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INITIAL RESPONSE TO ‘PARTNERSHIP IN POWER’ CONSULTATION

The Christian Socialist Movement (CSM) values this opportunity to contribute to the Party’s policy-making process and, as with the last series of rolling Partnership in Power consultations, will respond in all six areas.  Christian socialists believe that we have something distinctive to contribute to every area of the Party’s work, and will ensure that our submissions, while clearly informed by our values and vision, will be constructive and engaged.

CSM has recently renewed its values and objects following a lengthy period of consultation with members and branches and we have welcomed the fact that our new Leader and Prime Minister is comfortable in talking about values, as demonstrated in his leadership campaign and at Conference. We believe that a strong set of values provide the framework for all that the Party does, and that these values should embrace the equal worth and dignity of all people, the importance of community, a commitment to social justice and respect for the planet. These core values will inform our response to the Partnership in Power documents.

The new ‘objects’ of our movement will give an indication of the general shape of our responses:

· a greater understanding between people of different faiths;

· the unity of all Christian people;

· peace and reconciliation between nations and peoples and cultures together with worldwide nuclear and general disarmament;

· social justice, equality of opportunity and redistribution economically to close the gap between rich and poor, and between rich and poor nations;

· a classless society based on equal worth and without discrimination;

· the sustainable use of the Earth’s resources for the benefit of all people, both current and future generations;

· co-operation, including the creation of co-operative organisations.

In accordance with these values we will seek to propose radical and innovative measures where they are appropriate. With respect to the Millennium Development Goals, for example, we are deeply concerned that the global community seems likely to fall far short of achieving these within the timeframe set, and will argue for some radically fresh thinking – and action – to get the world back on track. We believe that campaigning can help our Government to build public support for going further if we are pursuing shared values. In the areas of education, crime, ‘prosperity and work’, ‘creating sustainable communities’ and building a more healthy society we will look at some of the underlying issues and ask questions like ‘what kind of society do we have and what kind of society do we want?’

One of the challenges we recognised when drawing up our new values was that values must drive action. This consultation process gives us the first major opportunity to meet this challenge. We hope to make a valuable contribution to the manifesto that will win an historic fourth term of government for the Labour Party and achieve the long-term social change for which the Party yearns.
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