I believe that is the single most important aspect of art and therefore art education. The goal of art education should be to foster creativity and expression while teaching students about the world around them.  



My job as an art teacher is to give students the tools to create and be creative. My goal is to teach them the mechanics of art, give them a forum to express themselves, and show students how artists in the past have used these techniques to communicate their ideas. Students will be encouraged to solve problems, make decisions about their work, and question what they know.  All of this will be in a safe environment where students will respect each other and their thoughts. 
I believe in applying an interdisciplinary approach so that students can see that art does not end when they leave the art room. My students will learn that there is more to art than “getting it.” They will have an understanding of art as a means of communication and expression. Multicultural education will also be incorporated in my lessons. My students will learn about places and people from different areas of the world and apply it to their daily life. For example, when we talk about Greek Temples, we will make our own temple illustrating stories about our own lives instead replicating preexisting temples. This gives students a broader understanding of how cultures and arts relate while developing abstract thought. 

In my class, students will learn how to produce artworks through ceramics, drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, and the graphic design. They will have a better understanding of art history, current art trends, art vocabulary, and how art touches our everyday life. Students will walk away from my class with an open mind, a feeling of self-confidence, and new methods to express themselves. 
