Matisse Paper Cut Outs

Teacher Name: Katie Murphy

Grade Level: 3rd Grade

Number of Students in class: 25

Length of class time: 3-4 class periods

NCSCS for ART:

· 1.03 Select color both for emotional appeal and realism.

· 2.01 Expands control and manipulation of the media and tools which may include the following: Cut Paper - papers, found objects, fibers, glue, sharp-edged scissors, curling, scoring and stapling, cutting a variety of single and multiple shapes.

· 3.04 Use a variety of geometric and organic shapes in creating own work.

· 3.07 Recognize composition is using the elements of art to create an artwork.

· 3.08 Achieve balance in compositions through use of like or different objects.

· 3.09 Develop repetition to create pattern in one's own artwork

· 3.12 Recognize symmetrical and asymmetrical balance.

Objectives of the Lesson: 

a. Cognitive Objective: Students will learn how use cut paper to make a balanced composition using geometric and organic shapes inspired by Henri Matisse. 

b. Affective Objective: Students will cut paper scraps to arrange a balanced composition using a theme of their choice.  

c. Psychomotor Objective: The students will:

1.
Learn about balance and composition through a cut paper collage motivated by Henri Matisse. 
2.
Make collages using a theme of their choice. 

Preparation

a. Teacher Supplies: 

a. Cut Paper Scraps

b. Scissors

c. White Paper

d. Pencil

b. Visual References:    

a. Books/Visuals of Henri Matisse

c. Student Handouts: none

d. Student Supplies:

a. Construction paper scraps

b. White drawing paper

c. Scissors

d. Pencils

e. Glue

e. Passing Out materials:  The “Go-Get-Its” will be in charge of getting all the materials for the table.
Focus and Review: We will start by talking about Henri Matisse and his cut paper collages. We will then talk about the balance he used in his works through repetition, symmetrical and asymmetrical designs, and geometric and organic shapes. The students will design a collage around a theme of their choice. It can be anything from a sport or activity they are interested in, to a place they have been, to a creation from their imagination.
Teacher Input:

a. Define Terms:
a. Collage

b. Balance

c. Repetition

d. Symmetry
e. Asymmetry
f. Geometric Shapes
g. Organic Shapes
b. Script:

a. Today we are going to look at an artist names Henri Matisse. 

b. This painting is almost as big as that wall. They are huge works! All of his shapes are cut from paper. He chose a theme and used geometric and organic shapes to create a balanced composition. He used also used repetition, symmetry, and asymmetry.
c. So, to start, we are going to talk about some of the elements and principles of design. The element of design we are talking about is Shape. Matisse used LOTS of shapes in his works. Can anyone tell me the difference in geometric shapes and organic shapes? Which did Matisse use more of?

d. The Principle of Design we are going to talk about today is Balance. What does balance mean? Does this work look balanced?

e. Today we are going to make our own cut paper collages. We are going to come up with a theme for our work. What is a theme? Our themes can be whatever you want. This theme will be what your picture is about. You can chose a sport or activity you are interested in, a place you like to go to, an object that means a lot to you, your pet… Can anyone else think of any other themes?

f. The first thing we are going to do is make a folder for ourselves. We are going to take a piece of construction paper, fold it in half, and fold the 2 sides. This way you always have a place to put your shapes. Next we are going to draw out our shapes on the construction paper. If your theme is flowers, cut out a lot of flowers. MAKE SURE TO PUT YOUR NAME ON EVERYTHING YOU CUT OUT! Cut out lots of different objects related to your theme. I want you to use different shapes, sizes, and colors. 
g. After you get a few shapes cut out, you can start arranging them on your paper. Play around with it. Move your shapes around. We are not going to glue anything down until all of the shapes you want are cut out. I want you to experiment with different options. It important to make sure your work is balanced. 

h. When you think you have all of your shapes where you want them, you may glue them down. 

Guided Practice/Independent Practice

a. Students will begin working on the work. 

b. I will begin walking around the classroom and talking to the students about how they are doing and problems they might be having. 

c. If students finish early, they can work on their creative drawings. 

Clean Up:  The “Go-Get-It” will be in charge of putting away most of the materials. I will assign each table someone else to put away the scrap paper. 
Closure: When everyone is finished with their work, we will talk about the pieces. I want to put them up around the room and have the students walk around to look at them. We will them talk about what everyone sees and what they think works best if their own work. 
Bibliography:  http://svam.org/Education/Education_Content/Lesson_161718_pdf/17B.pdf 
Collection of Matisse Books and Magazines found in art room
