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Science is one of the success stories of the Labour Government, which has recognised how important the innovations from science and engineering are in creating economic wealth. More people work in the knowledge economy than any other and it is the fastest growing employment sector too. 

Although the UK science budget has been doubled, and R&D tax credits introduced, Scientists for Labour agrees with the NPF that key challenges remain - we need to:- 

· match our R&D spend with the EU’s to sustain the research and technology base, and thus ensure our competitive edge; 

· enthuse young people about science & address the gender imbalance;

· develop strengths in biotechnology, green technology & aerospace.
We feel that ambitious goals in climatology and medicine need integrated solutions from experts in science, engineering, technology and the humanities. We need more initiatives like the Energy Technologies Institute.  Better scientific education of the public, too, is a pre-requisite to achieving these goals and addressing other major challenges, such as an ageing population, security, etc.

The landscape of research is changing rapidly: the Department for Innovation Universities and Skills has been created. It should examine the successes, lessons and challenges created by the pan-European approach to Research, and examine the fragmented character of research support across government departments.
Science and education

A few years ago the drift away from studying physics and chemistry in schools and universities became clear. We are now pleased to see many initiatives in our schools which are trying to bring spontaneity and challenges back into the science curriculum. However better mathematics and science education at secondary (and indeed primary) levels is still needed. We suggest that the Science Learning Centre (SLC) programme of teacher CPD should be extended to include Mathematics. More funding is needed for science equipment and materials, and for the recruitment and training of technicians, so that science teachers have the tools with which to inspire our children.
International Aid and Development

We welcome the Government's commitment to quadruple aid between 1997 and 2010, and urge that science and technology should be fully exploited in the fight against poverty. We would press that UK expertise in areas such as agricultural biotechnology, medical research and climate change be more directly involved in building up the technical infrastructure in developing countries. DIUS should play a more prominent part here.

Science and Technology in Agriculture

We are concerned that UK agriculture is not yet exploiting the great advances made in agricultural biotechnology. The UK has significant expertise in this area and is losing out to other countries (e.g. China, India and US) in the opportunities to create more innovative and rational approaches to sustainable agriculture. Our policy paper advocating the sensitive use of gene technology is apposite (see http://easyweb.easynet.co.uk/~sfl/scienceagric/Index.html).

