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Learner

You love to learn. The subject matter that interests you most will be determined by your other themes and
experiences, but whatever the subject, you will always be drawn 1o the process of learning. The process,
more than the content or the result, is especially exciting for you. You are energized by the steady and
deliberate journey from ignorance to competence. The thrill of the first few facts, the early eflors to recite or
practice what you have learmned, the growing confidence of a skill mastered-this is the process that entices
you. Your excitement leads you to engage in adult learning experiences-yoga or piano lessons or graduate
classes. It enables you to thrive in dynamic work environments where you are asked to take on short
project assignments and are expected to learn a lot about the new subject matter in a short period of time
and then move on to the next one. This Learner theme does not necessarily mean that you seek to become
the subject matter expert, or that you are striving for the respect that accompanies a prolessional or
academic credential. The outcome of the leamning is less significant than the “getting there.”

Learner Sounds like this:

Annie M., managing editor. *1 get antsy when | am nol leaming somaething. Last year, although | was enjoying my
work, | didn't feel as though | was leaming enough. So | took up lap dancing. It sounds strange, doesn't it? | know | am
never going to perform or anything, but | enjoy focusing on the technical skill of tapping, getting a little better each
wook, and moving up from the beginners’ class to the intermediato class. That was a kick."

Miles A., operalions manager. "When | was seven years old, my teachers would tell my parents, "Miles isn't the most
intelligent boy in the school, but he's a sponge for learing and he'll probably go really far because he will push himself
and continually be grasping new things.' Right now | am just starting a course in business-travel Spanish. | know it is
probably 100 ambitious 1o think | could learn conversational Spanish and become totally proficient in that language, but
| at least wanl lo be able to travel there and know the language.”

Tim 5., coach for executives: *One of my clients is so inquisitive that it drives him crazy because he can't do
everything he wants lo. I'm diferent. | am not curious in thal broad sense. | prefer 1o go into greater depth with things
so thal | can become competent in them and then use them at work. For example, recently one of my clients wanted
me to travel with him to Mice, France, for a business engagement, so | started reading up on tho region, buying books,
checking the Inlemnel. It was all interesting and | enjoyed the study, but | wouldn't have done any of it if | wasn't going
to be traveling there for work.”
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