
Franz Kafka’s “ The Hunger Artist ” is a very symbolic story. Through the 

presence of imagery and symbolism the story takes on a much more meaningful purpose. 

It essentially symbolizes the modern day struggle in society between that of the material word and that of the non-material world. In this case the hunger artist represents the non-material world and his audience represents the material world.


In the beginning while in the prime of his artistic career the hunger artists audience consisted of his watchers and his spectators.  For the reassurance of his spectators, watchers were, which were ironically usually butchers were selected by the public to watch the hunger artist day and night. Watching over him in groups of three it was their job to make sure he had no secret forms of nourishment.  


Certain groups of these watchers took great pride in their duties, staying close to the cage at all times making sure there were no eatables anywhere in his cage. The artist enjoyed the companies of such watchers a great deal, being able to show them that he really was fasting and had no sources of food of any kind. However along with these watchers there were also a certain groups of watchers who were less interested in carrying out their duties and would huddle themselves together away from the cage in an obvious attempt to give the artist the chance at a little refreshment. This made the artist miserable it made his fast seem unendurable. Nonetheless ever morning at his own expense he would have a great feast of a breakfast prepared for the watchers. To his own enjoyment he would watch them gorge themselves on the meal, knowing that the fact that he could obstain himself from the temptation made him superior to them because he could fast as no one else could fast. 


This was looked upon by his spectators as an attempt to bribe his watchers. This shows us that the artist’s spectators obviously could not grasp the concept of the artist or his art of fasting. What did they know about fasting other then the fact that they found it entertaining to watch, and this annoyed the artist a great deal, for if they knew anything about fasting they would know that during a fast an artist would never under any circumstances swallow even the smallest morsels of food, the honor of the profession forbade it. However the artist understood such suspicions as no one could continuously watch him. Therefore he would always be the only completely satisfied spectator to his fast, yet he was himself never satisfied. He understood most people did not understand his art form and would never believe his achievements, always thinking he had some way of cheating. He did not mind this, he was fasting for himself, not for them not for anyone else. To him fasting was easy, but he knew most of his spectators would not believe him and always think he had some secret way of cheating. 

