MINUTES: LABOUR PARTY SOCIALIST SOCIETIES EXECUTIVE


Monday 23 May 2005, Old Queen Street.





PRESENT: Jacky Peacock (LHG, Chair), Dianne Hayter (NEC), Simon Wright (LCLGR, Secretary), Nigel Spearing (SEA), Judith Bara (JLM), Jim Moher (LPIS), Malcolm Horne (SEA), Pete Moorey (CSM), Hywel Lloyd (SERA), Emma Burnell (Fabian), Nicholas Russell (Co-op, LDMG).





1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES


Apologies: Janet Seymour Kirk, LPDMG, Martin Rathfelder, Gareth Davies, Andrew Bradstock, Guy Lodge, Helen Gordon, Judith Blakeman, Bill Thomas, David Caplin, Maria Exall, Sally Mulready, Jamie Hodge.


2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING


Agreed.


3. MATTERS ARISING


Malcolm Horne raised about the taskforces meeting. Hywel Lloyd requested copy of Helen Gordon's report on NPF and PiP. Nigel Spearing asked about SocSocs links with NPF sub-commissions for which we are well-linked - discussion about how links can be formalised beyond written submissions. 


4. NEC REPORT


Dianne noted the election result - a 3rd term is a fantastic achievement. Bethnal Green & Bow raises many concerns - Muslims for Labour likely to become Muslim Friends of Labour (i.e. not affiliated). Party needs to look at our relationship with Muslim communities. Agreed that asking ethnicity questions of members would give us better info such as number of Muslim councillors (and other diversity issues such as sexuality). NEC will hear about election (incl. county council) and the next NPF (16 July, London). Will also look at selection of parliamentary candidates (needs to be much earlier this time). Discussion of Queen's Speech and the Equality Bill which is not bringing forward the manifesto commitment to align equalities legislation. Also quality of the national campaign which was generally felt to have been disappointing, late and confused. Brent East appears to have been neglected by national party, Labour's campaign was much weaker than the LibDems. Concern about not targeting the LDs, morale of members, unpopularity of Tony Blair. Jacky Peacock will circulate notes of teleconference after Queen's Speech. Nicholas Russell asked about remitted rule changes from last year.


5. ELECTION OF TREASURER


CSM to discuss whether their treasurer can also take on this responsibility (ACTION: Pete Moorey). Guy Lodge reported that we owe Fabians £293.75. Jacky Peacock has chequebook and will try to sort out bills before 18 July meeting. Meeting agreed to empower Jacky to change signatories.


6. POST ELECTION PROGRAMME OF SOCSOCS


29 Sept 8.30am breakfast meeting of SocSocs at conference. Fabians again willing to organise stall; Jamie Hodge will organise, using the same backdrop (Action: Fabians). Fabians would like to know about conference passes. Exhibition Unit at party will know - SW to chase and ask for interest (ACTION: Simon Wright). Next meeting to have item for SocSocs to share their programmes (ACTION: next agenda).


7. FORMAT OF MEETINGS


Martin Rathfelder suggests teleconferencing facility (ACTION: SW to investigate). DH pointed out that maybe fairer to have us all on teleconference. 


8. LABOUR 2006 CENTENARY


Dianne Hayter hoping that organisations will do something about centenary. CSM and Fabian asked for extra packs. Agenda for next meeting. The Sunday of 2006 Spring conference will be centenary of the PLP.


9. OFFICERS REPORTS


Email is OK for agendas and minutes with exception of Nigel Spearing. 


SW to pass on his personal address as contact (ask Guy Lodge who needs it).


10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS


None.


11. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS


18 July and 19 September, 6.30pm, Old Queen Street (access from Birdcage Walk).


















































