first, a huge thank you to everyone who sent things! it was really great to get them.  and good job writing the addresses by the way. although the post office knows us now so whenever they get anything confusing they just call us. 

due to overwhelming response our "wish list" has been etirely satisfied for now. that does NOT of course mean don't send us things (please do)! just we dont need anything urgently right now, although magazines are always good because they have pictures.  our packages have all arrived intact with nothing stolen so far. so dont send money but i think everything else within reason is safe.  and everyone who does gets a pretty flowered thank you card with writing you wont understand! 

well, we've now been here long enough for you to all know something about kazakhstan. time to test your "kaz-aptitude" with this ifmormative and entertaining quiz. plus, is he right for you? top 10 signs he's not, page 34. 

1. double dipping (scientifically defined as going to a communal dish again with some food/utensil that has already been in your mouth is):

a. strongly encouraged to save silverware

b. underrated

c. just as hygenic as you think it is

d. all of the above

2. our thermostat is:

a. electric

b. the ady who lives next door

c. temperamental

d sheep-powered

3. as it is getting colder, the odor of the outhouse

a. is decreasing

b. is apparently a universal constant

c. is nothing next to the breeze

d. increasing

4. as we all know from saturday night live, horsies are pretty. horsies are also 

a. tasty

b. tasty

c. tasty

d. tasty

5. "party" involves

a. you must give a a toast

b. you must sing a song

c. you must drink a lot

d. sheep's head!

6. lanes (as in demarcations on the roadway directing traffic flow) are:

a. as marked

b. purely discretionary

c. as marked with slight leeway

d. just like in hte u.s.a

your answers! 1. d. our first family actually laughed at us for declining to take "seconds".  now we just dive in with everybody else. 

2. b. our furnace is coal (warning, upcoming psa for mothers), which is very safe and reliable. the gas line cant rupture and is wont start an electrical fire. (actually it is a stand-alone unit) so the odds of us starting any fire is astronomical). the "thermostat" is in buckets of coal. one bucket makes the house about 16 million degrees.  this is good since -40 degrees + 16,000,000 is till very toasty.

3. b. i cant figure it out. theres snow on the ground and it still smells just like it always did. and there goes one possible advantage to winter..... 

 4. i actually really like horse. dont knock it until youve tried it. apparently its served a lot in winter because its easier to get. hmmmm......

5. all of the above. if a party is for a person (like a birthday party) you must give a toast.  if you dont its basically like saying theres nothing good about that person (in front of all their friends!). toasts can be long and complicated, and usually involve (at a big event) a game, or song, or something creative. amy usually cant get away without singing now. at her school principal's birthday party there were 50+ guests, all of whom game a toast. we were there for 6+ hours, 3+ of which was toasting (which is over dinner). the oldest/most important person goes first, then next oldest, and so on. it is surprisingly organized. 

6. b. lanes, speed, and so forth are all at the discretion of the driver, and i can tell you, not all of them agree. sometimes there is a lane for goats. the goats are the most amusing animal in town, mostly they hang aroud the market waiting for the old lady to go away so they can sneak in and eat something. literally anything. apples, fish, bottles, bicycles, you name it.  the other day they tried to get into the post office, but they were closed for lunch. the average business here is closed for lunch from 12-2, often longer. 

hope this finds you all well again, missing you lots. 

jack and amy

