Minutes of Socialist Societies Executive 2.11.06

1. Apologies : Simon Wright, Hywel Lloyd, Nicholas Russell, Bill Thomas, Martin 

                                                                                              Rathfelder and Marianne Hood.

2. Minutes of Last Meeting : agreed.

3. Matters Arising :  Malcolm reported that it was unlikely we would be able to use Hamilton House as a free venue as the NUT like all the teachers’ unions was not affiliated.

4. NEC Report : Diane reported (a) on the Centenary that the plaque from the Farringdon site, now demolished, had been retrieved and would hopefully be placed on the new building when it was built; also that both Labour MPs and Lords had had a commemorative photo; SERA reported on their 100 years commemorative tree scheme and distributed cards for donations.

(b) Consultation on the Hayden Phillips interim report on Party Funding concludes in November and there were concerns about the Tories still seeking a cap on donations.

(c) The Labour Party was in debt to £24 million but not broke because of assets but was having to seriously retrench so that there would be no Spring Conference next year, no Policy Forum in November and would be a second crop of redundancies of staff; a series of meetings around the country was planned before the local, Welsh and Scottish elections at which candidates for the Deputy Leadership election would be given a platform; Socialist Societies were reminded that they would be able to forward supporting but not validating nominations.

(d) Reselection of Parliamentary candidates was commencing and so far 12 MPs had declared that they were not standing again.

(e) It was hoped that the dispute over the Black Socialist Society had been resolved and they would take their 3 seats on the NPF.

(f) Diane was congratulated on becoming Vice Chair of the Party.

5. 2006 Manchester Conference review : (a) Congratulations and thanks were given to Simon for the successful if not too well attended SS Policy Forum on the eve of Conference and the attendance of Hazel Blears and Ian McCartney; Diana had received reports form two of the groups and was awaiting the third before distributing; Martin suggested that we should look at regional SS Policy Forums but it was felt difficult to find free Saturdays for them.

(b) Similarly congratulations and thanks (and a proposal for a bottle of wine) were agreed to Martin Rathfelder for the tremendous organisation of the Friends’ Meeting House for SS meetings at Conference; he reported that we would cover our costs so long as everyone pays their bills !

(c) Malcolm reported that the SEA had been deliberately excluded from debate in the NPF Education section of Conference and there had been very little debate in Conference itself because Education was lumped with Health which had to deal with a motion; the secretary was asked to write to CAC complaining. 

6. National Policy Forum : the next meeting in November is cancelled for financial reasons and nothing else has been arranged as yet.

7. Officers’ Reports : none

8. Any Other Business : (a) Nigel raised the lack of accountability within the party these days; (b) it was decided to meet in the same venue next time on January 29th.

Malcolm Horne

