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Submission to Ed Miliband MP for manifesto process, October 2007
LGBT Labour is a member led campaigning organisation representing the concerns of LGBT people within the Labour movement since the early 1970s. Our campaigning within the Labour Party led to party policy on full equality and ensured much of this has been delivered since Labour returned to government in 1997. The following are brief summaries of important areas where equality and human rights of LGBT people need to be prioritised for the next manifesto.

Britain in the World
· Many extreme human rights abuses against LGBT people are state-sanctioned. Britain and Labour must continue the work started by Ian McCartney MP at the Foreign Office to fight human rights abuses.

· Restrictions on travel for people with HIV 
Crime, Justice, Citizenship and Equalities

· There is need for both incitement to homophobic hatred legislation (recently committed to by the government) and a duty to promote equality for public and private bodies. These should extend to cover gender identity status and disability. Whilst we hope that the Single Equality Act will already be law by the time of the next election and have achieved both of these measures, if this has not happened it needs a manifesto commitment.

· Protection for transgender people from harassment, discrimination remains far behind other protections and deserves government attention to correct injustices. The government currently proposed to use EU Regulations but these provisions would leave a hierarchy of discrimination.

Education and Skills
· Homophobic and transphobic
 bullying and harassment continue to make schools dangerous for many children, irrespective of whether they later identify as LGBT. It is frequently ignored or tolerated by schools and LEAs. It is time this was the subject of a concerted campaign to change the culture of schools, as has been attempted with anti-racism.
· PSHE Education is schools is often inadequate yet Britain has poor sexual health statistics. It needs to be compulsory within the National Curriculum and teach about diverse sexuality.

Health

· With little attention, the rates of HIV transmission among gay men have risen exponentially. Whilst health concerns seem to focus on heterosexual transmission which (outside of African communities) is very rare, this epidemic is being allowed to take hold. Experts link HIV transmission with low self-esteem and point out it impacts highest on poorer, ethnic minority gay men.
· There remain many poor health outcomes disproportionately experienced by LGBT people, including mental health, alcohol and drug use, suicide and self-harm.

· Transgender people face a range of discriminations in the health service in getting access to support and services, including patient choice and poor access to Gender Identity Clinics. This needs a commitment to address this health inequality.

� Fear of those not following traditional gender roles.





