Found Art Sculpture

Teacher Name: Katie Murphy

Grade Level: 4th Grade

Number of Students in class: 25

Length of class time: 2-3 class periods

NCSCS for ART:


2.03 Increase skills with familiar materials.

3.04 Exercise flexibility when approaching a problem-solving situation.

NCSCS for Information Skills Curriculum:

1.08 Select and use independently, both within and outside the school, a variety of resources (print, non-print, electronic) and formats (print, graphical, audio, video, multimedia) to extend content of resources used.

2.01 Identify published criteria of excellence for resources.
Objectives of the Lesson: 

a. Cognitive Objective: Students will learn how to make sculptures from objects found in the classroom, at home, and in nature. 

b. Affective Objective: Students will do sketches of different animals they are interested in and then build that animal using found objects.  
c. Psychomotor Objective: The students will:

1.
Make animal sculptures using found objects.

2.
Understand that art doesn’t always have to be fine art.  

Preparation
a. Visual References:    

a. Box No. 114, Lucas Samaras

b. Dog, Alberto Giacometti

c. Zaga, Nancy Graves

d. Only Only Bird, Alexander Calder

e. Bear’s Lair, Sherry Markovitz

f. Palma, Debora Butterfield

b. Student Supplies:

a. Pencils

b. Newsprint

c. Scissors

d. Glue

e. Tape

f. Found Objects

c. Passing Out materials:  The “Go-Get-It” will be in charge of getting the newsprint, pencils, and glue for each table, but individual students will be able to pick out their own found objects. 

Focus and Review: We will start by talking about found object sculptures. Students will gain an understanding of found art sculptures and how they can be made. We will then look at pictures of animals and think about materials we can use to make these animals. Each table will then decide what animal they want to make as a group. They will also decide what types of materials they need to bring to make their animals. The animals will be made from Found Objects from the classroom or from home. 

Teacher Input:

a. Define Terms:

a. Found object art

b. Assemblage or Collage

c. Additive Sculpture

b. Script:

a. What is the first thing you see when you look at these art works? Do you see the animal first? Or do you see the materials it is made out of? 

b. Today we are going to look at some sculptures by different artists. All of these sculptures are made out of different objects. What do they look like they are made out of?  They are all made out of objects that you can find anywhere. 

c. Found objects can be anything. They can be pieces of metal, old toys, trash… whatever you can find, you can make into a sculpture. We are going to make found object sculptures, but I want you to make animals. We are going to make these sculptures as tables. Each table will work together to choose an animal, design that animal, and come up with the materials needed for that animal.  

d. Today I just want you to start thinking about the shapes of different animals. You can look through some books and get some ideas. After you have decided which animal your table will be doing, I want each person to draw a sketch of it. I want one person to draw the front, one to draw the left side, one to draw the right side, and one to draw the back. When I ask you to do a sketch, what do I mean? Do I want you to draw the animal with a lot of detail? After you have finished your sketch, I want you to think about what kind of materials you want your sculpture to be made out of. I want you to think about what the skin of your animal looks like and what you can find that will be the same as that skin. If you are doing a reptile, look for something that looks like scales, if you are doing something with fur, look for something that looks like fur. I want you to look through some of the materials we have here for ideas, but you can also go home and look for things. I am sending a letter home that you can show to your parents. That way they don’t think I am making you bring in trash for no reason! If you need to bring something from home, you can write it down on the back of your letter so you don’t forget. 
e. After everyone has their materials, we can talk about how to assemble them. Some might need glue, some might need tape. I want you to be creative and think of ways to make them stay together.

Guided Practice/Independent Practice

a. Students will begin working on the work. 

b. I will begin walking around the classroom and talking to the students about how they are doing and problems they might be having. 

c. If students finish early, they can work on their creative drawings. 

Clean Up:  The “Go-Get-It” will be responsible for putting away all of the materials they took out. Each table will be called to put their sculptures away. 
Bibliography: Collection of about 20 animal books from the school library
