LABOUR PARTY SOCIALIST SOCIETIES EXECUTIVE

Thursday 3 November 2005

MINUTES

1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES

Apologies - Gareth Davies, Giles Wright, William Thomas, Jim Moher, Marianne Hood.

Present, Hywel Lloyd (SERA), Simon Wright (LCLGR & Secretary), Jacky Peacock (Chair & Labour Housing Group), Dianne Hayter (NEC), Sunder Katwala (Fabians), Katie Hanson (LCLGR), David Caplin (SfL), Pete Moorey (Christian Socialist Movement & Treasurer), Nigel Spearing (SEA), Malcolm Horne (SEA), Judith Bara (Jewish Labour Movement), Nicholas Russell (Co-op).

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS

Agreed.

3. MATTERS ARISING

None.

4. NEC REPORT. 

Increase in “reduced rate” membership was rejected (following discussion at previous meeting).

Women, Race and Equality Committee has invited the Labour Campaign for Lesbian & Gay Rights and Disabled Members' Group to attend the next meeting and presumably to be part of the committee in future. Guidelines and training for next parliamentary selections will push for greater diversity of candidates.

Nominations for NEC will be more open, not restricted to conference delegates. Councillors now able to be ex-officio at conference.

NEC paid tribute to Mo Mowlem and Robin Cook. Appointing new General Secretary. Planning for policy networks.

Nigel Spearing asked about move to Victoria Street. Mainly moved for space. Not available for SocSoc meeting places. Pete Moorey to look at Westminster Central Hall. Sunder suggested Portcullis House with an MPs booking. Also LGA considered.

Dianne pursuing meeting with Geoff Hoon.

Katie Hanson asked about Party charging flat rate for seminar on becoming a candidate.

Nigel asked about process of distributing and printing 2005 general election manifesto.

5. REVIEW OF 2005 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Thanks to Fabians for taking charge of the stall. Much better position than in 2004 and well-organised.

Discussion about excessive security.

Disabled Members' rule change went through for a Disabled Members' Officer. Also for inclusion of equalities analysis of all the party's procedures.

6. PROPOSALS FROM SOCIALIST SOCIETIES

Discussion at breakfast meeting was useful about improving our effectiveness. Jacky felt that ordinary members of Socialist Societies were ignorant about this executive and asked that representatives publicise this work. Suggested a small piece to go in everyone's newsletters. 

Simon suggested that some webspace to store minutes and summarise the organisation.

Bill Thomas, Helen Gordon, Jacky Peacock and Dianne Hayter are NPF reps. Need to publicise this when up and running.

Teleconference participation. Simon agreed to try to find a way when we have a regular meeting place.

Suggested meetings on a Saturday outside London to have policy debates. Suggestion that it happen in Midlands sometime after May. Agreed.

All SocSocs are requested to book their fringe for Annual Conference 2006 at the Friends' Meeting House. Martin Rathfelder (SHA) needs to know as soon as possible - we need to see some financial and booking details. Also issue of disabled access. Possible sponsorship from BUPA - not much enthusiasm for this.

7. SPRING CONFERENCE

10-12 February in Blackpool. Maybe a joint fringe meeting. Not many SocSocs planning to attend so probably not. Agreed more keen on a joint reception or breakfast at Manchester.

8. LABOUR CENTENARY

Sunday 12 Feb during Spring Conference is the official centenary of the Labour Party. Many publications being launched. Dianne wants histories of any Socialist Societies. SERA organising tree-planting.

9. REPORTS FROM OFFICERS

Treasurer will bring report to next meeting.

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

SEA's Caroline Benn Memorial Lecture on 26 Nov. Discussion on Education White Paper and manifesto process.

11. DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Monday 23 January 2006

