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SOCIALIST SOCIETIES PARLIAMENTARY HEARING FOR THE NEXT LABOUR MANIFESTO - INITIAL ONE-PAGE SUBMISSION

The Christian Socialist Movement values this further opportunity to contribute to the Party’s policy-making process. We have already submitted written responses to the six Partnership in Power Second Year Consultation documents and look forward to joining with colleagues to focus specifically on how the next Labour manifesto can ensures ‘fair opportunities for all children’.

These, in very broad outline and in no particular order, are the kind of areas we would like to raise at the hearing: we will consolidate and group them on the day.

We would like to see the Labour Party…

• continuing to develop Sure Start and seeing that it is targeted at the areas of most need;

• challenging the culture which presents children with unrealistic ambitions based on ‘celebrity’ jobs and lifestyles, by affording both status and a fair wage to unglamorous yet socially-useful jobs that young people will undertake with a sense of pride;

• raising the status of child-minding and reducing the perceived or actual damage to the careers and pensions of mothers who take a ‘career break’ for child-bearing; more flexible working policies would enable women either to combine a caring role with a contribution to the economy or to focus for a period on a caring role.

• committing to policies which prioritise vulnerable children - particularly children in care - and enable their potential to be developed;

• introducing measures to reduce the ever-widening gap between rich and poor - which is causally linked to levels of educational attainment, social mobility and other factors. The biggest barriers to developing potential and upward mobility are poverty and inequality;

• considering measures like encouraging more male teachers into the primary sector to help address the absence of good male role models in the lives of many children;

• limiting the use of ASBOs on young offenders;

• pursuing targeted action to deal with young offenders without consigning them to prison;

• supporting initiatives aimed at breaking the cycle of drugs, prostitution and prison among young women;

• promoting investment in youth services and mentoring programmes as measures to prevent youth crime and the likelihood of future offending;

• ensuring that all schoolchildren are educated about all the main faiths in the UK; ending selection on the basis of parents’ faith;

• promoting sex education to affirm attitudes of respect toward others and the importance of sexual relations within the context of a relationship rather than for gratification; 

• promoting measures to encourage children and young people to contribute to society and become more involved in planning at their school;

• promoting success within the context of co-operation/teamwork rather than competition;

• reconsidering the concept of ‘wrap around’ provision in the context of safe play areas, etc;
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