Socialist Societies Joint Seminar
23 September 2006

St Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green, Manchester

Following introductory Comments from Rt Hon Hazel Blears MP (Chair of the Party) and others, the Seminar split into groups to look at the various National Policy Forum Commission reports.  The feedback from these groups was as follows:

EDUCATION AND PROSPERITY AND WORK
1  Education

· What has happened to Adult Education?  (has been replaced by skills).  There is a progression from basic education through to entry to Higher Education through accumulated credit based learning.  Need to refocus on community based learning through community groups and activities – linked to revitalising and democratising community development
· Maximum class size of 30 all through primary (funding in line with private schools will help this).  We recognise the value of Teaching Assistants but still need to CONTINUE to reduce class size

· Welcome Gordon Brown’s commitment to increase funding to level of private schools – is there a target date?

· Expand the range of background/cultures of children in all schools with the ultimate aim of abolishing faith schools (community cohesion)

· Continue with anti-bullying programmes and ensure they include all groups

· Need to ensure the curriculum is inspiring to children and young people (as well as teachers).  Science curriculum is particularly limiting

· Use the improvements in secondary education as a reason to abolish selection
· Explore ways of making education more inclusive – value records of achievement as well as examination results

2  Prosperity and Work

· The science and innovation section of the NPF report is good – this should be promoted.  Should this be duplicated in the education section?  Similarly,  the section in health about 4 hours a week of sport for all children.  
· Funding – very tied by targets.  The targets must be reasonable and the framework for bids must be realistic;  there are inherent difficulties with short term funding;  groups doing charitable type work that are not charities are not able to access some funding streams

· ‘Access to work’:  many employers don’t know about the ‘access to work’ budgets and the right for leave for retraining for employees having a new disability

CRIME AND JUSTICE, CITIZENSHIP AND EQUALITIES
Focus and considerations:

· Prison – particularly post-prison transition

· Additional resource and structure to support this transition

· Less of a ‘black-hole’ for offenders to disappear into

· More focus on restorative justice and giving victims a voice

Consistent application of neighbourhood policing:

· Need to clearly explain the benefits of this approach

· Increase move towards community policing

· Building links between ward police teams and local councillors

· Legislative responsibility on councils to apply ASBO’s and to force their dealing with anti-social behaviour

Asylum and Immigration:

· Need to have the debate about capped versus un-capped asylum

· Pro-integration party – working on shared values

· Need to reconsider how we approach/talk to ethnic communities (not solely through the ‘traditional spokesperson/people’)

Democracy:

· A predominantly elected House of Lords

· Peers serve long terms with 1/3rd elected every 3 years

Equality

· How do we move from legal/statutory recognition to changing hearts and minds?
BRITAIN IN THE WORLD
International Development:
· Trade/Fairtrade – freeing up markets.  Less subsidisation

· Put an increased profile on the fair-trade message rather than direct aid

Global Security:
· UN Reform – More strength, legitimacy

· More pro-Europe stance;  overtly critical of US policy where appropriate 

· Promoting workers’ rights in the countries with which we trade
The Seminar ended with a contribution from Rt Hon Ian McCartney MP (FCO and DTI minister, and former Chair of the Party)
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