Labour Party Socialist Societies Executive

Minutes of Meeting  Monday 22 May 2006

1. Introductions and Apologies.

Present: Jacky Peacock (Labour Housing Group & Chair), Judith Bara (Jewish Labour Movement), Andrew Bradstock (CSM), Hywel Lloyd (SERA), David Williams (Labour Lawyers), Helen Gordon (by phone), David Caplin (Scientists for Labour), Marianne Hood (LHG), Nicholas Russell (Disabled Members), Stephen Beer (CSM), Simon Wright (LCLGR & Secretary), Sunder Katwala (Fabians), Bill Thomas, (Labour Clubs), Dianne Hayter (NC rep), Hugh Davies (SHA), Patrick Vernon (SHA), Carlie Newman (Labour Lawyers).

Apologies: Conor McGinn, Pete Moorey.

2. Minutes of last meeting.

Agreed as true record, noting that Marianne Hood had sent apologies.

3. Matters arising. 

Matters Arising: Discussion about a Saturday meeting to discuss links and policy overlaps, programme for the Soc Soc Exec and other issues. 22 July agreed. Working group of Hywel Lloyd, Jacky Peacock, Helen Gordon and Simon Wright to organise.

Marianne noted still a few vacancies in the Quaker Meeting house programme for Manchester. Simon to pass on the list of bookings.

4. Election of National Policy Forum representatives

As agreed at the previous meeting, a hustings took place to identify the three names which all Socialist Societies will nominate (to ensure a good balance of representatives who can report back to the Executive). Dianne Hayter chaired the process. At the first ballot Jacky Peacock and Bill Thomas were selected. On the second ballot Simon Wright was selected. All Societies are now asked to nominate these three names before 9 June.

5. Friends of Labour report

Andrew Bradstock reported on the Friends of Labour meeting of faith and ethnicity-based groups. Attended by Hazel Blears, Stephen Timms and Margaret Hodge. A worthwhile event which is likely to be followed up by further meetings. Noted that many of these are not formally affiliated to the Party. Dianne thanked Andrew for organising the meeting. Agreed to invite these groups to the Saturday meeting in July.

5. NEC Report
Last NEC was wholly about loans. Dianne involved in looking at the governance of the NEC. The Hayden Phillips review of party funding is an issue which may affect SERA, the Fabians and other Socialist Societies. Conservatives promoting official funding as a way to break link between Labour and trade unions. Sunder proposed that all societies should make submissions; Dianne agreed to circulate points for SocSocs to consider making - submissions from us will help show the structure of the Labour party is different to other parties. Rules differ for organisations whose members are not “mostly” Labour Party members. SERA and others would no longer be in that category if interpreted to mean 75%. Society of Labour Lawyers offered a briefing on this by Gerald Shamash if required.

Now a push to get parliamentary candidates into position; Tories are already selecting candidates into their target seats. 

National Conference 2008 and 2009 will be in Brighton, 2010 Manchester. Spring Conferences 2008 and 2009 Manchester, 2010 Bournemouth. Next NEC will have a report-back on local elections, agreed that it was a much more varied picture than the initial analysis. 

6. Any Other Business

Jewish Labour Movement wish to propose a motion to the SocSoc Exec concerning constitutional changes to the party, especially abolishing GCs which may have a large impact on Socialist Societies. Agreed as an agenda item for the next meeting - Simon to circulate in advance. Sunder Katwala proposed that Soc Socs should also try to influence the process at this stage, to ensure participation.

7. Date of next meetings
17 July, 22 July (Special Saturday event), 18 September.
