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Our priorities for the future of education and for ensuring fair opportunities for all children:

· We should allocate resources to different communities on the basis of need, thereby genuinely ensuring that every child matters and that every child has access to an education that provides fair opportunities throughout life.

· Like the government we also believe that ‘Every Child Matters’. We believe that policy should be developed on the basis of empirical research as well as a commitment to equal opportunities.

· We believe that the government should test, in depth, the value-added qualities of academies, incorporating a study of student progress, value for money and democratic accountability before any further expansion is sanctioned.

· The government should examine the relationship between working class access to the elite universities and the pressure for increased tuition fees from the same institutions. The expansion of the grants and bursaries system must be continued so that no young person is prevented from applying to university on financial grounds. We welcome the EMA and believe it should be an entitlement for all young people.

· The government must examine the impact of constant testing of KS2 and KS3 students on the quality and outcome of education in primary schools.

· The government should develop a more coherent policy in countering the post 16 vocational/academic divide, so that the new diplomas in ‘academic’ subject areas are not regarded as the solution to problems relating to parity of esteem. As a start, A levels should be incorporated into the diploma framework so that by 2013 the system has both credibility and coherence.

· We call for a review of 11+ balloting procedures and urge the government to insist upon and oversee the arrangements for a ballot in all remaining areas of the country where there is still selection. We should make plans to end selection as soon as possible.

















