*Synopsis*

 It’s hard for others to say when everything went to hell but Jonathan Prower remembers, every night of his life. After his parents were killed in a car accident that he survived nothing mattered. His sister was too busy fighting the courts for custody, he was too busy hiding from the police- his youth was gone before he had time to live it.

 Six years later he’s on the verge of dropping out of high school, alone in his mind without a friend to confide in he finds it easier and easier to slide toward ‘letting go’ and ending it.

 A chance meeting in a lonely truck stop introduces him to a bright young woman named Kathrine Rikes. Through her Jon re-discovers a trust he had given up, a way to cope with life, and most importantly a friend. But one night would change everything.

 On their way to a camp site on the outside of town they stop for gas. A short woman pulls up and watches them, before either Jon or Kat can make a connection two men attack them with automatic rifles, during the attack the short woman shoots back, giving them just enough time to escape.

 When they come back into town, shaken and scared they’re in no way prepared for the police attempting to arrest them. When Jon runs and the cops follow, the question becomes immediately clear. Who is Kathrine Rikes? 

 The papers say she’s a drug dealer from San Diego, but she says that she was a school teacher. The answers don’t add up to the facts, her nice house on the edge of town, the nice car- who can be believed?

 As they take refuge wherever they can find it, Jon’s sister is doing what she can to find information on Kat but the real surprise comes when she finds what amounts to a warrant at her place of work- a simple plywood factory. No sooner does this revelation strike her than a short woman appears at her apartment and abducts her.

 Desperation strikes head on when Jon learns of this through his sister’s fiancé, even with the vague note in hand and a weapon how can he hope to answer all the questions that seem to be tied to Kathrine? 

 Nicole Leandrea tell Jon’s sister about a conflict, but her story is beyond anything they’ve ever known- beyond anything right. According to her there’s another race of people, not human but genetic off shoots of humans, they call themselves Kattah. But unlike their human counterparts these women are cursed to be hunted by a ruthless organization known as the Order of the Earth Purifiers. 

 Time grows shorter with each passing day, food and water are running in short supply and showing their face in public is unthinkable. Jon and Kat are forced to take desperate measures to survive, lying to people, stealing food, shooting back. . . 

 Slowly Samantha comes to realize that the story that Nicole is telling is entirely true, after having seen first hand as young men and women put their lives on the line to help one another, or to attain information held by the Order she is brought into the folds of the war and what’s at stake. More than her brother or Kathrine. This is a fight for the very survival of a sentient species. 

 Despite her newfound understanding her mission hasn’t changed, finding her brother takes priority over everything else but during an encounter she gets separated from Nicole and winds up alone with a pistol to defend herself and an excruciatingly broken rib.

 Jon and Kathrine are stuck in the Crestline district, slowly being corralled into a tight net by people in trucks. No matter where they go someone always seems a step ahead, except where the people want them to go- Little do they know that across the other side of the district Sam is undergoing the same trials.

 When they finally do meet up the trap is sprung and the situation goes from a heartfelt reunion to utter chaos in the blink of an eye. The massive firefight with the ‘police’ is broadcast far and wide while the three of them fight simply for the right to continue breathing. In their escape it becomes clear that not everyone is on the same page when a cop helps them get away. 

 Hiding at an old friend’s Sam tells them what she knows while setting up a plan hand Kat over to Nicole in exchange for safe passage out of the country. When Jon confronts Kat on the new information she reluctantly exposes everything she is, the 25 years of self torture and uncertainty of not being human, of not knowing what she is; who or how to ask the questions that might make sense of her plight. 

 At first Jon is lost, but slowly gains an understanding and respect for the woman he went through so much strife with- human or not, could he actually fall in love with her? Before he has a chance to find out police show up to investigate Sam’s connection with her friend.

 In a desperate run for the border Sam convinces them to pull over at the meeting spot she had told Nicole. Before the woman shows up they get pinned by the people who have been trying to kill them- the short woman helps them escape and en-route back to the city they learn more about the Kattah and the Order.

 Stopping by a night club to get the newest access codes to get into the Kattah base brings Jon into direct conflict with Nicole and their intentions for the future. After a long argument she eventually agrees to train them and take them on as a team, to Sam’s explosive objection.

 Thirty days of intense training have Jon and Sam in remarkable shape despite their increased bickering over the current state of affairs. Being introduced to Kattah customs and  ideals also has a positive effect on Samantha, giving her a sense of belonging that has been missing most of her life. 

 When they are introduced to the rest of the ‘Clan of the White Rose’ none of them are really prepared for what they encounter in their leader. Several things are as Nicole taught, acceptance and warmth but their barrier is Irana Winters. Her glacial demeanor is focused on Nicole and their past together but before they can be allowed access to Clan arms or information they must prove their loyalties.

 Using the letter Sam got from the plywood factory as a bargaining chip Nicole manages to weasel her way into a minor upgrade of their aging equipment in preparation for an assault on the factory What they find opens the lid on a deeper pit of atrocity that even Nicole isn’t ready to accept.

 In San Diego the Order has been ‘manufacturing’ Kattah, using homeless people and volunteers for it’s experiments they have perfected a disposable spy that can infiltrate the ranks of the Clan and bring it down from within. 

 Kathrine’s own past comes into question when they meet her father to gather information on her birth and childhood. During this same time Nicole and Samantha use information they found in the plywood factory to get to a ‘pseudo-Kattah’ in hopes of interrogating her. Unfortunately someone beat them to it, leaving only a rotting corpse behind.

Their major revelation comes when they find information on the spy’s daughter, stashed in a little town house on the west side. Grabbing the child they leave her with Kat’s father as they mount up for an offensive on the ‘pseudo-Kattah’ facility itself. 

 In the final hours of the facility they grab a living ‘sample’ to take back to the clan, thus completing their charge in full but not before learning of a new facility going online in Lake Falls within the month. 

 On their way back to Lake Falls, backlit by the fireball of what would later come to be known as a terrorist attack the team becomes a fully operational hazard to the Order, all of them for their own reasons, with their own identities and fears. They become something more than the sum of their parts. They’ve won a major victory but the war is far from over.
