
MINUTES: LABOUR PARTY SOCIALIST SOCIETIES EXECUTIVE

Monday 18 July 2005, Old Queen Street.

PRESENT: Jacky Peacock (LHG, Chair), Dianne Hayter (NEC), Nigel Spearing (SEA), Judith Bara (JLM), Malcolm Horne (SEA), Pete Moorey (CSM), Hywel Lloyd (SERA), Nicholas Russell (Co-op, LDMG), Bill Thomas, Marianne Hood (LHG) – check with Jacqui that I haven’t missed late entrants!
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES

Apologies: Simon Wright (LCLGR, Secretary), Jim Moher (LPIS), Emma Burnell (Fabian), Janet Seymour Kirk, LPDMG, Martin Rathfelder, Gareth Davies, Andrew Bradstock, Guy Lodge, Helen Gordon, Judith Blakeman, David Caplin, Maria Exall, Sally Mulready, Jamie Hodge.

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

Agreed.

3.EVENTS OF 7TH JULY

Dianne and Jacky reported that following the terrible events of the 7th July the Party had responded bring faith groups together (building on earlier work of the Party and Soc Socs) and working through them to their wider memberships. Tony Blair’s approach was generally recognised as superb. As things stand there is thankfully no discernible backlash and no noticeable negative feeling coming through our memberships, for example from Labour Clubs.  The response of Public Services and the public were also recognises as being of the highest order.  We noted the words of the PM that this terrorism was different, with both different ends and means, it was time we stopped accommodating this and recognised the differences that existed within the wider Muslim community. Further consideration would be given to how the three faith based Soc Socs could further inter faith links at this troubled time.

The Party’s’ success in seeing off the BNP was also noted and recognised as important.

4.MATTERS ARISING

Nicholas Russell followed up on the rule changes for local parties and suggested they should also apply to Regional Boards. The status of BME officers was thought to be a part of the rulebook.  Those wishing to attend conference and take up a free Soc Soc visitor pass needed to confirm promptly and a reminder email would be sent to chase up. The meeting noted that increased security would no doubt affect travel time to events and might affect some fringe events. 

5. NEC REPORT

There would be a number of rule changes including changes in our approach to selection.  Whereas we have traditionally selected from the safest to the least safe we would for the next election seek to select in those seats where we needed to win or were defending a small majority (under 1,000).  The intention would be to get these candidates endorsed and thus locally established as early as possible.  It was recognised this approach could be seen as less career developing.  Selections would start in the later part of 2005.

There was a feeling that the Lib Dems were something of a ‘busted flush’ given their relatively poor showing and that this might mean they could change their leader before too long, they are certainly vulnerable.

Other items included the Race and Equalities committee and a guide for local parties regarding Disabled members – there would be further dialogues with the L&G group and BME group.

Nigel noted that David Davis was in his experience a formidable character and should not be underestimated.

6. ELECTION OF TREASURER

Pete Moorey  was elected Treasurer.

7. POST ELECTION PROGRAMME OF SOC SOCS

Geoff Hoon was happy to meet, possibly at the breakfast meeting at conference (29 Sept 8.30am). Passes and security at conference was bound to be extremely serious and time consuming.  The party had made Kevin Lee (previously NW organiser) available to support the 2006 centenary activities.  The meeting noted that the founding plaque had been found after conversations with the City Corporation.  The meeting noted and supported the SERA centenary wood proposal and spurred other societies to consider what they might propose.  

8. UPDATE ON NPF AND PARTNERSHIP IN POWER

Jacky reported on the NPF meeting of the 16th July at which proposals for the future development of PiP had been presented.  She would forward the documentation to all Soc Soc reps by email.  In the proposals there would be:

· More scope for a focus on topical events; 

· A Commission style approach as before though these were likely to be fewer in number and have a greater number of participants in each; 

· the Big conversation style would be continued and for a part of the Commissions’ approach, further though was required to continue the PiP approach into Spring and other events of the Party;

· Documentation would be more accessible for all parts and members of the Party, i.e. broad ranging rather than complex;

· It was acknowledged that this broader approach implied a second more detailed stage (as yet to be developed);

· Contemporary resolutions – would be sent separately but need to be incorporated;

· Further consideration of what happens to the final documents and whether they can be amended at Conference, a concern that such amending could undermine the whole process – potentially reps would have a role in amending;

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.

10. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS

19 September, 6.30pm, Old Queen Street (access from Birdcage Walk).


