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Sponsored by Bogatyr Access Komyr

Presented by Peace Corps
 Thank You
We would like to express our gratitude to the following people without whom this camp would not be possible.  Through the hard work and dedication of these people, 55 students from small villages were able to spend a week at a beautiful resort by the lake, an experience all involved will remember for the rest of their lives.

First and foremost, thank you to Dennis Price of Bogatyr Access Komyr.  For three years now Dennis Price has donated the time, energy, and facilities of his camp and staff for Far Away Places’ exclusive use for an entire week.  From the beds to the food to the fantastic beach site, Dennis Price provides the campers and staff with the ideal location and asks nothing in return.  Thank you Mr. Price for your consideration.  It makes a real difference in the lives of these students.

Second, we would like to thank Koraby Shakirovich, the Akim of the Bayanaul Region.  Through the donations made possible by Koraby Shakirovich through the Akimat, we were able to make the camp what it was.  Not only could we organize fun activities for the students, but we could also provide them with lasting souvenirs including t-shirts they created themselves and pictures of the friends they made along the way.

Third, we would like to thank Returned Peace Corps Volunteer Andy Holmes.  Through Andy’s dedication to the camp through the implementation of this fantastic format, the camp has become what it is today.  Thank you Andy for allowing us to continue your tradition and for finding the original funding and support from the community.

Fourth, we would like to thank the local directors and teachers of Bayanaul and Mayqaiyn, especially Kamilla Karabayevna, through whose support we were able to organize testing, paperwork, and transportation.  Thanks especially to Polina Petrovna who served as our camp director and was responsible for communication with Bogatyr Access Komyr and the camp staff.

Fifth, thank you to all the local teachers who helped with the camp.  From Bayanaul: Assel, Aigerim, and Dinara and from Mayqaiyn: Polina, Aigul, and Elena.  Without your support we would never have made it through a single day of camp.  Thank you also to Svetlana, our camp nurse and Assylkhan, our teaching assistant who both helped ensure the camp ran smoothly.
Sixth, thank you to the Peace Corps Volunteers who gave up your time, your vacation, and your sleep to make this a fantastic experience for the students.  Josiah Rengers, Amy Simms, Jack Simms, Andrew Van Lew, Shan Weatherbee, and Amanda Weber.  
Camp Far Away Places 2006

Volunteers’ Report
Obtaining Materials

Donated Supplies: These supplies were sent from the US
Marshmallows

Graham Crackers

Tie-Dye dye

Rubber Bands

Glue

Balloons

Water Balloons

Penny Racer Cars

Markers

Hot Chocolate

Name Bead Sets

Boondoggle

Friendship Bracelet String

Olympic Medals

Good Locations for Materials in Pavlodar:
· Bazaar behind Artur in Pavlodar: socks, paint, plastic containers/bowls, plastic to cover tables, clothespins, twine, ball.
· Tsum in Pavlodar: Second Floor for fabric.
· Magazine between Tsum and Express in Pavlodar: on the right is a good office supply store for scissors and white paper. 
· Magazine Shastya: Two blocks down from Tsum (one bus stop) towards the bus station is a large book store at the end of Magazine Shastya.  You can get colored paper there as well as print colored copies.  We also got some markers at the counter with office supplies there.  Still inside the book store, walk back towards Tsum and at the end you will hit a hardware store.  They gave us a good price on paintbrushes.
· Dyetski Mir: Across from Skeef, you can also print colored copies here and make prints from a digital camera.  We also got the balloons here.
· Gros: Food supermarket in Pavlodar.  We got all the candy here as well as chocolate and cleaning supplies.
· Sports Store in Pavlodar: Where we got the t-shirts.  364 Komzena.  Take bus number 104 to the end in the direction away from the train station.  Elmira, a friend of former PCV Jessica, can help.  Home: 57-08-52.  Mobile: 300-393-1680.
General Notes

Contact Information

While Dennis Price is the person we ultimately need approval from for the camp, our contact at Bogatyr Access Komyr is Vladimir V. Kolesnikov.  His work number is +7 (31835) 4-09-81, 2-17-79.  Email: Vladimir.kolesnikov@bogatyr.kz.

Point Scale

Teams were awarded points for good behavior (picking up trash, being the first whole team to meal time, etc.) and penalized for bad behavior (littering, not wearing name badge, etc.).  Lessons were a maximum of 15 points.  The review game winner got 25 points, 2nd 20, and so on down to 5th who got 5.  Competitive games were scored the same.  Each team also received 5 points each day during lessons if everyone was wearing their name badge.     

Countries

Each day featured one of five countries (China, Mexico, New Zealand, Ireland, and Greece).  The country team whose day it was gave a skit after breakfast before lessons.  The lessons featured that country as did the review game.  PCVs each were head of one country team, but taught one type of lesson (e.g. culture) for each country on each day.  So Jack on Team New Zealand taught Chinese culture on China Day.
Morning Exercises

We started each morning with exercises to wake everyone up.  Kids were routinely late to morning exercises, although it was never a major problem.  “Laps” and push-ups were not helpful.  Taking away points was better.

Duty 

Each day a team (NOT the team whose country day it is) had kitchen duty and reported to the cafeteria 15 minutes before meal time and stayed briefly after.  They brought the food to the tables and stayed to clean the tables afterwards.
Skit

The team whose day it was performed a 5-10 minute skit after breakfast and before lessons.

Lessons

There were 5 lessons of 25 minutes each with a 5 minute break.  The break seemed unnecessary- a shorter break or none at all seemed to be fine.  The subjects were culture, biography, geography, history, and language.  Each teacher therefore had responsibility for one country and one subject (so, for example, on New Zealand day the New Zealand teacher will be responsible for his subject as well as the skit and the review game).  25 minutes seemed to be a good length.  An improved system for dismissing classes (a LOUD whistle or bell, for example) would make timing easier to coordinate.  

To expedite preparation it would be desirable to choose teachers and countries well before the camp.  This year and in previous years this was not organizationally possible and some lessons suffered from a lack of available material.  Next year we will try to obtain material and choose countries months before camp.  We had thought to be helpful the camp organizers would do all the research, but this was difficult for the teachers who had to sift through the information the night before teaching.  It is better if every teacher does their own research so they will know what information they have to teach from.  That being said, the teachers were great at pulling together last minute fantastic lessons using available materials (e.g. none at all).
Biography and geography turned out to be difficult subjects.  A suggestion for next year would be to add animals as a subject in place of one of the others or even to switch off- teach animals for one country and geography for another as desired. Since we have an art major on staff for next year we plan to teach art history as one of the subjects.  For example, on Mexico day she would teach about the significance and history of piñatas.

Free Time
Students may only swim if accompanied by their local teacher.  At one point they wanted to set up karaoke for free time too.  This was not a problem; they only had to be reminded when it was time to clean up.
Activities

The craft activities were a really fun part of camp, especially when the craft corresponded to the country day.  We tried numerous systems of distributing things to students.  The only way that works is one at a time to everyone.  Otherwise everything will disappear.  

It seemed to work well to have one activity of indefinite duration (boondoggle) and one activity of definite duration (piñatas) paired together so that the “switch” of activities was only contingent on one team.
Showers

Showers only seemed to be available at night because that is the only time there was hot water.  Counselors and teachers took showers first, but you have to establish this early on with the students.  Tracking down the key was difficult as it always got returned to the Hyzeka.  Next year try to work out a better system where she gives the key to the camp director at a particular time each day. 

General Notes

· Boom-Box: If possible, a battery operated boom-box would be great for morning exercises and activities.

· Balls: Bring soccer and basketballs for fun during free time.

· Office Supplies: More markers would be better.  One pack per team if possible.  Also, the tape and scissors kept going missing even though we had lots.  Perhaps assign one tape and one scissors to each local teacher if it is in the budget.

· Index Cards: We gave the local teachers index cards with their class schedule each day and they kept the days points on the card.  This worked really well.
· Snacks: Bring snacks for volunteers like chips and pop.  They work hard!

· Keep pencils and pencil sharpeners on hand daily.

· Dismissals: Establish from day one students are never dismissed until Supreme Leader says so, especially from meals.  Always have a person guarding the Club door, it is too easy to wander out of.

· Newspaper: We asked students to bring newspaper for piñatas, and it worked.  Keep this in mind for other small things they could bring to help out.

· Have meetings with local teachers so they know not to tell students they can do something (like stay back from the central beach) without asking a volunteer first.

Notes from Student Surveys

· Longer Disco

· Least Favorite thing was Duty

· Lessons were too short

· Review Game was put down as both best and worst activities

· United States should be one of the countries

· Disco should be every day

· Most students wrote, “nothing” under least favorite
· More time for conversation with volunteers
Councelors
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Shan



Amy

Local Teachers
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Aigul, Aigerim, and Assel



Dinara and Lena
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                 Polina, the Camp Director and Svetlana, our nurse        Assylkhan, teaching assistant

DAY ONE: Getting to know you
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        Meet your superhero counselors
         
                    What a beautiful day to walk to camp!
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Students present what they already know about their countries.
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   The monsters prepare for the Big Game

The most beautiful view in Kazakhstan
DAY ONE: Getting to know you

11:00 am Meet at Bayanaul School 2

All students met in the activity hall in School Number 2 in Bayanaul.  We started by introducing the volunteers and telling fun facts the students would need later in the Big Game.  Then we taught the camp cheer. “When I say far you say away, far, away, far, away.  When I say places you say yeah, places, yeah, places, yeah.  Far away places yeah!”  Then the volunteers sang the United States National Anthem followed by the students singing the National Anthem of Kazakhstan.   Some volunteers taught the Hokey Pokey while others held a brief meeting with local teachers.  

12:00 pm Sort into Teams
Then the students sorted themselves by name.  The students were then given cards with their name on it and “hello” in different languages.  Each team had to find each other by saying “hello” in their team language.  Once sorted the team leaders (the Peace Corps Volunteers) met with their teams to learn their names and pass out name badges and arm bands.  The Local Teachers were also sorted into teams at this time.

This was followed by the “find someone who” game.  The students were each given a pen and sheet of paper with phrases like “has been to Ireland,” “plays the dombra,” etc.  They had to ask other students and teachers if they fit one of the phrases.

We then led the students outside and Polina Petrovna went over some general rules in Russian so that there would be no confusion.

2:00 pm Off to Zhasiby!
Buses took the students to Camp Karlygash around 2:00.  Students had fun walking down the hill on the way to camp.  Once at camp, students immediately went to lunch and then explored the grounds while the teachers assigned students to rooms by taping their names to the doors.  After lunch the students moved into their rooms.  

4:00 pm Getting to know you and your country
Once everyone was settled the teams separated and went off with their team leader.  The team leaders had the students make a poster board of what they already knew about their country.  They also made a team flag and made up their team cheer.  Amy, the Peace Corps Volunteer Director, came around with passports and stapled each student’s picture to his or her passport.  Next we had free time until dinner at 8:00.  After dinner each team presented their flag and the facts they knew about their country.  We also explained this time about the mailbox that was kept in the dorm.  All week the students could write notes in English to each other and they would be passed out by the team on duty at lunch and dinner.  The mailbox was a huge hit and everyone enjoyed writing notes to each other.
9:00 pm The Big Game

The Big Game was held after dinner and seemed to be a big hit.  Each team was given a different order that they needed to find different stations.  There were five stations, with one of the local teachers at each one.  When the students found a local teacher they had to ask if they were the station they were looking for.   The local teachers could only answer yes or no.  For example, if they found Dinara and asked “Are you station two?” and she answered no, they had to leave and look for the correct station two.  Once they found the station they were given questions about the volunteers and general information.  If they got the answer correct they were given a piece of colored string.  In the meantime, there were three “monsters” chasing the students with socks filled with flour.  Once hit, the entire team needed to stay in one place and call for a medic.  There were four medics who came to the team and asked them to perform a task like do the hokey pokey, or each person name a verb, or a US state, etc.  The winning team needed to bring all 5 colored strings to Amy.

Supplies Needed for Day One:

· Name Badges

· Poster Board

· Markers

· Signs for Room Assignments

· Mailbox and Paper

· Questions for the Big Game

· Socks

· Flour

· Passports

· Parental Permission, Medical Sheet, Medical Survey, Camp Rules Agreement, Information Sheet, Spravka, 1000 tenge and two pictures from students (should have collected earlier)

· Cards with way to sort students into teams

· Pens

· Find Someone Who Game

· Face Paint

· Tape

· Paint or Markers for Flags

Notes for Next Year for Day One:

· Transportation: Kamilla Karibayevna, the director of Bayanaul school 2 organized transportation for Bayanaul students, including a pick up for 1st school students at their school.  Mayqaiyn transport was organized by Polina Petrovna. We paid 2000 tenge from the budget for the Bayanaul transport.  Mayqaiyn asked their students for an additional 500 tenge to be added to the budget and paid 1000 tenge each for transport.  Bayanaul students had to go in two shifts since there was only one bus.  This only delayed us about 45 minutes.  There was some confusion about when we would arrive at camp because the staff prepared lunch and then was upset we had not arrived yet.  A suggestion would be (if possible) to try to leave school 2 by 10:00.  This was complicated by the fact that Mayqaiyn could not arrive before 11:00.  In either case everyone should be told departure times many, many times and be given everything in writing.   

· Warm up Activities: We assumed the camp cheer was so easy and everyone knew the Hokey Pokey already, so we did not make posters for either of those things.  As a result, some of the students were confused.  Visual Aids are always good, especially with 8th graders.

· Room Assignments: Let Local teachers assign, they know who can and can’t stay together and then they will know who they want to let switch and not.  We assigned rooms as soon as we got to camp and the delay was no problem.

· Big Game: tell local teachers to spread out more and stay in one place.  They ended up wandering around together talking.  In general local teachers need to be told everything, even straightforward things like “stand here, not there” or “don’t move from this spot.”

· Big Game: Get face paint for monsters (markers don’t come off well) and maybe for each team to get more into the spirit of things. 
· Camp Staff: The main hall was not open on day one.  Make sure the camp staff knows in advance everything we need, even if it is the same every year. 
· Camp Staff: The camp staff gets excited very quickly if meals don’t have equal time (to the minute) between them.  We had 8:15 breakfast, 1:00 lunch, 4:00 polnik, 7:00 dinner. (There was no polnik-a snack of juice and fruit-on day one.)  There was a snack at 10:00 (ish) before bed.  This was in the dorms and seemed to work fine. Confirm times for meals with staff before coming to camp.  Do not assume they know you need anything, including certain halls, electricity, etc.  If there is not a local camp director before camp begins (as was the case in 2006), ask a local teacher or Kamilla Karibayevna to speak to the camp for you.

· Schedule: We did not give schedules out to the local teachers or directors before camp and we should have.  Somehow the camp got the impression we were going to be earlier than we were and we were “late” for lunch (see above).  We only had one bus and so had to come in 2 shifts.  This did not seem to be a large problem as we did room assigning during this down time.  

· Schedule: We posted a general camp schedule the 2nd or 3rd day, we should have posted it the 1st as soon as we got there. 
· Schedule: Consider a later start for next year.  The schedule for this year worked out pretty well, but we were really exhausted, and there was quite a bit of downtime during the day.  What if we didn’t have breakfast until 9:00?   

· Volunteer Info: If volunteers bring pictures of their families, the U. S., etc. would enhance intros or original meetings with teams to make more cohesive right from day one.  
DAY TWO: Nee-how, Welcome to China!
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       It’s Chinese New Year complete with dragon!               Learning to use chopsticks in the culture lesson.
[image: image20.jpg]


     [image: image21.jpg]









Cool Chinese Tattoos 
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               Trying some Chinese Calligraphy
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           On our hike we discovered the Great Wall of Kazakhstan!
        Finally!  We made it back home.
DAY TWO: Nee-how, Welcome to China!

General Daily Schedule

Counselors Wake Up 7:15

General Wake Up Call 7:30

Morning Exercises 7:50 

Breakfast 8:15

Skit 8:45

Lessons 9:15-11:40

Free Time until lunch

Lunch 1:00

Activity 1:30-4:00, 4:30-7:00

Polnik (Chai) 4:00

Dinner 7:00

Review Game 8:00
Activity 9:00
Showers 10:00 or after
Bedtime 11:00

Lights Out 11:30
7:30 am Rise and Shine

Each morning we began the day with morning exercises and a song.  On Day Two we taught 20 minutes of Kick Boxing that the students had a lot of fun with.  Then we learned the song Father Abraham.

9:15 am Lessons on China

After breakfast the students headed off to their first day of lessons in Chinese culture, history, geography, language, and biography.  Highlights of the classes included learning about Bruce Lee, the hand system for telling numbers, and how to use chopsticks.

1:15 pm Afternoon Activities

The activities for Day China were some of the favorites of the week.  Half the students started work on tie-dye t-shirts, while the other half got to put on water tattoos with English and Chinese characters and tried to write some words in Chinese.

5:30 pm Evening Activity

In the evening we took the students on a hike led by local teacher Assel.  The hike was beautiful and we even discovered a huge rock wall Assel called “The Great Wall of Kazakhstan.”  .

9:00 pm Night Activity

The students were really tired after our hike, so instead of another evening activity we let them take showers and have a disco. 
Supplies Needed for Day Two:

· Tie-Dye: dye, clothespins (to write names on), detergent, salt, t-shirts, rubber bands, pots (from camp), cleaner for pots

· Paper

· Markers

· Poster Board for lessons

· Stereo (provided from Mayqaiyn)

· Music (from students)

Notes for Next Year for Day Two: 
· Tie-Dye: Better with primary colors. Don’t forget detergent and salt for tie die in addition to dye and t-shirts.  Bring a good cleaner for tie die pots.  We used camp pots, which were perfect, but we needed to clean them ourselves.
· Hike: Choose an easy route, the kids were exhausted.
· Judge: Choose one judge (Supreme Leader) before the start of any games, including review game.  Take away points if anyone argues.  By the end of the week we established Amy as the judge of all activities and could ask, “Who is Amy?” and the students would reply, “Amy boss.”  It worked great.
· Disco: Disco seems like a good idea because it takes very little work and the students love it.  However, after disco it is really hard to get the students to go to sleep.  We let them have disco early in the week because they were tired from the long hike, but then they were even more tired the next day and so were the local teachers who had to try to get them to go to bed.  Note: outside friends coming to disco is bad.
· Review Game: Run to pick up ABCD answer.  The team leaders handed questions to their students once Shan said go.  One student then ran to pick up the correct answer (ABC or D) from the stage.  This worked great, but set one judge in beginning who holds up correct answer. (Students complained like crazy that they were first even when they were wrong.)  Have the kids whose turn it isn’t sit down.  (Some kids developed the system of one kid reads, one kid runs- this is impossible to police because there are people everywhere.)  
· Morning Exercises: Kick Boxing was popular.  Morning Songs: We rushed because kids didn’t seem interested so early in the morning, but be patient and really teach the songs so you can use them later for the bonfire night.
DAY THREE: Let’s Go to Mexico!
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Sombreros, mustaches, and Spanish dancing for Mexico Day
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Mexican lessons: La Bamba, Bull Fighting, and Looking for a good place to start the country of Mexico
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Day Two for Tie-Die T-shirts



     Salsa Dancing
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It may be our first time playing baseball, but we’re already pros!
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It’s chocolately, marshmallowy, graham crackery goodness.  We love singing around the campfire!
DAY THREE: Let’s Go to Mexico!
7:30 am Rise and Shine

We took a lot of extra time for the song this day so we could teach the students a song in Spanish.  We taught them “La Granja.”  But we did save a little time for the students to learn some Yoga.

9:15 am Lessons on Mexico

The biggest highlight of Mexico day was learning “La Bamba” in language class.  The students loved it so much they continued singing it all week and were even featured on the Kazakhstan News singing it!  They also loved learning about how Mexico was founded and all about bull fighting and siestas.

1:15 pm Afternoon Activities

What would Mexico day be without piñatas? Each team made their own piñata using a balloon, newspaper, and glue mixed with water.  The students also got to finish their t-shirts on this day and learn some salsa dancing.

5:30 pm Evening Activity

We had intended to teach kickball on this day, but once the students saw the baseball equipment they were much more interested in that.  We had three different stations where you could learn to hit, throw, and catch fly balls.

9:00 pm Night Activity

This night we had a bonfire for the students at the camp fire pit.  We roasted marshmallows and made smores from graham crackers and chocolate as well.  Josiah got out his guitar and we sang all the songs we had learned thus far and then each team took turns singing a song.
Supplies Needed for Day Three:
· Piñatas: balloons, newspaper, glue, (flour as backup if glue runs out), containers for glue, white paper

· Smores: graham crackers, marshmallow, chocolate

· Baseball equipment
Notes for Next Year Day Three:
· Piñatas: Great activity, but needs to be planned better.  Not enough kids can work on the piñata at one time.  Have something else for them to do.  Best tip: do 4 layers, the last layer in white paper instead of newspaper so you don’t have to paint over the newspaper.  Do extra layers around the top so it can support the string when we hang them up.  Mixing water with glue works fine and saves glue.
· Review Game: Jeopardy worked great.  Teams took turns answering questions of their choosing.  For Final Jeopardy, all teams wrote down their wager and handed it in, and then were given the question, which they also wrote down and handed in.  Brief note: make sure the kids understand final jeopardy.  This year they all wagered it all.  They said they understand they didn’t have to but I wasn’t convinced.  
· Bonfire: a must do and a lot of fun.  But maybe it would be better later in the week once the students have learned more songs and as a reward.
DAY FOUR: New Zealand Maoris
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Morning exercises
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Team New Zealand shows us how the Haka is done

Jack teaches the Haka to everyone
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Shan acts as Sir Edmund Hillary

Hanging out during free time doing boondoggle
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Making our names out of beads
       Playing Dragon’s Tail-we don’t get it, but it’s fun!
DAY FOUR: New Zealand Maoris
7:30 am Rise and Shine

Day Four began with some floor aerobics and learning the song “Alice the Camel.”

9:15 am Lessons on New Zealand

For their morning skit, team New Zealand showed us all how to do the Haka, the war dance the New Zealand Maoris used and is currently used by the New Zealand Rugby Team.  It was such a hit that everyone learned to do the Haka in culture class (the Haka was also later featured on the news).  Other highlights of the day included learning different Polynesian languages and acting out climbing Mt. Everest with New Zealander Sir Edmund Hillary.

1:15 pm Afternoon Activities

This day was full of all sorts of arts and crafts involving making necklaces, bracelets, and key chains.  Local student Assylkhan taught boondoggle, the craft where plastic string is used to make key chains, and all the students continued to make boondoggle key chains throughout the week.  The students were also given beads with letters in English so they could make their names or other English phrases.  All teams also painted their piñatas.

5:30 pm Evening Activity

After baseball was such a hit the day before we got out the equipment again on this day.  We also taught the students how to play rugby and even got a small game going where we played a form of touch rugby with league rules.  It was a great time.

9:00 pm Night Activity

Since we had disco on China day instead, we played the Chinese game “Dragon’s Tail” on this day.  Each team formed a line holding on to one another’s shoulders.  Then the person in front had to try and catch the person at the end of the line without anyone letting go.  It ended up to be really fun, especially when we put all the teams into one huge Dragon’s Tail.  Following this game we played “Capture the Flag,” an old American standby.  

Supplies Needed for Day Four:

· Boondoggle

· Name beads

· String

· Paint

· Paintbrushes

· Containers for paint

· Baseball equipment

· Rugby ball

· Flags

Notes for Next Year for Day Four:

· Capture the Flag: Don’t for any reason play this game.  The students got really upset and mean.  They are too competitive and any game that relies on some form of self-policing (not sitting directly on the flag) is an absolute no-no.

· Piñatas: again, not everyone could work on painting at once so it was hard to get this done while they were waiting to work on name beads, which they thought were more cool.  Plan some way to get everyone involved.

· Review Game: This was a simple game where students wrote down answers to questions on paper.  If more than one team got the right answer, they chose one person to race a penny racer car.  Each correct answer earned them 2 points and winning the race earned the team an extra point.  This was really good, but next year we’ll have to set it up where everyone can see better, but there is no chance for cheating.

· Paint: We used poster paint for the piñatas, and that was great and a really easy clean up.  We also put big sheets of plastic over the tables, which was key.  Next year though we should get some smaller paint brushes so the students can add details.

· Morning Exercises: We need more discipline in getting the students out on the field on time and making them be active.  Sending them for laps didn’t really work and was hard to enforce while teaching the others.

DAY FIVE: The Irish of Kazakhstan
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Team Ireland teaches us about Irish myths

        Pavel the Leprechaun
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   Students kiss the Blarney Stone with Amanda
           Hanging out at the Central Beach
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      Making friendship bracelets and more name beads

Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?
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  Talent Show



                Our finished piñatas
DAY FIVE: The Irish of Kazakhstan
7:30 am Rise and Shine

As a change for morning exercises, today we played partner tag where everyone stands in a circle with arms linked with one other person.  One pair is split up forming a chaser and chasee.  The chasee has to run around and link arms with another person before they are caught.  For the song we sang “Boom Chicka Boom” and added in parts of team cheers to make it more fun.

9:15 am Lessons on Ireland
Since this was Ireland day, who better to learn about in Biography class than U2?  The students also got to learn the U2 song “One” in language class. But everyone’s favorite class this day involved going on a field trip to kiss the Blarney Stone (actually a rock on the camp grounds).

1:15 pm Afternoon Activities

As a treat for the students, we spent the day at the Central Beach where students could visit the shops if there was anything they needed and swim.  We bought them each an ice cream bar as well.

9:00 pm Night Activity

This night we had a talent show.  Any student who wanted to could participate.  There was singing, dancing, and guitar playing.  Each participant received a small prize.

Supplies Needed for Day Five:

· Ice Cream (buy at beach)

· Prizes for Talent Show

Notes for Next Year for Day Five:

· Review Game: Who Wants to Be a Millionaire.  This was a great game, however, the students were slightly confused about some of the rules.  It would be better if the teachers demonstrated a round first.  The students came to Regis (Andrew) in pairs and could confer with each other on the answer to the questions, however they could not ask their team mates unless they used their “phone a friend.”  Two teams lost their first question because they got confused.

· General: Everyone was tired by this point, so going to the beach was good, but it would have been better if there was something constructive to keep students from wandering off.  Frisbee could be good.  After the beach we also just let the students do what they wanted.  This was fine, but they were a little bored.  We taught how to make friendship bracelets to those that wanted to.  It was suggested by the students in their evaluations that they would enjoy more time for conversation practice with the volunteers.  Scheduled conversation class would be good on this day.
· Scavenger Hunt: We had planned a scavenger hunt for this day, but it required more energy than we were able to put into it at this point.  If you want a scavenger hunt, plan it ahead of time.

· Central Beach: This was definitely fun for the kids.  We moved chai back an hour to stay a little longer, which worked great.  Plan for that for sure next year and tell the kitchen staff ahead of time.

· Talent Show: This was fun, but could have been better.  PCVs should plan something big to start it off with, like a dance.  Also, it might be better to not have karaoke during the talent show, but make it available afterwards.  There were too many painfully long karaoke songs.

· Talent Show Prizes: If you give prizes, make them good.  The students were not amused with pencils.

DAY 6: Greece Lighting, Opa!
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Erganat as Zeus

       Team Greece teaches us about Gods and Olympics
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Team Ireland demonstrates “Where is the bathroom” in Greek
Amy plays the Oracle at Delphi
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 Opening Ceremony of the Olympics


Teams China and Greece tie for First Place
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Disco, Disco, if we weren’t so tired we’d dance all night long!
DAY 6: Greece Lighting, Opa!
7:30 am Rise and Shine

In the spirit of the Olympics, we started this day with a decathlon of sorts.  The students simulated running, swimming, biking, and running again as they ran up and down the football field.  Then we taught them “Hi, My name is Joe,” which the students had been asking to learn all week.

9:15 am Lessons on Greece

Highlights from this day included learning the Greek Alphabet, learning about Odysseus, and going to visit the Oracle at Delphi who answered one question from each student about their future.  The most frequently asked question of the Oracle was who was going to win the World Cup.
1:15 pm Afternoon Activities

All day on Greece day we had Olympic Games.  The games included tons of relay races such as: the wheelbarrow, run forwards, run backwards, run with a balloon between your legs, run with your whole team carrying your smallest member, and run with your whole team carrying your team leader.  We also did a water balloon toss where after each toss the students had to take a step back until there was only one pair left.  We also had a contest to see which team member could throw the baseball the furthest and who could throw a Frisbee the furthest.  The games got rained out in the middle of the afternoon (although we spent that time talking to the television crew who showed up then), but we came back just in time to end it all with a fantastic three-legged race.  At the end we had closing ceremonies complete with medals!

9:00 pm Night Activity

Though tired from the Olympics, the students were still ready to dance.   We had a disco for them and let them stay out an hour later than usual.

Supplies Needed for Day Six:

· Rope

· Water Balloons

· Regular Balloons

· Baseball

· Frisbee

· Medals

Notes for Next Year for Day Six:

· Olympics were a lot of fun, but a lot of students didn’t want to participate.  We heard a lot of groans of “women’s problems” this day.  We let the local teachers decide who could sit out.  It would be better to include some non-physical games first so everyone is included, and some activities for the local teachers who were totally worn out at this point.

· Disco: Open the disco early when you want it.  We waited until the students were ready, so it didn’t start until 10 and then they were disappointed when it ended at 12.  

· Review Game: Josiah did a Scavenger Hunt, which was a huge success.  He placed clues all around the camp with some places to go for wrong answers and places to go for right answers.  They had trouble in the past with students moving other teams’ clues, so we made it clear you would be disqualified if you touched another team’s clues.  Unfortunately the students were really good at this and it only lasted about 5 minutes.

DAY 7: So hard to say good-bye
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   Here’s your blindfold…             Here’s your stick…            Spin around twice…           Now whack it!
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The students put on a great show for the counselors
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      Team Greece celebrates their first place win



Time to say good-bye
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Loading up the buses

        The last group pauses up the hill to say good-bye to Zhasiby

DAY 7: So hard to say good-bye
8:00 am Rise and Shine

We skipped morning exercises this last day and let the students sleep in a little bit.

9:00 am Closing Ceremony

Unfortunately after all the good weather it rained this last day, so we went into the Activities Hall to break the piñatas.  Josiah held them up on a stick and students were able to smack it three times with a stick before letting someone else try.

After piñatas we thanked everyone and passed out diplomas after giving the final score of all the points teams had earned throughout the week.  Teams had earned points by: winning the Review Games we had each day, winning Olympics, and also doing well in class, wearing their name badges at all times, and helping clean up.  Team Greece was the winning team and were presented with a huge box of hot chocolate to take home with them.

It was the students turn then to put on a show for the counselors.  They took turns mimicking their counselors and then sang us a song about camp to the tune of “Yesterday.”

We finished up by taking team photos and then a big group photo.  Many students asked the counselors to write notes for them or simply to give them an autograph.

2:00 pm Load Up the Buses

At 2:00 the Mayqaiyn buses arrived.  They were a little ahead of schedule, but the students were packed and ready.  They were very sad to leave and waved until they were out of sight.  The Bayanaul bus was considerably later as there was a miscommunication about the day to pick us up, but it eventually arrived at 6:00 pm and after two loads and lots of hugs the Bayanaul students all made it back home too.

Supplies Needed for Day Seven:

· Piñatas: rope, candy, stick, whacking stick

· Diplomas

· Evaluations

· Cameras

· Buses

Notes for Next Year for Day Seven:

· Transportation: Call a day beforehand to confirm buses will arrive and at what time.  You can use Hyzaka’s house to call locally.
· Counselor Skit: Students put on a great show for us, maybe plan a counselor skit in response for next year.
· Prize: Since we came up with the idea of a point system at the last minute we didn’t really have a great prize in mind and ended up with the hot chocolate because it was enough for everyone.  Plan a cool prize in the budget next year and show it to them the first day so they know what they are working for.







