Hello All!

Sorry it has been so long since we have written, but the buses were shut down while the weather was so cold just in case they broke down in the middle of nowhere and people froze to death.  We figured that was reasonable.  Although I must say my first shower in two months was pretty much the best moment in my entire life.  At least that is what it felt like at the time.  Now I think the best moment in my life might be having some fajitas and a margarita.  All in good time.

 

In the meantime, we are living the high life thanks to all your packages.  We were seriously blown away by your generosity, especially at Christmas time.  We came home from our trip to Almaty with a huge stack of boxes and letters.  It was amazing!  We loved every single thing we got, but the surprises were the best.  A few of our favorite surprises: Oreo cookies, lipton rice and sauce, a rubber ducky, pictures of London, classroom materials including magnetic boards, toilet paper, the first four episodes from the new season of 24, and light-up navel jewelry.  We also now own a portable DVD player and an MP3 player!  We felt guilty about having such nice things as Peace Corps Volunteers for about 3.5 seconds before we just started enjoying them like crazy.  The books and magazines you sent especially helped us get through those two weeks when we didn't have school because of snow.  I just can't tell you how much we love hearing from you, and we are really touched by all the time and money you obviously spend putting these packages together.  By the way, Thomson people, you rule!

 

Your response to our last wish list was so explosive that I think we now own over 100 maps of cities all over the world.  Jack has really enjoyed spending hours and hours pouring over them.  Oh, and I take back my request for candy.  Who was I kidding?  I've given 4 pieces away to my kids and eaten the rest!  We really are all stocked up for the time being, but if you are really itching to send us something, we will be moving into our own house soon, so any fun American cooking items would be great, except spices, which we are getting from a Peace Corps Volunteer whose two years are up in May.  As always we'd love to hear from you by letters!

 

I'll now turn you over to Jack who can tell you what we've been up to in the past few months.  We should be on email again in a few weeks during Kazakh New Year called Nauryz.  So hopefully we'll talk to you again soon!

Take care,

Amy

