Epaxial Muscles and Neck

Epaxial Muscles: Muscles located dorsally to the axis (or Spine), helps to stabilize and actively extend it.

Made up of three muscle groups: iliocostalis, longissimus, transversospinalis
Iliocostalis mm: most lateral group and extends through the thoracic and lumbar regions

Longissimus mm: Middle group which extends from the head to the tail

Transversospinalis mm: Most medial group and extends from the head to the tail

Thoracolumbar Fascia: Fascia covering the epaxial muscles 

Multifidus Lumborum m: Part of the transversospinalis group of muscles. Situated along the lumbar region of the spine. Fig 6-28 & 30
NECK

Splenius m: Deep to the platysma and brachiocephalicus on the superficial lateral neck. Fig 6-26 & 27
Biventer m: Located just deep to the splenius m., more dorsal than the complexus m
Complexus m: Located just deep to the splenius m, more lateral than the biventer m    Fig 6-29 

Nuchal Ligament: Ligament located deep and in between the complexes m and the biventer m. Attaches the spine of the axis to the spine of the first thoracic vertebra to help support the heads of quadrupeds. Not found in cats ,they do not have big heads. Fig 5-7
Sterno-cephalicus m: Located in the ventral neck arising from the manubrium. Has two heads, the sterno-mastoideus and the sterno-occipitalis Fig 6-14
Sterno-mastoideus: The thicker of the two heads of the sterno-cephalicus m that travels with the cleido-mastoideus m toward the mastoid process
Sterno-occipitalis: The thinner more dorsal head of the sterno-cephalicus m, that travels to the occiput.

Sternohyoideus m: Located in the ventral neck. Fused with the sternothyroideus m at their origin, the manubrium.  The R & L sternohyoideus m inset side by side on the basihyoid bone (The central tongue bone)

Sternothyroideus m: Located in the ventral neck. Fused with the sternohyoideus m at their origin, the manubrium. This thinner muscle, once separated, runs along the dorsomedial face of the sternohyoideus m and terminates upon the thyroid cartilage of the larynx.

Longus Capitus: Located deep to the trachea and ventral to the cervical spine along with the longus colli m.

Carotid Sheath: A fascial bundle that encloses the common carotid artery and the vagosympathetic trunk along the dorsolateral trachea.

Trachealis m: The muscle of the trachea which bridges it’s incomplete cartilage rings. Made up of smooth muscle fibers that blend in with the fascia.

Thyroid Gland: Located cranially along with the recurrent laryngeal n. Fig 10-4.

Parathyroid Gland: Small round gland located on the cranio-dorsal border of the thyroid gland.
