MINUTES: LABOUR PARTY SOCIALIST SOCIETIES EXECUTIVE

Monday 19 September 2005, Cole Room, Fabian Society

PRESENT: Jacky Peacock (LHG, Chair), Dianne Hayter (NEC), Emma Burnell (SERA), David Caplin (SfL), Malcolm Horne (SEA), Nigel Spearing (SEA), 
Alon Or-bach (LCLGR, substituting as secretary)

1. Introductions and apologies
Apologies: Hywel Lloyd (SERA), Simon Wright (LCLGR, Secretary), Jim Moher (LPIS), Pete Moorey (CSM), Nicholas Russell (Co-op, LDMG), Katie Hanson (LCLGR), Judith Bara (JLM), Bill Thomas (), Jamie Hodge (Fabian).

2. Minutes of last meeting
Agreed

3. Matters Arising – all covered within the agenda
4. NEC Report 
a. Subscriptions to the Labour Party – increase of membership fee from £24 to £36. And reduced from £12 to £18. This was discussed and concern was raised about making it even more difficult to retain members and recruit those who have left, let alone new members. It was also asked where the rule change originated – Diana confirmed this, as most rule changes, originated from party staff.  The question of whether this was necessary in order to sort out the party’s finances was raised, though it was the general feeling was that this is a short-term solution that would be detrimental in the long run. The issue of the new premises was discussed and Dianne stressed the need for a permanent head office that could be used as a campaign centre.  Proposal to support an increase to £30 was supported by all societies present.
b. New General Secretary – with Matt Carter’s resignation, expect a new gen sec to be advertised for and appointed soon after conference.

c. Partnership in Power review – covers improving ways to deal with day-to-day issues as well as how to feedback to submitting organisation and increasing political education. Dianne raised the issue of policy commission conveners being overwhelmingly from the trade unions and not from CLPs or SocSocs, which also gives them domination of the Joint Policy Commission.  General concern was raised over the need to have conveners from a mix of TUs, Soc Socs and CLPs and to perhaps raise the idea  with the TUs (in a friendly way) of having one of the policy commissions convened by a SocSoc representative.

d. SEA concern over the Academy programme was noted and Dianne was asked to raise this at the NEC

e. LCLGR raised their contemporary resolution and asked for Dianne’s support should it be prioritised at conference. Dianne asked to make sure the LCLGR delegate gets in touch. Treasurer’s Report
No report was given.
5. Preparation for 2005 Annual Conference
a. Stall – uncetain whether we have been allocated a 3x3m or a 2x2m stall. SEA confirmed their delegate is Malcolm Home. Thanks noted for Fabians for organising the stall.

6. Breakfast meeting
Breakfast organised at SHA hotel for SocSocs to meet – ACTION Simon or Jacky to distribute details
7. 2006 Spring Conference
On the 11th-13th February. Theme will be the Labour Party centenary. Need to arrange a stall soon after Annual Conference.
8. Format of meetings and teleconferencing.
Venue issues were discussed. Suggested that if we pursue teleconferencing, information is sent in paper/email prior to the meeting.

9. Officers' Reports
No reports given

10. Any other Business
Dianne was asked how Socialist Societies can be formed.
11. Dates for future meetings – 3rd Nov, 23rd Jan, 20th March, 22nd May, 17th July, 18th Sept. Venue to be confirmed.

