Assessment Narrative

I think the results of my assessments speak volumes. I am a firm believer in not setting people up for failure. From what I have found, children will rise to the occasion, if given the correct tools. When I gave the first assessment, I was not sure what the first graders could do or what previous knowledge they had. So I started with what I thought was an easy pre-test, and yet still challenge them. Based on the results, I was wrong. My pre-test was entirely too easy. If I could do it again, I would have liked to see the students draw their own rough, smooth, hard, and soft textured objects. I would also have liked to see what they thought visual and actual texture was. After seeing the results of the pre-test, I thought I would challenge them more and see if they could identify rough and smooth textures, but also identify visual versus actual texture.

For the post-test, I hung three pictures up on the board. I tore up construction paper and glued it to a piece of drawing paper. That was the actual texture piece. I then used the same texture plates that the students had used and drew a picture of a house, just like they did for the visual texture. For the last piece, I simply drew a picture of a house and colored it with crayons. I thought this would be relatively easy for the students. I was positive that if they saw the texture plates, then they would identify the visual texture piece right away. However, the second the students walked into the room and started their assessment, I looked up at the pieces from the back of the room. I had hung the works on the board thinking the students would all be able to see them. Yet, when I stood back and looked at them, the actual texture piece looked flat. It did not look like it had any texture at all. The visual texture piece had a little texture, but it was hard to see the texture left from the plates. The third piece, that was meant to be nothing, looked like it had the most texture because of the way I colored it. So if I could do the post-test again, I would have made the actual texture piece a sculpture with lots of actual texture. I would have liked the visual texture on the environment piece to have been much more obvious. For the piece that shouldn’t have had any texture, I think I would have cut out pieces of construction paper into the shapes I needed and made it something that was completely flat and had NO VISUAL TEXTURE! 

In the end, there were a few students who understood what I asked of them. Not many, but I blame myself for that. From asking and talking to the students, I really feel the students know the difference between visual and actual texture. 
