first here’s your russian lesson of the day.  russian has a formal and an informal tense. so, for example, “hello” is either здравствойте (zdras-voy-tye) or  превет (prevyet).  you would never say prevyet to someone you didnt know.  “vi” is formal (or plural) “you” and “ti” is informal.  calling someone you didn’t know “ti” (or someone older) without permission is vaguely insulting.  people will actually tell you that “its okay to use ti with me now, i know you well enough.” 

there is no word for Mr/mrs/miss/ms. in russian.  to address someone formally you use their first name and patronymic. ie, konstantin ivanovich means konstantin son of ivan, and he would be addressed as such.  you would actually say, “zdrasboytye, konstantin ivanovich.”  “last” names  (surnames) are still present but arent used in social contexts.  they will only appear on official documents. you would never address someone by their last name (or “familia”) so Amy’s name in school will not be Mrs. Simms but Amy Gregoryova.  Cool Right?

teachers and materials?  in the u.s. teachers are poorly paid and undercompensated. but, compared to kazakh teachers they have it great.  can you guess what we get or don’t?

will we be supplied with…

1. pay? yes, we will be paid every month by the united states government. but, teachers here frequently go without pay for one or more months or take half salary when the schools run out of money.  

2. a room? probably not.  only senior teachers get their own classroom.  the rest migrate along with the students.  

3. chalkboard? usually.

4. chalk? fat chance.  have to buy it yourself.  chalk is a precious resource, because if the kids get to i they will steal it and eat it.  yup, eat it.  i guess they dont get enough calcium.  in fact, a guy we knew had colored chalk and his kids asked him if it was different flavors.  

5. paper? no way. have to buy it yourself. 

6. markers? no. again, with the buying yourself. (although thanks to Mike, Julie, and Emily we are set on markers for quite awhile)

7. TV/av/overhead/etc? ha. I’ll pretend you didn’t ask. 

8. books? possibly though they will not only be in British English, but also use poor British English.  I don’t think they ever saw an editor. 

9. a regular schedule? no. there is literally no such thing as a substitute teacher.  if someone is sick the other teachers pick up the slack. so, you may come in in the morning and find out you have new classes, extra classes, no classes, or any other combination of any of those. 

on the other hand, ironically, there is a chance that we will have computers. we already know amy’s school does.  I know we just told you no more email!  sorry!  see below for details.    

water. everybody always says people in the u.s. use so much water, blah, blah, blah.  i thought that was all rubbish.  but, its weird how quickly you get used to things.  this morning with 1 liter (1/3 gallon) if water i washed my hair and both amy and i brushed our teeth.  the average American uses 2 gallons of brushing their teeth (each time).  sorry for the PSA, but its true, and I am surprised.      

“what do we do for fun?” several people have asked. we actually don’t do much.  we get to read, we can go to Almaty to go out to eat or maybe see a movie (not in English).  other than that we’re pretty busy. we teach or have language all day so theres not a lot of free time.  In our new site the nearest big city is hours away, so no Almaty visits, but we hear the nature is nice until it hits –40.

to our teacher friends.  the u.s. government will pay postage for your students to be pen pals with ours. tell us if you’re interested.  

ok, so we told everybody that we wont have internet access again.  ever.  however, we learned yesterday that amy’s school (from the school director so theres a good chance its true) has a computer lab—reportedly with computers. so we will keep you updated. I think peace corps’s default position is “you wont have it” so that youre not disappointed when you don’t.

the trip! from Almaty to pavlodar, approximately 30 hours on the train with 100+ lbs of luggage apiece. then 3-5 hours from pavlodar to bayanuil in a bus or taxi with (hopefully still) 100+ lbs of luggage.  woo hoo. 

wish list:

here are things that people can send us (just because you asked, really. and we’re not asking for all of them, just if you want suggestions :)  thank you so much!).  we wont be moving to site until august 21st so don’t send anything before that unless you want your box to be received and consumed by some very confused (but appreciative) Russians. 

these are all things we can receive in mass quantities so don’t worry about asking around what people are sending.  its expensive to send us things so you may want to “split” a box with somebody.  UPS seems to be unnecessary (and really expensive)-- so far we have gotten four boxes by regular postal service and they have all arrived intact.  no one has had anything stolen out of a package yet (that I know of), all the same don’t send money of course or small valuable things that are easily stolen.  if you send liquids pack them well, kazpost (or the u. s. postal service for that matter) is NOT going to treat your package nicely.   

1. letters! its so much fun to get mail.  theyre fun to get so try it out.  please? 

2. postcards! —any kind, from anywhere, stamped or not, stupid or not. entirely pink featuring a 1979 sea-foam green dodge diplomat? awesome!  theyre fun to get and the students love them so theyre great for lessons.

3. any magazines. send us your old papers and magazines, we don’t need new ones, just pics and articles in English. again great for lessons. please no newsweek. peace corps already sends us that if you can believe it. 

4. granola bars or snacks that keep well. 

5. AA batteries. 

6. gum. its really expensive here. sugarless if you dont mind. 

7. red twizzlers (Amy’s favorite—hey, we all have needs, right?).  

8. powdered sauces. mexican ones if you can but anything works.

9. italian dressing.  powdered if you can.

10. face cloths (the premoistened kind like Olay, but generic is great)

11. anything you like on a daily basis.  We don’t need anything special, its just the familiar things we miss.

Thank you so much for reading our emails, writing us kind notes, and just thinking of us so far away.  We look forward to writing again soon, but if it is long, take care and stay in touch!!

From afar,

Jack and Amy

