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How should the next manifesto ensure fair opportunities for all children?

Evidence from LGBT Labour

LGBT Labour is a member-led campaigning organisation representing the concerns of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people within the labour movement since the early 1970s. Our campaigning within the Labour Party led to party policy on full equality and ensured much of this has been delivered since Labour was elected in 1997.

We recognise that social exclusion can have a variety of causes in addition to economic exclusion. Many lesbian and gay young people, as well as children of parents who are lesbian or gay, face discrimination in education and elsewhere. This can help to lead to poor health outcomes disproportionately experienced by LGBT people, including mental health, alcohol and drug use, suicide and self-harm. It reduces their opportunities to contribute to society and in many cases drives LGBT people out of certain fields of employment.

Anti-bullying

Homophobic and transphobic bullying and harassment continue to make schools dangerous for many children, irrespective of whether they later identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered. It is frequently ignored or tolerated by schools and LEAs. LGBT Labour believes that it is essential that schools have clear policies against homophobic bullying and discrimination, whether by staff or students.

Sex and relationships education

SRE can make an important contribution to reducing unintended teenage pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections, but this is not its sole aim. SRE must help to prepare children and young people for adult life in which they can be aware of and enjoy their sexuality and develop values that will guide their decisions, judgements and behaviour. SRE must ensure that young people know that homosexuality is legal, that the school upholds positive beliefs about diversity, and that discrimination and prejudice are not acceptable.

Yet parents still have the right to withdraw their children from SRE provided within PSHE. It is relatively rare for this to happen, but there is an important principle about the nature of education at stake here. It is also the case that while parents are able to withdraw their children, this can act as a brake on what is taught in PSHE, because teachers may feel under pressure to modify what is covered in order to reduce the likelihood of withdrawal. Making SRE part of the national curriculum needs to be accompanied by greater commitment to the training and support of teachers, health professionals and other sex educators.

Without correct information, young people can put themselves at greater risk. For example, young people may have heard that condoms are not effective against HIV/AIDS or that there is a cure for AIDS. HIV transmission is linked with low self-esteem, and impacts highest on poorer, ethnic minority gay men. 

LGBT Labour believes that young people have a right to quality sex and relationships education as an issue of human rights, and urges the Government to make SRE part of the national curriculum.

