Socialist Societies Executive Meeting
13 November 2008

Present

Jackie Peacock (chair)

Dianne Hayter

Nicholas Russell

(Christian Socialists)

1. Apologies for Absence

[Jackie has]

2. Minutes of last meeting
Minutes of last meeting were agreed as accurate and no matters were arising.

3. NEC Report

Dianne Hayter thanked everyone who was at Labour Party Conference and commented that the conference was impressive for members’ loyalty.  She informed the meeting that since then, Labour had won the Glenrothes by-election and that views and comments of voters on the doorstep seemed to be moving back to us.

Dianne also reported that the NEC was about to embark on a strategic planning awayday.   The budget discussions were likely to be difficult as the party needs to raise £2m a year from commercial sources.  She warned the meeting that delegates’ fees for conference will increase next year, although socialist society affiliation fees are unlikely to do so.  The meeting is also due to put through the changes from Dianne’s Governance paper

On the electoral challenge for next year (county and European elections) the party was planning to run a single message throughout both of “Labour delivers”.  The campaign is also likely to be more thematic than constituency based, learning from the experience of Obama.  Constituencies will be asked to pay £1k each for the campaign and each one will be expected to contribute.

There was some discussion in the meeting about whether we could try to support the weaker parties that would find it difficult to raise the money alone.  

The meeting also agreed that we should try to organise some events in support of the forthcoming elections

4. National Policy Forum

The NPF has not met since the last meeting, so no progress to report on

5. Party Conference review

Societies agreed that this year’s conference had gone very well.

NR raised a question about how the socialist society delegates were dealt with at conference.  There was confusion about the late submission of his paper work and he was keen that the socialist societies are sat together in future.  Others at the meeting understood that this was the case but agreed to seek clarification.

MS said that SERA will be making better and more advanced plans for transporting materials to conference in the future and would be happy to coordinate with other societies.  She also asked how the agreement had been reached on the allocation of space between the societies.

JP reported that she had had meetings with ministers regarding the socialist societies’ resolution on legal aid.  Socialist societies have also been meeting with Unite and the new minister who has agreed that the Ministry of Justice will do a review independent of the legal services commission to investigate what’s really happening on the ground.  She commended the work as a good example of the societies working together.

6. Treasurer

Emma had sent her apologies as she was on honeymoon.  The meeting agreed that JP would contact her for an update when she returns.

7. AOB
The CSM informed the meeting that they have a Director called Andy Flannigan, who will starting work in January 2009 and might attend future meetings of the executive.

SERA told the meeting about their ‘Tory Watch’ work, that is monitoring the environmental decisions made by Tory Councils and suggested that other Socialist Societies might want to join in for their respective policy areas.
