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Jewish Labour Movement Comments on Labour Policy for Meeting of Socialist Society Representatives with Ed Miliband MP.
The Jewish Labour Movement (JLM) has specific interests in two NPF documents. We feel that many of the policies encompassed could be spelled out in specific policy terms rather than as rather general statements of intent. We also consider that it is difficult to consider complex issues, e.g. confronting and eradicating terrorism, within the ambit of one policy area and without recourse to multi-level governance, and that this should be stated much more clearly.

Britain in the World:

· We support the general focus of the document in terms of confronting major global issues, including threats of terrorism, although we are concerned that a proper balance is struck between confronting terrorists and upholding civil and political rights.  
· With regard to Israel-Palestine specifically, we endorse the statement made by Battersea CLP, but would go further in urging that Britain continues to play a role in promoting dialogue, within and beyond the parameters of the Quartet.
· We would like to see a sensible and transparent policy developed towards Iran which actively seeks to avoid armed intervention.

Crime, justice, citizenship and equalities

· The JLM has a long and proud tradition of fighting inequality and discrimination, especially in the areas of race, ethnicity and religion, and has worked to build ‘bridging capital’ across communities.  We would like to see this built into policies concerning civil society. We support the principle of voluntarism but do not see it as a means of cutting provision of essential government services.
· We welcome the extension of anti-discrimination legislation enacted by Labour governments but remain cautious on the long-term success of a Single Equalities Commission in tackling all areas concerned. We recommend careful monitoring, especially where contradictions might arise.
· We support demystification of issues concerning migration but urge government to ensure humane measures are enforced in dealing with all migrants and refugees, legal or otherwise.

Other matters

· We would like assurance that the recommendations of the All Party Parliamentary Committee on Anti-Semitism introduced by government are continued far into the future, including Holocaust education. We welcome support in combating harassment in schools.
· We  are concerned that policies concerning care provision, especially for more vulnerable sections of the community are given priority and resources. In particular we welcome plans to produce a Green Paper on reform of the care system with a focus on older people.
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