Socialist Societies Executive

Monday 17 July 2006


Present: Pete Moorey (CSM) - chairing, Nicholas Russell (Disabled Members Group), Huw Davies (SHA), Dianne Hayter (NEC), Seema Malhotra (Fabians), Nigel Spearing (SEA), Carlie Newman (SLL), Judith Bara, Sunder Katwala (Fabians), Simon Wright (LCLGR), Sally Mulready (Irish Society), Hywel Lloyd (SERA).

1. Introductions and apologies from: 

David Caplin, Andrew Bradstock, Jim Moher, Martin Rathfelder, Marianne Hood, Jacky Peacock, Malcolm Horne.


2. Mins of last meeting. 

Agreed.


3. Matters arising.

Jacky Peacock, Bill Thomas and Simon Wright nominated unopposed to the NPF, coming into effect after conference. Agreed that the NPF would be an agenda item at the next meeting.


4. Resolution

Proposed by Lawrie Nerva on behalf of Jewish Labour Movement on the issue of GC sovereignty. Amendment proposed by LCLGR that party rules should return to 12 months membership before voting in selections; as there was a general feeling that this was a different matter it was withdrawn by the proposer. Discussion about declining membership. Agreed - to be circulated to all Socialist Societies. Suggested that NEC Party Renewal Task Force consultation was another forum to raise this.


5. NEC Report


Dianne proposing a paper to improve internal governance. Also the party funding inquiry will be discussed and the proposed £50K limit on individual donations. Encouraging SocSocs to send in their submissions to Phillips. NEC will also discuss by-elections and the next process of the National Policy Forum.


6. Communication and participation


The new webspace available to download documents is www.geocities.com/simoniswright (NB this is not a public website and should not be publicised).


Discussion about finding free accessible meeting space. London CLPs a possibility, NUT and SERA buildings suggested. Agreed to ask the officers to investigate.


7. 23 September Socialist Societies Policy Forum and Manchester Conference


23 Sept venue booked and Hazel Blears agreed to be speaker. Fabian Society holding a similar event that afternoon to re-publish Crosslan book - officers asked to see if this can somehow be combined/adjusted.


Stand needs Societies to send in their requirements.


Friends' Meeting House to be more than a fringe venue with drop-in area and space for Societies to promote themselves.


Breakfast meeting on the Wenesday morning still planned.


8. Friends Groups and Black Socialist Society


Dianne reported on the BSS meeting which is starting to work again.


9. Submission to Phillips Review


Submitted.


10. National Policy Forum


Simon gave a brief verbal report on the last NPF which he attended as an observer. Nuclear energy was a recurring issue.


11. Officers' Reports


Treasurer reported now close to getting access to the bank account. 5 societies still not paid up, to be chased.


12. Information Exchange


LCLGR taking part in the consultation on goods and services. DMG holding fringe at conference with David Blunkett speaker. Irish Society also working on conference fringe. SEA said that the Education Bill is very serious and could split education system; previous Secretary of State refused to meet the SEA delegation - agreed that we invite the new SoS to a future meeting and circulate a briefing to be produced by SEA. SHA looking on marketisation of health and working with allies. CSM doing new paper on refugees an asylum seekers.


13. Any Other Business


14. Dates of future meetings.


Monday 18 September 2006 next meeting.
2 November 2006
29 January 2007
19 March 2007
21 May 2007
16 July 2007
17 September 2007 (request that this move - to be discussed nearer the time).

