hello hello, friends and family.

first, a thank you.  thanks again to everyone that sent us stuff, we really appreciate it and its fun to get packages, letters, and postcards.  also, a heads-up.  if you are planning on sending us something, wait a few weeks until we get to site.  if you send us something now they will hold it for us but we wont get it at site and we will have to wait several months until we visit almaty to get it.

next, a favor. if you are going to send us stuff, would somebody mind printing out any or all of the pictures from our website and sending them to us? we’d love to give them to our fam here. dont worry about contacting everyone if youre going to send them, we wont mind getting duplicates.

we got our site placement! we are going to live in bayan-aul.  its in the north, about 120 k south of ekibatsuz, and about 240k sse of pavlodar.  there is actually a (very) small paragraph about it on kazakhstan’s official tourist website (yes, they have one) www.president.kz . (click on English, Geography/Tourism, Nature Reserves—we’re located near the bottom of the page after Barsa-Kelmes)  it is apparently a resort town and we can count on water and electricity but definitely NOT internet. so send those emails soon because after august 19th we will be able to answer them about once a month or less. 

we will know our address soon and will send it out.  dont send us anything before august 21st as we will not be there yet. 

some cultural knick-knacks.  

1. you cant throw away bread here. ever.  for any reason.  as the staple food here bread is sacred.  our family, for example, burns all the bread we dont eat.  one of our friends put some bread on the ground for the birds and our teacher about had a fit.

2. capitalism.  still in its infancy here.  a store would, for example, rather not sell you something at all than make change for a large note.  i know, i dont get it either.  it happens.  my friend got yelled at for trying to buy the last of something because then the store wouldnt have any more.  I guess stores consider themselves more of a service than a way to make money.  (we’re been told you can’t even buy a whole box of tampons, but only one at a time-yeah, we really don’t get it either)

3. third sheep. we found another sheep pelt so we know the head is someplace. will let you know when it pops up.  

4. eating.  we are always told to eat more.  for example, the other day my grandmother told me to eat more, i said (exaggerating only slightly) that i had eaten 40 pieces of meat.  she said that if i really had eaten that many that wouldnt be enough, and, if i finished all the food, they would make more.  it only really counts when you eat meat and (possibly) bread.  so, when im eating dinner i have to remember not to eat too many vegetables because they dont count in my “score” and they wont believe me when i say im full.  :)   

5. directness. people do not mince words here. in the u.s., for example, we are “shy” about our grades and do grade postings by SS#’s or (even worse) secret names. here grades are given in front of the class (in front of everyone).  or, for example, in amy’s language class the other day (again in front of everyone) amy’s teacher said.  “amy, you are ready for the test, erin you will be ready soon, and tony, you are not ready and need to do more work.”  if you are bad at something, they have no problem telling you.  its better, really, in many ways, because it saves us from (firstly) all kinds of hand-holding and (secondly) it saves time because people find out they are not good at things earlier and therefore dont waste other people’s time later.  

