Labour Party Socialist Societies Executive

Minutes of Meeting  Monday 20 March 2006

1. Introductions and Apologies.

Present: Jacky Peacock (Chair, Labour Housing Group), Pete Moorey (Christian Scoialist, Treasurer), Simon Wright (Labour Campaign for Lesbian & Gay Rights, Secretary), Dianne Hayter (NEC Rep), David Caplin (Scientists for Labour), Martin Rathfelder (Socialist Health Association), Andrew Bradstock (Christian Socialist Movement), Helen Gordon (Jewish Labour Movement, by phone), Malcolm Horne (SEA), Carlie Newman (SLL), Sunder Katwala (Fabian Society), Hywel Lloyd (SERA), Nigel Spearing (SEA).

Apologies: Judith Bara, Judith Blakeman, Jim Moher, Janet Seymour Kirk, Lawrie Nerva, Helen Gordon (maybe phoning in 07931 369004), Huw Davies, Bill Thomas.

2. Minutes of last meeting.

3. Matters arising. 

Geoff Hoon meeting turned into a reception. He is open to contact from SocSocs on issues that are going through parliament, especially on Commons modernisation.

4. Guest Speaker

Kevin Lee, Head of Party Development, Labour Supporters' Network. Party needs to develop beyond its historical meetings structure, to engage supporters and others outside the Party in dialogue with us. Concerted effort to build on the 100,000 Labour Supporters who registered during the 2005 General Election. Socialist Societies and individual websites are encouraged to include the button. Also to incorporate the Labour Supporters Network in telephone and doorstep canvassing. Setting up specialist networks to bring members together through online communications, such as web-based discussion boards. Important to deal with Tories trying to make themselves into a community-focussed organisation. 

Questions focused on how the Specialist Networks can work with the Socialist Societies, especially where there is an overlap. Also how we enable critical views to get expression without censoring. Partnership in Power documents are already out for consultation much wider than membership, therefore we can hear and acknowledge different views before the Party decides its positions. SERA have already started to host some discussions on the environment and the Socialist Societies can have a role in this. Not likely that data can be shared with Socialist Societies due to data protection but socialist societies and their members are encouraged to engage with these. Members continue to be the only ones who can vote for any party decisions. Not looking to have editorial control over discussion boards, although will be watched to ensure no other party is taking over. Kevin willing to attend meetings of Socialist Societies direct line 7802 1317 email kevin.lee@new.labour.org.uk
5. NEC Report
Dianne Hayter gave a brief NEC Report. Women's Race & Equality Committee now has Labour Campaign for Lesbian & Gay Rights and Labour Disabled Members Group as permanent observers. Discussion about loans, finances of the party and governance issues. The meeting expressed strong consternation about the national publicity and backed the position of our NEC representative.

5. Communication and Participation

Agreed to have a Saturday meeting, to set at next meeting. Agreed that need to get clearer info on who are delegates to Socialist Societies Exec. Any Society wanting to email the others should do so through the Secretary.

6. 2006 Manchester Conference

Martin Rathfelder spoke about the SHA's administration of the Friends' Meeting House for Conference. Spaces still available. Venue is directly opposite GMEX. Also considering doing a collective Fringe Guide. Stand applied for. Simon to try to get socialist societies listed in the Conference Guide. Will also try to have another breakfast for the Socialist Socieites Executive, suggested Wednesday morning.

7. Meeting of Labour Friends.

CSM organising meeting of faith based groups affiliated groups. Scheduled for 22 May but may move. Nicholas Russell suggested a meeting of equality based SocSocs.

8. National Policy Forum

Socialist Societies have previously elected three reps to NPF on a one-vote one-organisation unofficial way. However this time, each affiliate has now received a formal nomination form with 9 June deadline for these positions. It was proposed and agreed that ideally we ensure that only three names are nominated to ensure that there is no election and a good balance of Socialist Societies represented. Presently Jacky Peacock, Helen Gordon and Bill Thomas are delegates. Black Socialist Societies also have three places on NPF even though they have not met collectively for about 10 years.

Discussion about whether vote on nominations happens at a meeting of the Socialist Societies Exec. Agreed that 22 May will be the meeting and hustings for the nominations. Then expectation that all SocSocs will respect this and make the same nominations with a reserve if one or more of our nominations gets elected to a different position. Simon Wright will administer this and will also ask societies to confirm their two nominated reps to the Socialist Societies executive, although Societies could be able to send any person to this meeting. Agreed deadline for anyone interested to register this is 14 April. Socs interested in nominating someone to be considered. 200 words m maximum personal statement. These will then be distributed in time for Societies to consult on how they use their vote.

9. Officers' Reports

Please pay invoices which are out now.

10. AOB

LHG supporting 10 Minute Rule Bill on thermostats and scalding.

Lab Disabled Members Group supporting a 10 minute rule bill on rehabilitation leave.

11. Date of Next Meetings: 22 May, 17 July, 18 September.
